ABSTRACT

Juvenile delinquency has been on the increase all over the world. Research has established a
positive correlation between juvenile delinquency and family violence. However, few studies have
assessed the relationship between the various family types and juvenile delinquency in Kenya,
hence the need for this study. A descriptive survey research design that employed quantitative
techniques was utilized. The target population was 360 juvenile delinquents in Embu County.
Using Krejcie and Morgan’s Table for Determining Sample Size from a Given Population, a
sample size of 176 respondents was arrived at. Simple random sampling was used to select the
respondents. A questionnaire with both open and closed ended questions was utilized in data
collection. Cronbach’s Alpha measured the instrument's reliability. A reliability coefficient of
0.805 was achieved indicating that the instrument was reliable. Data was analyzed using SPSS
version 26. Data was described using frequencies and percentages. ANOVA was conducted in
hypothesis testing and found a significant relationship between family structure and juvenile
delinquency. The type of family in which a child was born and bred determines so much whom he
becomes in adulthood. Most juvenile delinquents grew up in dysfunctional families characterized
by violence, lacking role models from whom the children were to emulate. This study recommends
the formulation of parental education programmes to sensitize parents on the role of family in
addressing juvenile delinquency. Family being the smallest unit from whence community sprung,

there is need to strengthen families of whatever type.



