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ABSTRACT

Cattle rustling among pastoral communities in the North Rift Region of Kenya has
become endemic. This is particularly so in Baringo County. Cattle rustling and banditry
activities have involved and affected mostly the communities living in the Baringo
lowlands, the Pokot, the Tugen and the Il Chamus. However, cattle rustling amongst the
three communities has become an economic enterprise culminating in insecurity,
violence and loss of lives. Whereas in the past livestock were only stolen for replenishing
and dowry payment, the phenomenon has transformed into a commercial enterprise. The
purpose of this study was to examine the contribution of cattle rustling and banditry to
insecurity and development among the pastoral communities of Baringo County in
Kenya. This study was guided by the following specific objectives: to trace the historical
origin of banditry and cattle rustling in Baringo County in Kenya; to examine the
changing nature of cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo County from the 1970s; to
assess the role of banditry and cattle rustling to the development of Baringo County and
lastly to analyse the challenges and opportunities for sustainable peace in Baringo
County. The study was informed by Human Needs Theory. This theory helped elaborate
on why communities resort to violence to meet specific human needs. As per its main
proponent, John Burton, unmet needs fuel conflicts. The study employed a descriptive
research design with qualitative techniques incorporating in-depth and unstructured
interviews, questionnaires and focus group discussions. The study used both primary and
secondary data. Primary data was collected through key informant interviews in Baringo
North, Baringo South and Tiaty Sub-Counties and the county headquarters of Baringo
County, Kabarnet. This study used focus group discussions and in-depth interviews for
data collection, where 74 participants out of a target of 109 were interviewed. Purposive
sampling method was employed to identify specific target groups that comprised Chiefs,
Assistant  County  Commissioners, Deputy County Commissioners, County
Commissioner, Ward Administrators, Sub-County Administrators and NGO supervisors.
Thereafter, snowball sampling method was ultimately employed to identify key
informants amongst the elders and the youth who were knowledgeable about cattle
rustling and banditry in the lowland to be members of the focus group discussion.
Archival data was obtained from the Kenya National Archives and Documentation
Centre in Nairobi and its Repository Centre in Nakuru. Data collected from the primary
sources was corroborated with information from secondary sources comprising books,
journal articles, newspapers, theses among others so as to ensure reliability, objectivity
and validity in research findings. Data were analysed to extract themes that answered the
research questions. The proposed study provided a counterpoint to literature that
explained the historical origin of cattle rustling and transformation to banditry while
elaborating on the main causes of the menace. The changing nature of the weapons,
tactics and the onset of solo raids as opposed to community organized raids were also
crically examined as well as the impact of cattle rustling and banditry on the development
of the communities in the Baringo lowland. Commercialization of banditry and
disarmament of communities in the lowland are issues that require further research as
they will inform government policy. The findings of the study also will contribute to the
historiography of predation and conflict resolution in Kenya.

XV



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the Study

The communities that have occupied Baringo County and largely the Lowlands from
about 1900 have been majorly pastoral in nature. These communities were predominantly
pastoral since the amount of rainfall is not adequate for planting crops so they kept large
herds of cattle for their daily subsistence (Kaimba et al, 2011). The communities that
have occupied the Lowland are Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus (Njemps). The historical
origin of these communities is intimately related in the sense that they are all Nilotes.
Linguistically, all the inhabitants of Baringo County namely; Pokot, Tugen and Il
Chamus belong to the Southern Nilotic group (Kandagor, 2010). They settled in the
Baringo Lowlands after assimilating the Cushitic speaking groups that had earlier
occupied the area and feared the militarily organized Nilotes. Linguistic evidence also
points out that, the languages of Maasai and Kalenjin are closely related and derived from
the same proto-language (Anderson, 2003). The proto language initially originated in
Bahr El Gazel in Sudan. Kalenjin as a group came into existence in the twentieth century
since prior to then its constituent ethnic communities which include Pokot and Tugen
among others although related and sharing many similar cultural aspects had lived
separately (Finke, 2006; Rainer, 1982). It is also noted that the Kalenjin and Maasai are
closely related and this explains why the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus are able to coexist
harmoniously in Baringo County.

In the 18™ and 19" centuries, these communities co-existed peacefully (Kipkorir, 1973).

The Pokot and Tugen were attracted to the Lowland, settled there because of the good



pasture around Lake Baringo. The Il Chamus who settled along the shores of Lake
Baringo, practised fishing most of their time. They were able to live alongside the Pokot
and Tugen who opted to settle at the Lowland because of the abundant availability of
good pasture (Anderson, 2003). The Il Chamus kept cattle but not in large herds as their
new neighbours and thus they coexisted peacefully without many altercations (Kipkorir,
1973).

In the early 20" century, as the Tugen and Pokot were migrating towards their current
homeland and settling, they began raiding for cattle amongst themselves and from their
neighbours like the Marakwet and Keiyo. They attacked the Keiyo who lived to the west,
Marakwet to the north-west and the Il Chamus to the east (Kipkulei, 1972). This was a
new thing since they had existed peacefully for some time after settling in the valley.
Kipkulei further posited that there was a certain incident in 1940 when the Tugen raided
their Pokot neighbours for cattle and unfortunately they did not succeed. Admittedly, the
Tugen youth lost to the Pokot community youth. The place where the fight took place is
named Kebenop-Korongoro (the cave of Korongoro age-set). Kebenop-Korongoro is a
cave where the Korongoro age-set of the Tugen community stayed in during initiation
and after circumcision to train and learn the Tugen norms. It is located at the border of
Tugen and Pokot communities (Kipkulei, 1972). This is one of the earliest recorded
devastating defeats the Tugen met at the hands of their Pokot neighbours due to
attempted cattle rustling.

The Tugen wanted to stick to their social-culture and preservation of their traditions
(Hennings, 1951). Since the Tugen bordered the Keiyo to their west, they always kept

their circumcision rites and ceremonies as well as oaths to themselves. In a few instances



they allowed the Keiyo to learn from theirs and they assimilated a small bit of the
traditions that they always cherished from the Keiyo. The initiates stayed in seclusion for
more than six months. Elders narrated stories and past experiences on how they ensured
they were successful in every undertaking they took (Chesikaw, 2019). During seclusion
they were also taught how to undertake successful raids and cross River Kerio with all
the livestock. This was a secret which the Tugen elders passed to their initiates and
ensured the Keiyo were not aware of the tactic (Hennings, 1951).

During the seclusion, the only people allowed to access the warriors were elders who
were always considered to have had a successful past.in raids. Those who had a proven
past shrouded with failure in raids were considered jinxed and outcasts thus were not
allowed to come near the warriors lest they infect them with failure (Kimaiyo, 2016).
Among the Pokot, the seclusion was done with the blessings of known elders and
medicine men. The elders were believed to carry out some overseeing and would advise
on when to attack and how to do it. Any attempt to go against the advice of the known
medicine men would always result in disastrous outcome.

Traditionally, before a cattle raid expedition took place, the Pokot warriors (Ngoroko)
were blessed and taught how to minimize the number of casualties amongst themselves
and the community they were targeting while making maximum gains as per the
observation (Cheserek et al, 2012). The warriors were taken through a very rigorous
exercise of teaching and were fed with some of the best rams and goats available as they
prepared to go on raiding expeditions for replacement. The warriors were also secluded
so as to avoid any contact with women who were considered as a distraction from their

focus which was successful cattle raid by all means possible (Cheserek et al, 2012).



Moreover, there were similar arrangements among the Tugen and Il Chamus
communities (Kimaiyo, 2016). It was a community responsibility to restock, and with
good numbers the warriors were always successful. No one was allowed to take part in a
solo raid as that was deemed to always yield disastrous results if the opposing community
retaliated with a stronger force. It was always a community effort which cut across the
communities but the emerging trend of personal attacks is not captured that much by
earlier scholars. It was also expected to benefit the whole community if the raids were
also successful at the end.

“Teno Muren Tukwaach” translated to mean “Men are valued as per the number of their
cattle” elaborates on how the Tugen men valued cattle (Kipkulei, 1972). The more cattle
one had, the more they were respected and valued in the community as the vice versa is
also true. This phrase explains the special attachment and consideration the Tugen, Pokot
and their neighbours the Keiyo had on their livestock. The Keiyo, Il Chamus and Pokot
communities too had the same practice of keeping their traditions to themselves. All these
neighbouring ethnic communities preserved their tactics on how they performed raids, as
well as sharing just the little bit which would not harm their secrets (Hennings, 1951).
Moreover, it is widely believed among the Tugen and Pokot communities that if one
wanted to participate in a raid, they were taken into seclusion for some time and women
were not allowed near the warriors (Cheserek et al, 2012). They always believed that
having sexual intercourse during that period of planning and near undertaking of raids
was tantamount to inviting bad luck. The Pokot community, however, engaged their
women all through. The Pokot women were secretive just like their men and did

everything to ensure success in the raids. However, the blessing meetings and seclusions



before raids which were held in all the communities of the Baringo Lowlands were
attended by men only. All that women would do was to accompany men at a distance and
never took part in the actual raids. It was thus unusual to witness the Pokot women going
to raids while they never took part in the blessing sessions.

Conventionally, when raids took place between the communities in the lowlands, women
and children were spared. Even if met with lots of resistance, the raiders only attacked
groups of able men. The women and children were considered as vulnerable, weak and
non-combatants and thus were not touched (Odhiambo, 2016). Odhiambo further
observed that the legal mechanisms in place at the time dealt with men and guided these
raids to target men only and women were spared. This was the case amongst all the three
communities that lived at the Lowlands and not limited to the Il Chamus community
alone which Odhiambo focused on in his study.

Immediately after the end of the Second World War, there was encouragement of
Africans to change from indigenous practices of keeping large herds of cattle to monetary
gain (Berman & Lonsdale, 1992). The Africans who kept cattle as a source of wealth
were encouraged to participate in monetary gain and change from the past way of barter
trade. Berman and Lonsdale (1992) continue to argue that, the colonial government
wanted the local population to pay taxes in pounds and not cattle as was the case in the
past. This was the beginning of shift from cattle raids for subsistence among the
communities to raids for monetary gain. The two scholars posit that taxation policies
were enforced on all Kenyan communities. The pastoralists of Baringo were not spared.
The normal raids for replenishing stock were now turned to raids for monetary gain after

selling the cattle to convert to monetary riches.



At times the available resources for the large herds of cattle became inadequate hence the
beginning of the violent conflicts (Lomoywara, 2018). He further affirms that these
conflicts were due to several natural factors as well as some man-made causes. Droughts
and famines for example are some of the natural causes that lead to diminishing of grass
and water which in turn force the pastoralists to move searching for better lands. This will
always lead to conflict between the inhabitants and the new arrivals and the conflicts are
always violent as they fight for control of local resources.

In some instances, for example among the Pokot community of West Pokot, as
Lomoywara notes, there has been change in the forms of cattle rustling over a period of
time and the impact of the raids has increased as compared to the raids in the past. The
more sophisticated the weapons, the more the raids were taken and with precision. The
civil war in South Sudan which has been ongoing for several decades without a proper
peace building mechanism, lack of a substantive government in Sudan and the civilians’
holding of guns by the Karamojong of Uganda have made it easy for acquisition of guns
by the warring pastoral communities (Cocks, 2006). The Karamojong of Uganda are a
close relative of the Pokot of Kenya and thus since they speak a similar language and
have same traditions have been a source of weapons for the Pokot community who in
turn perform more raids than the past and with better placed precision. This coupled with
the fact that the community accommodated new actors in the area who introduced
commercialization of rustling as opposed to the past when it was only for replenishing
stocks has changed so much the way development of the Lowland would have been

carried out (Eaton, 2010).



Cattle raids among the pastoral communities have been changing over time. There has
been a significant change in the modes of attack. As time progresses and technology
advances, the raids have also changed. Attacks have become rampant and with precision.
The focus of the raids also changed from targeting livestock to present scenario where the
raiders have turned to wiping off rival ethnic communities (Osamba, 2002). It used to be
raids carried out for replenishing purposes but things have changed. The men who were
the only target during raids have now turned to attacking all people regardless of gender
and age. In the 1960s the Pokot warriors (Ngoroko) would raid their neighbours, the
Tugen and Il Chamus, taking cows, goats and sheep only (Opondo, 2008, February, The
Standard, p.5). The warriors were always keen on taking the animals which were mature
enough for the long trek back to their land. They left behind the calves and young ones of
the goats and sheep as they were not able to move quickly for long distance without
pasture and water. The young ones would slow down their return journey and this would
make them vulnerable to counter attack from the community they had raided or their
sympathizers.

Whenever there were conflicts amongst the pastoral communities, which were always
frequent in the past and which include the pastoral communities of Baringo, the
community elders always used indigenous methods of conflict resolution to sort out the
differences (Osamba, 2001). The indigenous methods were very effective and people
adhered to what directions the elders provided. The elders were also issuing directions
without any bias but by using the presented evidence and testimonies. It was also a taboo
to go against what elders had agreed on and it always attracted huge penalties. In the

pastoral communities of Baringo, especially among the Pokot, if one killed a person from



the Pokot community during raids, the community administered a punishment known as
laapai. This was a punishment where his family, the clan and himself were fined
severely. The main reason was that the punishment meted ensured to an extent that no
clan allowed any of their youth to kill during raids, unless when one was engaged in a
self defence issue (Kipkulei, 1972).

The conflict resolution mechanisms were always aimed at restoring broken relationships
and societal equilibrium (Osamba, 2001). Harmony within the community and between
communities is of essence all the time. The social structure of pastoral societies was
largely based on generation lines and age-sets. It is noted that one age-set always guided
the next one into ensuring harmony in the community. Basically, there were three age-
sets namely: Youth, Junior Elders and Senior Elders (Osamba, 2001). This ensured that
each and every member knew their position and responsibilities expected of them without
any mistakes happening. Osamba further identified that the senior elders were tasked
with guiding the young ones. All the time the elders were expected to issue directions to
the junior members of the community and which made up the largest portion of the
communities.

Cattle rustling and raids which have been normal in the past of all the pastoralists of
Baringo County have now turned into an insecurity matter and has hampered
development in the area. The raids have transformed over time and gained lots of
attention as they have turned from small scale purpose driven attacks to frequent business
oriented raids (Kaimba et al, 2011). Cattle rustling and banditry in the Lowland has
become rampant and it makes it difficult for the County Government of Baringo to

develop the Lowland. The people of Baringo have witnessed several Non-Governmental



Organizations (NGOs) come to the fore in trying to fight this insecurity issue but little
has been achieved by these NGOs. For some years now, the County has seen the number
of NGOs increase but the results are not yet out for all to see. The Government of Kenya
has embarked on several disarmament exercises in the area using National Police Service
(NPS members and at some point the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) in the area affected
and albeit voluntarily but, the practice of raiding has continued to be escalated by the
communities with deaths reported all the time in the area.

Kimaiyo (2016) acknowledges that, the insecurity issues in Baringo among three
communities inhabiting the area have captured Kenya’s national attention for some time.
The insecurity issue has escalated from cattle raids to now a national security issue as
communities are in constant conflict as opposed to the past in the early 1900’s when it
was just few cases of raids. Many schools in the lowlands along the border between the
communities have closed as parents and pupils flee the area due to the violence meted on
them (Kandagor, 2010). Kandagor further contends that, the Pokot are more aggressive
than their neighbours as they are always attacking the other communities, the Tugen and
Il Chamus. It is the members of Pokot community who are involved in both sides and
rarely do the 1l Chamus raid the Tugen or vice versa but it is a case of the Pokot against
the other communities. The Pokot community is usually viewed as the aggressors due to
the way they attack all the other communities. Therefore, this study endeavored to
establish the role of cattle rustling and banditry in the perennial insecurity of Baringo

County.



1.2 Statement of the Problem

Pastoral communities of Baringo County comprises the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus.
These communities have co-existed peacefully for hundreds of years. Often, the
communities shared pastureland and water points during rainy season and harsh drought
times. There were cases of cattle raids for replenishing after droughts or natural
calamities among the communities. However, the nature of cattle rustling and banditry
changed after the Second World War. Due to post-independence political unrests in the
neighbouring states of Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan and Somalia, there was introduction of
illicit arms to the pastoral communities of Baringo Lowland. These arms as well as a
readily available market for raided livestock increased the frequency of attacks and its
severity among the pastoral communities of Baringo Lowland. Traditionally, the three
communities had an arrangement where all the community’s warriors were assembled
before a systemic raid was conducted. Currently, there is a trend of solo raids by
individuals; contrary to the past arrangements. There have been several peace meetings
organized by government officers and some Non-Governmental organizations but the
banditry and cattle rustling problem continues unabated. There is paucity of literature on
these conflicts and tactics as well as weapons used hence the need for this study on the

changing nature of cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo County.

1.3 Objectives of the Study
The general objective of this study was to examine how the changing nature of cattle
rustling and banditry among the pastoral communities of Baringo County contribute to

insecurity and development in Baringo.

The study was guided by the following specific objectives:
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To trace the historical origin of banditry and cattle rustling in Baringo County
in Kenya.

To examine the changing nature of cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo
County from the 1970s.

To assess the role of banditry and cattle rustling to the development of
Baringo County.

To analyse the challenges and opportunities for sustainable peace in Baringo

County.

1.4 Research Questions

The study was guided by the following research questions:

What is the origin of cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo County?

How has the nature of cattle rustling and banditry changed over the last 40
years?

What is the role of banditry and cattle rustling in the development of Baringo
County?

What are the challenges and opportunities for sustainable peace among the

Pokot, Il Chamus and Tugen communities of Baringo County?

1.5 Justification of the Study

The study focused on insecurity, violence and banditry among the Pokot, Tugen and Il

Chamus pastoral communities of Baringo County. These communities have lived in the

Lowland of Baringo since the early 1900s. This period coincided with the arrival of

European settlers who alienated the highland areas of Koibatek and the flat lands of
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Mogotio for sisal growing and left the pastoral communities with the harsh, dry and hot

lowland for their livestock.

The literature reviewed on the pastoral communities in the pre-colonial period through
the colonial period has dealt with the cattle keepers and not the nature of banditry among
the communities. Very few studies have delved in the intricacies of the changing nature
of cattle rustling and intensification of banditry and its impact. Previous studies have
mostly focused on the early periods only and there is a dearth of scholarship about the
relationships between banditry and development in Baringo. Therefore, this study has
added new knowledge to the existing body of knowledge on the role of banditry and
cattle rustling among the pastoral communities of Baringo County to insecurity and

underdevelopment of the area.

1.6 Scope of the Study

Baringo County is situated in the Rift Valley region of Kenya. It comprises six sub-
counties namely: Baringo South, Baringo North, Koibatek, Mogotio, Tiaty and Baringo
Central. The study was focused at studying the contributions of banditry and cattle
rustling among the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus who are inhabitants of the Lowland areas
of Baringo to insecurity and development. The Lowlands of Baringo fall in three sub-
counties inhabited by these three pastoral communities. Thus, fieldwork was conducted
in Tiaty, Baringo South and Baringo North and specifically along the borders shared by
the three communities of Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus where they share resources and
experience lots of rampant attacks. However, references have been made to areas outside

Baringo County where there was some connection between the inhabitants of the
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Lowlands and those who come from outside of the area. Pastoralists sometimes migrate

to areas outside Baringo and that made reference points.

The study focused on the historical origins of cattle rustling, the changing weapons and
tactics amongst the communities, the causes of the constant fights or attacks, the various
government peace-seeking mechanism meetings and the resultant impact of the cattle
rustling in the areas of Baringo Lowlands. This study focused on the periods between
1900 to 2020. The year 1900 marks the beginning of the community’s first settlement in
the Lowland from the hilly parts of Baringo where they earlier resided in. The year 2020
marked the time when President Uhuru Kenyatta announced that Kenyan military (KDF)
would be utilized to try and bring to an end the stalemate in the Lowlands of Baringo thus

bringing out contemporary information.

1.7 Limitations of the Study

Being an historical inquiry, the study relied on individuals who have witnessed cattle
raids in the past and are now elderly. Most of the elders are aged and in poor health. Due
to age, some of the participants have experienced memory lapses here and hence
inconsistencies in their narratives. The researcher overcame this limitation by
interviewing more elders so as to compensate individual lapses and created a collective
memory pool. The study was informed mostly by the warriors who are reformed and
elders who either participated in the past or at least sorted out issues to deal with cattle

rustling.

To minimize the problem of victims feeling emotional, the researcher engaged the local
provincial administrators and requested them to assist in probing information with an

assurance that it will be used for academic purposes only. Finally, all these sources were
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corroborated for accuracy of the information and this minimized the limitations problem

and objectivity was achieved.

1.8 Definition of Terms
Banditry — This is a type of organized crime committed by outlaws typically

involving the threat or use of violence.

Cattle Raids- This is the act of stealing live cattle, often several or many at once.

Cattle Rustling- This is forcefully acquiring cattle from one community by another one

after careful planning and with the blessings of elders.

Il Chamus- A Maa-speaking people living South and Southeast of Lake Baringo in

Baringo County.

Insecurity- This is the state of being open to danger or threat; lack of proper

protection.

Kalenjin Language- Languages family of a dozen Southern Nilotic languages of Kenya.

comprises the Tugen and Pokot languages.

Lowlands-  An area of land that is fairly flat and not very high above sea level.

Oaths- A solemn appeal to a deity or to some revered thing aimed at witnessing a

strong belief on the issue to be protected.

Peace Caravan- A group of people who have come together, formed a secretariat and
that organizes peace seeking meetings and travel across the lowlands and

bringing together professionals from all the affected communities.
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Pokot-

Predation-

Solo raids-

Tugen-

A sub-community of the Kalenjin. They are of Highland Nilotes and found

in the Baringo Lowlands.

The art of some business people and politicians using weaker people in the

lowland for their own financial advantage.

These are those raids that are not sanctioned by elders like in the past.
They involve an individual planning, executing and even sourcing for

guns and ammunition to use and consider no taboos in the banditry raids.

A sub-community of the Kalenjin community. They are a part of the

Highland Nilotes and some live in the Baringo Lowland.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This chapter presents a review of relevant literature on the contributions of banditry and
cattle rustling to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County of Kenya in an
attempt to establish the main contribution of past scholars and as well as gaps that made
this study relevant. There have been past attempts by scholars to write about the lives of
pastoralists and their way of resolving disputes revolving around scarcity of resources
and fights over grazing rights. Insecurity has become a concern in Baringo Lowlands.
The pastoralists who occupy the area fight over resources almost every time but the
reason why even with many government interventions there has not been a solution in
sight still is mind boggling. The dearth of literature on the dynamism of cattle rustling
and banditry makes it harder to understand why banditry has continued for long without it
being abated. The historical development and causes of banditry and cattle rustling
among these communities helps to unmask why there is small progress in ending the
menace. The literature review has been arranged in line with the objectives of the study
so as to acknowledge the contributions of past scholars as well as identify the gaps to be

filled in trying to contribute towards bridging the knowledge gap.

2.2 The Origin of Predatory Economy and its Causes

In the arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL) of Kenya which Baringo Lowlands is part of,
warfare and cattle rustling among pastoral communities dates back to the pre-colonial
times (Greiner, 2013). Once these communities came in contact, they began raiding for

cattle among themselves for posterity. It was considered a great honour for one
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community to own large herds of cattle as wealth was measured in terms of one’s herd
size. Thus, cattle rustling is an activity which has been in place from time immemorial
since the need for large herds has always existed. Greiner further notes that, before the
advent of colonialism, the reason for such activities was mainly ascribed to the territorial
expansion of specialized pastoral groups such as the Maasai, the Nuer and Pokot. In
addition, he expounds on the need for more space for pasture and water by the main
pastoral communities hence territorial expansion as they sought for more room for their
cattle. Since the herds were increasing too, the area had to expand in order to
accommodate them. The study thus endeavors to examine the historical expansion of the
Pokot community into the Tugen’s land and how the two communities have reacted over

a period to this changing nature.

In the Turkana region, the pastoralists who kept large herds of cattle have been edged out
of their pasturelands and agricultural farms set up (Cocks, 2006). Cocks postulated that
during the pre-colonial period, Turkana people primarily practiced pastoralism and did
not do crop farming. To him, the environment was not suitable for crop farming thus
pastoralism was the norm. Cocks further contends that the Turkana did not plant crops
since there were no sufficient rains to sustain crop farming and also they had large herds
and were not in need of commercial crops. When crop farming was introduced, irrigation
and rain-fed farming was actualized and in the process the Turkana pastoralists were
edged out of the green lush lands. Farmers settled on part of the land and pastoralists
were pushed to the dry inhospitable lands. Historical raids were escalated as the warriors
wanted to expand the size of their cattle which always diminished since there was no

sufficient pasture anymore.
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Cocks’ study focused on the Turkana while this study is on the Pokot, Il Chamus and the
Tugen communities of Baringo and it has established how the introduction of Perkerra
Irrigation Scheme (P1S) in 1954 in Marigat and other crop farming techniques ushered in
the cattle raids among the communities. The young warriors who were just from initiation
and needed to prove their worth lacked sufficient land to herd their cattle due to the

diminishing land and thus resorted to cattle raids from their neighbouring communities.

Lamb and Dye (2009) indicated that a number of pastoral communities of East Africa
have had a change in the nature of their weapons. In the past, they used rudimentary
weapons to attack their neighbours and the results were not that satisfying. In the recent
times, the communities have transformed their weapons. One of the main causes of
intensified cattle rustling and raiding among the communities according to these scholars
is availability of illicit small arms. As per the authors, the local people are well armed
with contemporary weapons. These guns which comprises majorly of automatic AK47
and G3s are readily available. These weapons are very effective and it ends up wiping
many people and taking away large numbers of cattle. The study therefore made an effort
to unravel the connection between the lack of peace in South Sudan and Karamojong area
of Uganda and the high number of weapons in Pokot land. The study also established the
impact of weapons as a source of this conflict between the three communities of Baringo

County.

Cattle rustling among communities of Northern Kenya has been practised since the time
these communities settled in their present territories. Predatory economy can be
attributed to various factors. It has thrived for long since the communities depend on

cattle and in good numbers for them to be recognized in the vicinity. As observed by
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Achuka and Gisesa (2019), the reasons for cattle rustling and raids which have
transformed to banditry have also transitioned over time. To the writers, as communities
grow and marriages carried out to the modern standards, the bride prices go up. This
forces the youth to engage in cattle raids to meet the demand for the large number of
cattle for bride wealth. To Achuka and Gisesa, the Pokot have a tendency of demanding
as many as 40 heads of cows and 60 goats in bride price. This demand is exorbitant and
prohibitive for the young men and they end up sourcing for the cattle from the
neighbouring communities. Of interest to this study was; since in the past raids were
carried out by a whole community, now how do the youth meet this instant demand of
cattle for bride price since it is an individual responsibility? Is it the one cause of the
solo-raids that are witnessed in the communities? If the Pokot community make these
prohibitive dowry demands how do the Tugen and Il Chamus charge for their girls? Since
the writers did not focus on the other two communities, these were some of the gaps this

research endeavoured to answer.

Moreover, Achuka and Gisesa further indicate that illiteracy could be one of the major
causes. The authors pointed out that 67% of Pokot East (Tiaty Constituency) residents are
illiterate as of 2016. To the two authors, this is a major contributor to the rampant cattle
raids. There is a gap in the literature though in ascertaining how the illiteracy level which
has always been there since pre-colonial times has contributed to the constant banditry.
The writers also posit that the Pokot placed high premium on livestock and marriage. To
them, having livestock is not only a sign of wealth as in many African communities but
can easily earn one a wife. However, the veracity and clarity of this statement is what the

research endeavored to ascertain and further enhance an elaboration.
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Osamba (2000) posited that cattle raids and banditry occurred since the time communities
interacted and basically for one prime reason; replenishing their stocks. To Osamba,
every time there was a drought and famine, then immediately after the episode,
communities sat down and came up with possible communities to target for their cattle
numbers replenishing. He also noted that the communities engaged their leadership
before embarking on a raid. The cattle raids were also aimed at coming back with
sufficient number of cattle and encouraged minimum number of casualties as possible.
Osamba further indicates that the women and children were seldom attacked. It was a
men’s affair and the women and children were not involved at all. The scholar also
affirms importantly that the raids occurred immediately after catastrophes and when rains
began falling hence the environment became more hospitable. His study, however, was
focused on establishing why there is a tendency of Pokot community attacking their
neighbours in the middle of droughts and taking away large herds as opposed to other

communities who waited till the time when grass and water was in plenty.

Osamba also focused on the Pokot and their neighbours, the Karamojong, Marakwet and
Turkana but did not delve much on the Tugen and 1l Chamus and how they related during
the crisis period. Although replenishing of cattle stocks as alluded to by Osamba is one of
the reasons as earlier stated, the timing is different as the Pokot and Tugen experience
raids during the drought period while the scholar writes that the pastoralists they studied
engaged in the raids immediately after droughts. The research therefore attempted to
establish why replenishing took place in between droughts and not after that as other

communities do.
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Traditionally, raiding among pastoral societies had objectives which were precise and
clear. As a community, an agreement was entered before engaging in any raids. It was for
social and economic base as an individual without livestock would not actively
participate in any socio-political affair of the society (Osamba, 2001; 2002). Those with
few or no cattle were viewed as outcasts in the community. They were not even allowed
to give their views in public barazas. It was always known that men of honour were those
able to take care of cattle and come up with large cattle herds and if one was unable to
tame and tend to livestock how would he take care of a community of human beings?

Raids were also carried out due to competition for grazing land and water therefore, due
to the scarcity of these resources, some communities invaded territories of their
neighbours leading to conflicts. Osamba further asserts that massive loss of herds due to
catastrophes also led to raids to replenish stocks. There were times when ecological
pandemics like rinderpest infestation or anthrax disease struck and a majority of the
communities lost large numbers of their herds. When the pandemics came to an end, the
communities assessed the losses and came up with possible solutions and raiding was
always one of the top options. The assessment including checking on the extent of
calamitous hitting their neighbours also experienced and if lesser than theirs, they would
raid them to replenish their already lean stocks. It is worth noting that Osamba’s works
focused on the conflict resolutions among the many communities of Kenya and their
causes and not specific on the Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus communities of Baringo.

The Lowlands of Baringo which makes up part of North Rift Kenya, has a very harsh
environment which coupled up with severe soil erosion makes it tough to keep large

herds of cattle (Anderson, 2003). According to Anderson, the harsh environment makes it
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difficult for the communities living there to have large herds. Although any community’s
wealth was measured in terms of herds of cattle, the Pokot and Tugen as well as the Il
Chamus were not able to keep large herds of cattle. The insufficient amounts of pasture
and water made it difficult to have a large herd of cattle. The environment necessitated
the communities to constantly raid so as to have the numbers for daily living. Anderson
further noted that, Pokot raided their neighbours, the Samburu and Turkana so as to boost

their stocks after environmental catastrophes subsided.

Berman (1990) contends that mobilization of Africans into monetary economy in Kenya
happened immediately after the Second World War. Kenya was still a British colony but
the local communities were forced into embracing money economy as opposed to barter
trade that was more common and familiar with the locals. Berman posited that this was
compulsory and extended to the pastoral communities in the whole country. Pastoralists
were forced to sell their livestock in order to pay their taxes. This compulsory sale forced
the communities to reduce their herds. At the end of the day, the communities were
forced to raid their neighbours in order to sustain the constant demands. Berman focused
on the entire country when the research was thus interested in the three communities that

live in Baringo.

Berman’s study indicated that the whole protectorate of East Africa had orders to engage
in money economy. The Tugen and Il Chamus as well as the Pokot must have also
heeded the demand. Since Berman’s study focused on the whole country, the
monetization as a cause of constant raids among the communities of Baringo was of
interest to the study. The study examined whether or not it was due to the introduction of

monetary economy that many raids were occasioned or was just the same even before
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introduction of the monetization policy by the colonial masters. By checking on the
impact of money economy and interest generated by colonial markets, the researcher was
able to ascertain that monetization is indeed one of the main causes of the raids and

conflicts among the pastoralists of Baringo.

Lomoywara (2018) asserted that the Horn of Africa has experienced several banditry
attacks amongst the pastoral communities. He opined that the area has one of the largest
concentrated populations of pastoralists in the world. To Lomoywara, the large
population comes with a challenge of conflicts. His work delved on the Pokot of West
Pokot and how they attacked their neighbours so as to sustain their large population. An
increased population of people and animals with diminishing natural resources is thus a
recipe for chaos. This is usually the case also for the Tugen and Il Chamus of Baringo as
well as the Pokot but the scholar did not write about these communities as his work was
on the Pokot of West Pokot. A large population which is constantly increasing due to lack
of checks and balances increases the pressure on the natural resources and thus leads to
raids as the communities try to at least provide for their own. The proposed study is
aimed at checking on the population pressure as a cause of the constant banditry attacks

among the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus of Baringo lowlands.

Furthermore, Lomaywara (2018) affirms that the Pokot of West Pokot attacked their
neighbours and raided their cattle and the same time chased them away from their
pastureland. They scared, cajoled and fought them as they tried to wrestle them out of the
grazing land. This amounts to some form of territorial expansion by the Pokot. They need
expansive lands which act as land reserve to be used during drought periods which are

frequent in the area. The Pokot of Baringo as evidenced by a fight in 2016 fought the
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Tugen and took over Arabal area which was Tugen land as they sought more pasture land
(Lomoywara, 2018). The case of territorial expansion as a cause of cattle raiding and
banditry among the Baringo communities has not been highlighted by Lomoywara in
depth. It is one of the main causes as evidenced by a court case filed by Baringo County
government concerning the boundary between Baringo and Turkana counties in 2017.
The Pokot at Kapedo always fight with the Turkana as they seek land for their cattle. The
study tried to unravel the nexus between cattle raids and banditry and the boundary feuds.
The larger the area of a community, the better they are assured of good pasture for their

cattle and the more the attacks to expand their territories always.

Moreover, Lomoywara articulated that the Pokot of West Pokot County have
accommodated new actors in the area from other parts of the country to settle amongst
them. The scholar notes that unlike in the past when the Pokot would not allow foreigners
to own land in their territory, nowadays they allow them to buy land and settle amongst
them. The research by Lomoywara (2018) was based on West Pokot but this study has
focused on how the Pokot, Il Chamus and Tugen have related or accommodated
foreigners in their area. Lomoywara further asserts that the Pokot were introduced to
commercialization of cattle rustling by the foreigners who set base in their land. With the
onset of other ethnic communities owning land in Pokot land, the initial thoughts of
replenishing cattle stocks turned to be commercial acquisition of cattle for trade. The
study endeavoured to establish how the coming in of foreigners to the area advanced
cattle rustling and thus settling of foreigners in the area becoming one of the main causes

of cattle raids and banditry among the pastoral communities of Baringo.
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The mobilization of Africans into the international monetary economy in Kenya and the
entire Africa happened immediately after the Second World War (Berman & Lonsdale,
1992). The scholars assert that initially Africans were practicing barter trade and did not
get value for their goods. Pastoralists did not sell their cattle in exchange for money but
would trade cattle for other products they lacked. This barter trade was not encouraging
for the pastoralists and thus they did not engage often on trade. According to Berman
and Lonsdale, monetization of the economy added value to the pastoralists and they now
began engaging in meaningful trade. It is worth noting that, Berman and Lonsdale sought
to know how the introduction of money economy changed trade but did not focus on the
historical trend of cattle raids amongst the pastoral communities which was in a way
enticed to prosper as monetization took effect. The study thus delved into trying to
unravel how the communities engaged in cattle raids way back before monetization of the

economy and the instant need for cattle to engage in money powered trade.

Patterson (1969) in his article discussed the reception of the Pokot community to the
intrusion of the white colonialists. When the colonialists arrived in Pokot land in the early
1900s, they found a conservative community. Patterson points out that on arrival, the
Europeans noted that overreliance of the Pokot on cattle and its products was their major
undoing. He elaborates that the ideas of the colonialists to transform the community from
cattle dependency to irrigation and other forms of farming was met with strong
resistance. The article is quite elaborate on how the Pokot declined to reduce their cattle
size to avoid overgrazing as advocated by the colonialists. The writer observes that the
Pokot preferred to have the cattle starve for lack of pasture than to sell the cattle or

reduce their numbers. He further states that the community was conservative on changing
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the breed of their cattle and upgrading them as they trusted the drought and disease
resistant type that they always kept. The article however, does not delve into when the
Pokot began raiding their neighblours for cattle in the past. A clear course taken by the
pastoral cattle rustling from the past and it revolution to the present is not captured
adequately by the writer. The article instead focused largely on the conservative nature of

the community and how they related with their neighbours.

Hennings (1951) observes that the Tugen people always wanted to stick to their social-
culture and preservation of their traditions. This study purposed to establish why the
Tugen decided to go against their culture and took to raiding. What made it easy for them
to embark on cattle raids from their neighbours a thing they were not always interested in
and their culture was also against. In his book, Hennings elaborated further on how the
Tugen did not actively participate in fishing along the Lake Baringo which the 1l Chamus
did with pride. The Tugen and Pokot stuck to cattle keeping and shunned fishing practice
which seemed lucrative and assured. The writer further notes that there were raids across
the border with the Keiyo and there were no raids between the Pokot and Tugen. In
addition, he postulates that the Tugen would raid the Keiyo and Pokot the Marakwet but

does not indicate the cattle raids between the Pokot and the Tugen.

To Hennings, the cattle raids were planned and orchestrated by the communities not
against themselves but on their neighbours across River Kerio. Hennings’ study occurred
during the time of the construction of Iten to Kabarnet murram road, his focus was on the
relationships between the road workers and the local communities along the road. His
observation was focused on how the Tugen and Keiyo raided cattle amongst themselves

for replenishing purposes and it is therefore important to examine how the Pokot and
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Tugen began to raid each other and the course they took as neighbouring communities

who had existed peacefully before.

Kandagor (2010) opines that the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus communities settled in the
Baringo Lowlands around 1900. The land was conducive for cattle keeping and it
augured very well with the communities as they were pastoralists and did not practise
agricultural tilling even before settling there. Kandagor further notes that the
communities settled in the area after displacing the Okiek and Maasai and lived with the
Il Chamus in peace. Hendrickson et al (1996) observe that, the communities in the
Lowland shared the available pasture and water. There was abundance of pasture and the
community kept large herds. They would stay in the valley for a long period and did not
migrate like their neighbours the Samburu and Turkana did in some instances. The three

communities were harmonious in living and shared the resources without any tussle.

Kandagor furthermore contended that cattle rustling cases among the communities were
very few and apart. They were only for replenishing the diminishing stocks and maybe
after a drought or disease calamity. He further affirmed that since the past, the
communities rarely participated in cattle raids. Raids were performed after careful
planning and approval of elders which was also accompanied with blessings. The writer
also notes that the raids were done but on far communities. Rarely would the Tugen raid
the Pokot or Il Chamus as they went for the communities that were not close neighbours.
However, Kandagor’s work did not capture when the communities began actively raiding
from themselves as neighbours and why they decided to attack their close neighbours
with whom they may even have blood relationships. The study thus endeavoured to

examine the historical origin of the raids.
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Migration and settlement of the three communities to the Baringo Lowlands had several
reasons (Chesikaw, 2019). Key among the reasons for migration and settlement around
the lowlands was the outbreak of disease, internal disagreements and environmental
factors around Mount Elgon. He asserts that the Mt. Elgon region was fertile and cold
thus prone to conflicts as everyone wanted to settle in the good area. The lowland was
conducive for their cattle and from 1900 they settled in the area and had minimal
migrations around the area. To Chesikaw, the Pokot fought the Samburu at the time they
settled in the lowland over a claim that a bull of the Pokot had broken a limb decided to
retaliate and when they realized their mistake migrated further from the lowland.
However, the writer did not indicate whether the Pokot attacked the Samburu on their
way and topped up their cattle with the ones from Il Chamus and Tugen neighbours or

just stuck to their numbers from the Samburu.

Chesikaw further contended that the Orror which is a sub-clan of the Tugen community
among the Pokot performed elaborate traditional marriage process. During the marriage,
there was a step known as engagement in which the bridegroom was expected to come
with cattle. The bride price was set depending on the family one went to seek hand in
marriage. The view of the scholar is that, cattle brought to the bride’s family were
supposed to be devoid of any blemish and not from raids. The Tugen made clear
background checks to ensure that the girl was being married to a family which was
honourable and not known for cattle raids. The study examined the origin of cattle raids
among the communities in the lowlands for payment of dowry as they were perceived to
have been living peacefully amongst themselves for some time. Animosity among

communities that lived side by side was not common and the writer has not tackled the
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objective in the book. It was always known that the communities sought cattle from far
rather than their next door neighbours with whom they had even intermarried with and

had blood relationships with.

Kipkulei (1972) asserts that the Pokot before settling at the lowland where they live now
were known aggressors against the other communities. He points to the fact that they
attacked the Keiyo who bordered them to the West and fought with them as they sought
good lands for their cattle. He further posits that the Marakwet to their North-west
suffered the same fate from the Pokot. Kipkulei thus argues that the Pokot were naturally
aggressive in nature and even before colonialism set pace and all the way even after
independence. The aggressive nature of the community was most times now exploited to
attack communities around them and at the tail end raid cattle. To Kipkulei, the Pokot
had good knowledge of their environment, mastered their terrain and would replenish
their cattle at some time and it is noted that they went for raids far from the Tugen and Il
Chamus. They went for the Turkana and Samburu since they wanted to avoid being
caught by their immediate neighbours.

However, the research was interested in examining how the local Pokot changed from
engaging in distance raids to now attacking their immediate neighbours. The reasons for
the raids, the route it has taken and the factors that facilitated the raids since pre-colonial
period. In the past, the youth would judiciously listen to elders’ counsel and followed
fully their advice. However, there are now rising cases of the youth going against the
advice of the elders. They are abandoning the guided ways with speed and it is becoming
rampant. It was a taboo amongst the Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus to go against elders’

words but with time the wrath of the elders seems not to bother the youth anymore. They

29



feel more modernized, superior and technologically advanced and this was not captured
in Kipkulei’s work.

Cheserek et al (2012) affirms that, traditionally, before any cattle raids took place among
communities in the valley, all the warriors (ngoroko) were taken into seclusion or retreat
to be blessed and guided on when and how to strike at their targets. They were grouped
into several categories and each group assigned a special task so as to avoid casualties on
their side and unnecessary deaths also on the other community they were attacking. How
they arranged to attack and came out successfully as they usually did between the Pokot

is still not known to the public as it is well guarded secret.

Cheserek et al (2012) further asserts that the seclusion of warriors was done by serious
community elders and medicine men who took upon themselves to monitor the warriors’
health, physical appearance and response for the period they are in seclusion. Anyone
who was to take part in the raid was also expected to attend all the blessing sessions
without any fail. It was a combined community effort and no one was expected to fail.
There were no cases of personal raids reported in the past. The success of a raid was a
community success and an individual would not just decide to engage in a solo raid. They
always valued a meticulously arranged raid which was community based and the whole
community felt part and parcel of the success later. Tracing the change over time is what
the researcher tried to resolve as Cheserek et al (2012) had not focused on this in his

work.

Salih (1992) contends that the Baringo lowland was a good land for pastoralists to settle
and keep large herds of cattle. To him, the area was not good for crop farming as it had

big gulleys and was no longer flat. It is predicted that this was the reason why the three
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communities decided to settle in the area as opposed to the highlands which was forested,
was colder and the settlers had also edged them out of the highlands. The writer also
postulates that pastoralists were egalitarian in nature. They went through the same
cultural rites (Salih, 1992). They participated in cattle raids before engaging in marriage

as they sought cattle to pay dowry.

Cattle raids were undertaken after careful deliberations by the elders. They were carried
out after a thorough investigation was done on its viability and medicine men consulted
for a possible outcome. Salih further contends that the raids were undertaken only when
they were so necessary. Elders also were sought to reconcile feuding neighbours in case
any raids took place and it happened that the affected communities shared a boundary.
The raids were far in between and the numbers of casualties very minimal as they were

carefully planned and this was the case from time immemorial.

Anderson (1988) blames the environment for the constant raids as the harsh environment
would not sustain cattle keeping. He at some point indicated that irrigation farming was
essential for the area but due to the gulleys, the area was not prioritized for commercial
irrigation hence the local population kept on with their act of raiding to boost their stocks.
Behnke (2008) notes that pastoralist communities were egalitarian in nature and went
through the same cultural rites. All the youth before attaining eldership title had to
undergo very many rigorous traditional rites and ceremonies which were usually laden
with advice and wise counsel. The writer further asserts that elders gave out the right
steps and directions to be taken before one became an elder or attained the next level.

These elders were so respected and their word was law unto everyone. No one had the
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audacity to go against their word and thus just like all the pastoralists, the Tugen, Pokot

and Il Chamus followed that to the later.

According to Anderson (2002), all elders were valued and issued valid orders. Those
groups that would launch an attack on their neighbours without consulting the elders or
against the advice of the elders usually risked getting wiped off by the rival community.
Although Anderson observes that warriors respected their elders and stuck to their
demands, the current study is aimed at examining why there are cases of solo raids in the
community, cases of warriors going for raids without the blessings of elders and who
allows the youth to take part in such. Rebellion against authority of elders, NGOs and
government directives is one of the causes of constant raids and the research is thus
aimed at examining why there is such high level of rebellion in the area. This study took
into account why the raids intensified even with the introduction of irrigation and the

boosting of stocks as Anderson indicated.

Mkutu (2003) postulates that government policies and implementation is to blame largely
for the constant raids. He apportions blame on the government officials who most of the
times issue orders from the country’s headquarters in Nairobi without visiting the
epicenter of the problem. This to Mkutu is one of the causes. Cattle rustlers take
advantage of the lapse in command and engage in constant raids in the valley. He also
contends that government officials in the area are unmotivated and demoralized as their
superior officers rarely come down to the affected areas but only demand for reports from
the ground. Thus, the study attempted to establish how the lapse in command and
detachment by the government officials had contributed to the constant raids. Since the

higher ranking officials also depend on the local provincial administration for reports, the
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local administrators who felt neglected mostly did not give out accurate information

knowing very well that senior officers rarely visited the locality.

Development in the Baringo Lowlands, Marakwet, Samburu and Turkana areas has been
hampered by cattle rustling and raids since the pre-colonial period (Kimaiyo, 2016). To
Kimaiyo, the communities living in this area have always been given a raw deal when it
comes to substantial development since they are always in war. The area is not accessible
as the communities are constantly feuding and do not support development at most times.
As per his observation, the communities value their local livestock breeds at the expense
of current development at most times since the pre-colonial period. To the writer, the
more the communities stuck to their traditional methods of cattle rustling, the more they
lost in terms of development. However, Kimaiyo’s work has not traced the historical
development of the nature of cattle rustling since there was much emphasis on the effects
of the cattle raids. This study thus endeavored to cover the part of historical origins of the

raids.

Kimaiyo also posits that women in both communities of the Kerio Valley area
participated in cattle raids. The writer indicates that women who usually took peripheral
role in the past during raids are now active participants of cattle rustling. He puts women
at the center of the cattle raids as opposed to the past. To the writer, 97% of the Pokot
respondents he interviewed have witnessed young women take part in raids while 57.6%
of the Marakwet women did not witness them in raids. This proves that women have
played a role in the cattle raids however small the percentage. The work of Kimaiyo
points out that Pokot women are the ones accompanying men in the raids as carriers.

Kimaiyo however focused on the Marakwet, Keiyo and the Pokot communities only. He
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has not discussed the women of Tugen and Il Chamus and whether they are active
participants in the raids. The modern times are also important in observing women as one
of the constant causes of banditry and cattle rustling. The study also endeavored to
establish how the Tugen and Il Chamus women assisted their men in the raids and

importance of women as a cause of the cattle raids.

Kimaiyo further observes that in the past, women and children were not harmed in the
raids since they were considered harmless. Kimaiyo asserts that before warriors engaged
in raids, there were blessing ceremonies. These ceremonies were a men-only affair and
women were not allowed near the ceremonies. They considered women to be easy to tell
out their secrets and compromise the raids. The warriors were taken into seclusion for
some time but Kimaiyo observes that at some point some communities were spotted
having women in their attack troops. It was thus the intention of this study to establish
how the women became part of the attacks and since Kimaiyo focused on the Elgeiyo,
Marakwet and Pokot communities only, the study focused on the role of women as a

cause of the raids in the Tugen and Il Chamus communities.

Taking into account the fact that cattle rustling has been a practice that has been around
since the time pastoralists settled in the Baringo Lowland, the historical origin and causes
of it are varied and many. A number of scholars have indicated these causes as outlined
in the literature review but there are still some gaps which the study endeavoured to fill to
bridge the gaps in literature available. Also, since most of earlier studies focused on the
primary causes of cattle rustling, there is need to now also appreciate the dynamism and

causes in the contemporary times which have not been captured adequately.
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2.3 The Changing Nature of Cattle Rustling and Banditry in Baringo County from
the 1970s

Leff (2009) contends that transportation of cattle after a raid in the pastoral areas has
changed overtime. He asserts that in the past, many communities would not succeed in
their cattle raids because the terrain they used was not all well for the cattle to move
faster. They depended on cattle being driven on foot and it took time. He points out that
with time that has transformed as governments opened roads in the interior. The roads
were constructed with an objective of curbing rustling in the prone areas but he observes
that it became an avenue to transport cattle faster. The bandits would strike an area, load
the cattle on pickup trucks and lorries and this was a new phenomenon in the area as

communities lost their livestock instantly and without possible repossession.

Leff discussed a common feature in all pastoral communities that experienced cattle
rustling but did not focus on the three communities this research has focused on. The
study also checked on the use of motor bikes which have increased in number in the area.
Bandits move swiftly from one area to the other as motor cycles are able to access many
terrains which ordinarily vehicles would not and security officers cannot access. In terms
of transportation also, bandits in Baringo use boats in Lake Baringo to move from the Il
Chamus land to the Pokot community area. In his work, Leff has not touched on this
factor as it is only unique to Baringo communities since they have a lake in the area. The

study tried to bring out the impact of small boats in the banditry around the area.

Spencer (1998) discusses the relationship between Turkana, Pokot, Karamojong,
Samburu and Rendille. He expresses how the working relationship between these

communities has changed from the past when they were peaceful and using weapons for
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defense against wild animals and to now when they have resorted to use them to fight
against themselves. The article by Spencer is important to the study as it outlines how the
pastoral communities studied have advanced overtime in terms of weapons utilized. At
the same time, the writer has also discussed the boundary remaking by the warring
communities. Every time a community is attacked by their rival, they are pushed from
their usual grazing land and the dominant community occupies the area. This has seen a
rise in Pokot of Baringo maiming the Tugen and Il Chamus then occupying their lands.
This is corroborated by what happened in the Baringo Lowlands. Areas like Arabal,
Kapindasum, Ngelecha and Loruk have had schools closed and trading centres burnt to

the ground by bandits from the Pokot side (Kiptui, 2021).

The work of Spencer was broad and did not capture the specific communities from
Baringo. The work is of essence in that it gives a face to what has taken place in Baringo
recently. The Pokot warriors were always attacking the Tugen and Il Chamus, raid their
cattle and leave the area. This has recently changed to the Pokot attacking then leaving
some warriors behind to guard and claim the land. The study was aimed at ascertaining
how the Pokot and Tugen communities despite being neighbours for long have now
experienced a change in the area as attacks happen and the warriors claim the land as
opposed to the past when they would immediately retreat after their raid became

successful and they had driven enough cattle to replenish their stocks.

According to Osamba (2012), cattle raids in the past before the onset of colonialism were
organized by elders in the community and the warriors only executed it. There was a
social structure in the pastoral societies which was largely based on generation lines and

age-sets. This was to ensure there was law and order in the community even without any
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organized police in the area. Basically, there were three age-sets namely: Youth, Junior
Elders and Senior Elders. To Osamba, in all the pastoral communities, the youth would
listen to what the elders said and heed it to the logical end. The senior elders were the
pillar of all affairs of the community and what they instructed no one would go against at
all. All decisions had a basis and an example of how it was tackled in the past when it
arose. The writer observes that, the communities were harmonious due to the respect they
had for the elders and attacks well planned. He also notes that it was applicable to almost
all the pastoral communities. Nevertheless, Osamba’s work did not touch on the Tugen
and I1 Chamus’ way of doing things and there is a more recent observation where

warriors engage in solo raids.

Furthermore, Osamba indicates that a majority of the raids were carried out as a
community. They always partook in the raids after droughts and without hurting women
and children in the process. With time however, the Pokot warriors have resorted to solo-
raids and killing of anyone they meet without discrimination. The warriors no longer take
the words of the elders with the needed seriousness but take their own route of attacking
their neighbours for cattle. It has transformed from attacking for replenishing and with
elders’ blessings to now solo-raids for personal gain. However, Osamba’s (2001) study

did not capture this on the Baringo communities.

On the other hand, Oguda (2012) points out that during the pre-colonial period, there
were cases of cattle raids among the communities occupying East Africa. He avers that
cattle raids were common and communities took time planning the raids and with
minimum number of casualties. Although the meetings were secretive, they were held

and oaths administered. According to Oguda, the raids were carefully planned and
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banditry was hard to hear of. Things started changing with the onset of colonialism. The
colonial governments in place forced the pastoralists to engage in destocking. The
colonial administrations were focused at ensuring that the small land units would be able
to sustain the available cattle. The colonialists also alienated the highlands forcing the
pastoralists to destock as they began lacking reserve pasture. In addition, Oguda asserts
that the colonial period marked the beginning of banditry. Independence of Kenya
ushered in another set of problems as taxes were to be paid in cash and not in kind. Cattle
would not be used as a medium of payment and this now fueled banditry as the people
thirsted for cash to pay the taxes demanded by the government. Warriors would be taken
to training in order to attack neighbours and increase the herd size and be able to pay the

taxes without much struggle.

Furthermore, Oguda discusses how the pastoralists have now adopted the idea of buying
and selling cattle for profit. In earlier times, pastoral communities did not believe in
selling cattle. Oguda indicates that external communities introduced the idea of cattle
trade to the pastoralists and demand for their cattle products increased. The demand has
outpaced the supply and the traders introduced superior weapon attacks so as to satisfy
their needs. Bandits have now taken to attacking their neighbours with guns and taking
away all their cattle then loading them into vehicles which ferry the animals faster and
effectively as compared to when they would trek. The work of Oguda is contemporary
and explains though it does not touch on the Baringo communities to demonstrate how
cattle rustling has morphed from the initial small scale to now banditry. Availability of
ready market for the cattle which are now transported to Nakuru, Nairobi and others as

far as Mombasa is a factor that has made banditry change face overtime. The current
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study has managed to countercheck what Oguda wrote about all the pastoral communities
resorting to banditry and even killing people in order to satisfy the growing number in

demands for cattle products.

In the Baringo Lowlands where the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus have settled cattle
rustling has been a major problem since the initial settlement of these communities in the
area. It was regarded as a normal cultural practice of warriors coming to a community,
selecting the best breeds of cattle that would trek for a long distance and if resistance was
minimal begin a journey back. It was rarely reported among the communities since it was
normal and all communities replenished their stock after calamities in the same manner

(Mkutu, 2001).

The writer further elaborates that elders from both sides were aware of the raids and
blessed their warriors before embarking on any mission. This was the period when
children were never touched by the warriors at all. Among the communities that Mkutu
focused on at the border of Kenya and Uganda, there was no way a warrior would kill or
maim a child in the raid and be accepted back in the community before he was cleansed.
There was an elaborate ceremony performed to ensure that one was cleansed against the
act he performed and a prayer held to appease the spirits of the community. To Mkutu,
the local people engaged in pure cattle rustling and raid and in the process, no arson was
allowed or entertained. Mkutu study conducted among the border communities. As
such, the Tugen and Il Chamus, the focus of the current study was not part of it and also,
his work did not elaborate on the contemporary ways of cattle raids which the researcher

has now incorporated.
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Lomoywara (2018) indicates that among the Pokot of West Pokot County, the weapons
they have been using in the raids have changed over time. The scholar contends that as
the neighbours embraced new weapons the Pokot too invested in weapons and have been
able to acquire modern weapons for use in their raids. In the past, the community
depended on rudimentary weapons. They used bows, arrows, spears and shields made of
animal skin for their raids. The writer asserts that these weapons were ineffective and did
not yield the desired results they yearned for as a community. He further indicates that
the community advanced to using Avtomat Kalashnikova (AK47) and Gewehr3 (G3)
guns. Guns changed the perspective of cattle rustling from a conservative way of

replenishing stocks to a new launch of raids for commercial trade.

To Lomoywara, the gun was the impetus to effective banditry. The earlier weapons were
slowly relegated to the status of being used in ceremonies as traditional symbols only.
Spears and bows have become a relic of the past as the pastoralists turned to guns.
Lomoywara further discusses the Pokot of West Pokot County and how they transformed
their weapons over time. The attacks they meted out on their neighbours also featured in
the book. However, the work did not touch on the Tugen and Il Chamus communities and
how the changing weapons gave face to new ways of attacking communities and gaining

more cattle than in the past.

Lomoywara asserts that the onset of phones which are now mobile and available cheaply
is one of the things that have contributed to rustling changing to banditry. The Pokot
community of West Pokot County have good telephone network in the area and this has
assisted the community to organize raids successfully. To the scholar, the warriors can be

informed of any impending arrests or counter attack as they plan their raids and they can
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change tact or routes mid-way to confuse the law enforcers. Overtime, the phones have
assisted them so much as they are now able to micromanage every situation as
communication is effective. Thus, telecommunication has transformed this trade to a
great extent and brings a different face to the initially known cattle rustling to now a new

advanced banditry.

The study has compared how the Pokot of Baringo, Tugen and Il Chamus have used the
mobile phones to advance banditry as Lomoywara did with the Pokot of West Pokot
County only. The scholar did also observe that mobile phone network has been enhanced
in all corners of Baringo County in which the government intended to be used to fight
cattle rustling but now the bandits use the network to coordinate and attack the local
communities. It was also ascertained that mobile technology has helped the bandits to spy
on their neighbours and where they keep their cattle as well as make mobile money
transactions easier for the bandits who have taken advantage of technology. The current
study therefore endeavoured to examine the dynamism of cattle rustling and banditry in

Baringo county overtime.

2.4 The Role of Banditry and Cattle Rustling to the Development of Baringo County
Finke (2006) in his work on the linguistic categorization of the Nilotes has observed that
the Tugen and Pokot are closely related and can understand each other when they talk in
their local dialect. Finke indicates that the Government of Kenya in most cases organizes
peace meetings amongst the warring communities who share a border and the
government officers in most cases use one local language and the other community
members present are assumed to also decipher what the other side is saying. To Finke,

although the Pokot and Tugen languages are not the same, the other side can understand
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what is discussed. Chiefs, Assistant County Commissioners (ACCs), Deputy County
Commissioners (DCCs) and other government officials have held many meetings
amongst the two communities. To Finke, the languages spoken might make it easier for
the administrators. The study thus helped to unravel why the Pokot and Tugen despite

having all the meetings do not end the constant attacks.

The Marakwet of Kenya regularly solved their internal wrangles by inviting some
external government administration officers to act as mediators (Kipkorir, 1973). This
was in the spirit of having an outsider without any interest on their matter and one who
would offer a solution without any bias. Kipkorir further explains how when the
traditional methods seemed to fail, the intervention of a foreigner sorted out the wrangles.
Kipkorir’s work is important as it emphasizes the importance of having an external
mediator. The current study aimed at stating how the attempts by government
administrators such as Peter Okwanyo who was the County Commissioner of Baringo
from 2010 to 2016 almost ended the banditry menace. The researcher attempted to
unravel how he was able to bring the communities together despite the language barrier
since he was a Luo without attachment to any of the communities. The CC was able to
make several positive strides towards almost ending the cattle rustling and banditry

problem in Baringo County.

During the dry seasons and whenever there is drought and famine in Baringo, cases of
insecurity are reported in large numbers (Odhiambo, 2016). This is the time when
government officials are alerted of cases of deaths, displacements and counterattacks
amongst the communities of Baringo. Odhiambo’s study is contemporary and captures

several legal cases instituted by the Il Chamus community against the Pokot community.
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The writer presents the struggles of a community trying to get justice for the victims of
banditry. This has had the community going as far as instituting cases against the State.
The thesis is important as it places into context the many struggles communities go
through as they seek to get justice after bandit attacks. The work outlines various
meetings by government officials to discuss the banditry problem which yielded less
results hence the resort to charge the state by the Il Chamus community. The work
however is limited to the meetings held by the government on the side of the 1l Chamus
only and the study tried to unravel also the other meetings done on the Pokot and Tugen

community sides.

Patterson (1969) noted that, the onset of colonialism and the imposition of their ideology
on the Pokot of Kenya has had immense impact up to now. The Pokot who were
conservative and kept to themselves were reluctant to take in the ideas proposed by the
colonialists when they set base in Pokotland. The colonial government forced the local
leaders to bring all the Pokot to Nginyang’ for compulsory meetings but the Pokot did not
yield to this demand. Pastoralism was their way of life and the Pokot community
therefore did not accept any new ideas against cattle keeping. At some point the colonial
government wanted to establish Perkerra Irrigation Scheme (PIS) with the help of African
Land Development Board (ALDEV) but the Pokot and Tugen communities living around
the area were so hostile and vehemently opposed to the idea. They needed all their
lowlands reserved as surplus pastureland for their cattle. He further observes that the
government through its administration at the local setting forcefully implemented the
project despite strong resistance by the community first. Paterson’s study discusses the

initial colonial times when they were trying to set base in the area and indicates how the
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communities at the lowlands were strongly against some new government policies. It
tries to unravel the origin of the rebellion against government policies. The current study
has attempted to bridge the gap in this work by outlining the meetings that Pokot and
government have had after independence and how they have not resolved much since

then.

In the 1960s, the Pokot warriors (Ngoroko) would raid their neighbours, the Tugen and Il
Chamus, taking mature cows, goats and sheep strong enough to trek long distances when
driven and leave the young ones at the pens (Opondo, 2008). This was the case all the
way up to about 2000 when they now began attacking communities and wiping off
everything including chicken and the young children. He further argues that, the Pokot
started employing scorched earth policy on their neighbours and did not care anymore
about them. When such attacks happened, the writer points out that the police are
informed but the local administration do not care much and the results are always not
good. This is in concurrence with what happened at the Suguta Marmar valley in 2012
when more than 50 police officers were killed by armed bandits (Matara, E. 2016, June
22, Daily Nation). The bandits ambushed and killed over 50 police officers as they were
not well versed with the area’s terrain and at the same time the officers did not involve
the local chiefs before attacking the warriors. Since the Suguta Marmar tragedy happened
in Samburu County and there are lessons to be learned by the Baringo communities on

the importance of involving local administration, Opondo’s study is of great relevance.

Moreover, Opondo postulates that the Tugen and Il Chamus communities are so attentive
and listen to their leaders against a commonly held belief that the Pokot are always the

aggressors and do not love attending meetings. To Opondo, the residents of Tiaty who are
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largely Pokot are not always willing to attend meetings and their leaders also do not have
much influence over their people. It is thus the hope of the researcher that by checking on
the contributions of the local administration during plans to offer counter attacks, there
will be more understanding on how the local administration at the local level cannot be

underestimated at all.

Kaimba et al (2011) have indicated in their article that communities in Baringo depend on
the national government administration to allow them enough security before migrating.
The writers indicate that since the pastoral communities look for water and pasture during
the dry season, they always seek advice from the local administration on which area is
safe for them. The scholars also pointed out that the size of their herd also determined
their migratory patterns but the main thing that ensured a proper migratory pattern
according to them is the advice by the chiefs of the area they usually migrated to. It is
worth noting that the chiefs form an integral part of the cattle keepers. The good advice
they offer ensures a successful herding without confrontation or problems. The article is
important to the study as it provides a window into the good way the chiefs advise the
pastoralists and the researcher was able to probe more on why there are many meetings
convened and coordinated by the chiefs but just after some few days’ conflicts arise and

bandits deprive many of their livelihood.

The elites among the pastoral communities of Baringo often organize peace meetings
(Kaimba et al, 2011). These peace meetings are frequent and are held in the conflict
prone areas. The border between the Tugen, Il Chamus and Pokot communities play host
to such meetings all the time. In 2016 alone, 20 peace meetings were convened and

attended by leaders from the warring communities (Gisese & Achuka, 2019). The two
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groups of writers concur that several peace seeking meetings were held. Members of the
National Assembly representing the three communities and areas were present. Tiaty
Constituency represented by William Kamket, Baringo South by Charles Kamuren and
Baringo North by William Cheptumo. They held discussions on how to end ordeal with
the issue of insecurity in the region and all the local people were involved. The study
therefore embarked on unraveling why despite all the commitment shown by the leaders

and government officials banditry still persist.

Further to the peace meeting at Mukutani, there were peace caravans organized across the
affected areas. The leaders from Laikipia all the way to Tiaty went round the area
preaching peace. However, even after the long and expensive travels, the bandits now
began attacking furiously and even Killing people. Gisese and Achuka (2019) wrote on
the peace caravans and did not ascertain how effective they were. The study thus
endeavoured to unravel why the caravans did not yield much success and how they would
have been conducted or who the real participants should have been so as to achieve a
meaningful conclusion. It is also worth noting that the peace caravans were well funded
by both the GoK and some international NGOs. The participants according to the writers
were entitled to allowances which they drew but the results were not that positive. They
observed that it was still some work in progress and they did not achieve the objective of

peace as earlier indicated in their need.

Otieno (2008) affirms that bandits reigned terror in Baringo and women as well as
harmless children were not spared. This was 2008 and the attack was brutal. He further
posits that the attackers were very well informed of the whereabouts of the cattle pens

and whoever resisted was met with brutal force. A chief at Loruk location at the border of
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Pokot and Tugen was killed by bandits and all his livestock carted away. To Otieno, this
was the breaking point and the County Commissioner sanctioned a disarmament exercise
in the area. The Ministry of Interior and National Coordination organized for a
disarmament exercise but it did not take place. In 2017, just before elections, the
President ordered that the Kenya Defence Forces assist the National Police Service to
engage in disarmament exercise in the area. This study endeavoured to analyse why the
disarmament was not carried out since attacks continued immediately as if there was no
disarmament exercise in the area. Otieno’s article is vital in that it outlines a government
funded disarmament aimed at getting rid of illegal arms in the area. Nevertheless,
Otieno’s article has some gaps which this study intended to fill by examining how
effective the exercise was and the various meetings done by the security team yet still

banditry thrived.

2.5 The Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Peace in Baringo County

Catley (2003) attributes the development of an area to its security status. He points out
that most investors accept to set base in an area as long as their security and that of what
they invest is guaranteed. He however also points out that not all the time do the investors
get assured of their security. Catley writes about the entire continent and does not focus
on the Baringo Lowland. The research therefore endeavored to find out how investors
viewed the insecurity issue in Baringo, how the insecurity issue has affected the
investment patterns in the area and also find out if some investors have tried to invest in

the insecurity prone areas as a way of mitigating the factor.

Hotels and hospitality industry is one of the main areas that are affected every time cattle

rustling and raids escalate in the area. Catley further points out that since most hotels

47



depend on foreign tourists as customers, once attacks escalate in the neighbourhood many
hotels are affected. Their income tumbles down as most times the local people do not
engage in domestic tourism which would have acted as an alternative. The writer has
brought to the fore the issue of low income in the hospitality industry due to cattle
rustling. Baringo Lowlands has Lake Baringo and Lake Bogoria which serves the three
ethnic communities and has hotels at the shore. The researcher endeavoured to establish

how far the raids and banditry affect the hotel industry in the area.

Girard et al (2005) posit that every time two or more communities settle in one place,
there is bound to be some form of disagreement. The violence that occurs is due to
misunderstanding between the communities over some things like resources in the
locality. To the scholar, competition over natural resources is the main cause and this is
because competition takes place since the number of people and livestock increases while
the natural resources get depleted. Girard further points out that violence arises as
communities quarrel over resources. Girard’s work is important to the study as it outlines
the reasons why communities fight once they settle down in a new environment. The
Tugen and Pokot communities as well as Il Chamus take to violence against each other
anytime one community encourages on one’s area thus the work by Gerard opens up to

more explanations on why communities like the pastoral ones in Africa fight each other.

Crummey (2000) reiterates the impact of banditry and rebellion in the pre-colonial and
colonial Africa. His work is on the roles played by an invading community and the
colonialists who came to Africa to exploit and benefit from the fertile lands which had
never been tilled. Crummey opines that, when an invading community arrived at an area,

the host community most of the time was displaced. Mass movement of community
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members occurred. Displacement occurred and most times the host community was
caught off guard and thus had to accept and move to look for better lands. The work is
based on the colonial period and it is important to this study since immediately the Pokot
and Tugen arrived at the Baringo Lowland they displaced the Il Chamus and confined
them to an area around Lake Baringo. The community has struggled to expand and get
out of the area but the two communities have kept them where they were unless for a few
cases of community members who have bought land in Tugen land and settled there. The
study thus endeavoured to establish the level of displacement of communities due to

cattle rustling and raiding in this contemporary time.

Boone (2013) concurs with Crummey as she points out that displacement of communities
en masse happens when there is active cattle raids and banditry. The writer elaborates
how banditry wipes out the resources that a community had and leads to the community
being chased away. Boone is categorical in her work that bandits mete out violence on
the local population and take away their land and occupy it. The writing of Boone
however is based on many communities and not focused on the Baringo pastoralists. The
current study has assessed how the cattle rustlers have forced the Tugen and Il Chamus
out of Mukutani, Arabal, Loruk and some lands along the border. It was also able to
establish why there are 1l Chamus and Tugen community members who have decided to
settle in Internally Displaced Persons Camps and have not returned to their original areas

up to now (2020).

Furthermore, Boone has indicated that as other communities lose land due to
displacement those who displace them automatically gains some new land. The

boundaries are changed in the minds of the communities as they settle on the acquired
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territory. They expand their territories and come up with new boundaries. To Boone,
most communities in Kenya after being incited by politicians seek to formalize and
expand their territories by remarking their boundaries. Boone’s work is relevant as it
brings out one of the impacts of cattle raids. In the current setting, communities in
Baringo engage in fierce battles for cattle as well as grazing land. The Pokot encroach
into the Tugen and Il Chamus land as they seek to have more pastureland. This is one
area which the scholar captured although he did not write about the situation in Baringo
Lowland. The current study therefore will fill that gap by delving into the boundary

remarking of the border between the three pastoral communities in Baringo.

Fanon (1961) posited that Africans were introduced to formal education by colonialists
but in a very crude way. The colonialists distorted and destroyed the future of the
colonized Africans. They brought to Africans a form of education which was manual
oriented and hid the technical skills which they knew Africans would stand to benefit
from and ensured that all Africans were not educated to high standards. To Fanon, this
was a travesty of high magnitude since the colonizers did it on purpose. Schools were not
put in place as the Africans were expected to learn from farms and open air classes and
where schools were established, Africans were not given the privilege of learning any
white collar job oriented lessons as they were always expected to be assistants and never
leaders. Although Fanon was writing with a colonial example and experience, what is
taking place in the border of the communities of Baringo now replicates the same. The
work of Fanon is important to this study as it proves how low or distorted schooling leads
to no development in an area. Cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo have led to the

closing down of schools while others are converted to police posts. Closure of schools
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and displacement of students is one of the major impacts of cattle rustling. It was one of
the endeavours of this study to establish how the pupils whose schools were closed down

are educated and the impact of the closure on the economies of the area.

Grahn (2005) examined the Karamojong of Uganda’s experience during the period when
they had very many raids. The community raided all their neighbours and there were
many deaths occasioned by their raids. The Karamojong were able to access guns and
ammunitions from their neighbours and the political conflicts in South Sudan afforded
them unlimited supply of weapons. Grahn further notes that the community was always
ready to attack and they were so successful in their raids. As a result, cattle prices in the
area shot up and business people would organize for raids so as to get a supply of cattle
for their trade. However, the work of Grahn was focused on Uganda and not the Pokot of
Kenya which the current study intended to establish how the frequent raids have raised
the prices of cattle amongst them. The pastoral communities of Baringo are feeling the
impact of cattle prices shooting as the demand rises and cattle raids increase. The study
has thus attempted to establish the correlation between the constant shootings and the rise

in demand.

In his work, Grahn (2005) has also touched on the setting base of peace-seeking NGOs
among the Karamoja of Uganda. The NGOs are the ones that are seeking to develop
alternative means of income generation among the warring youth. Grahn further indicates
that the NGOs which are foreign funded most of the times are able to penetrate the
interior and offer locally based solutions which are almost bearing fruits. The work
corroborates with this study as there are also NGOs that have set base in Baringo

lowlands which try to offer solutions in the area. Although Grahn’s work was focused on
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the Ugandan community, it offers an insight into important role of the NGOs in the
community and this study endeavoured to contribute into the existing body of knowledge

on the pastoral communities of Baringo.

IRIN (2014) in their report indicated that there are rising cases of rich merchants who did
not have much prior to the escalation of cattle rustling raids in the Northern Kenya. The
report indicates that the merchants have become wealthy since they trade in cattle which
comes from the area and do not buy them at market price but at throw away price from
bandits. The report was on the whole country thus the focus is not on Baringo only. There
are areas in the Lowlands which are always attacked, cattle are stolen and in towns like
Chemolingot in Pokot, Tangulbei and Marigat in the Tugen area there are leading
business people who are believed to benefit from banditry. It was thus the endeavor of the
current study to corroborate the issues with facts on how the traders have risen up due to

the cattle raids in the area and established empires as a result.

Similarly, Leys (1975) had noted that violence is as a result of foreigners settling in a
land which one community had earlier set base and introducing new ideas without the
input of the local communities. He argues that the onset of colonialism in Kenya spurred
up violence from the host communities which had traditions they wanted to preserve. The
scholar further elaborates that colonialists tried to introduce new cultures which to them
were civilizing but to the local people was destabilizing their usual way of doing things.
In addition, Leys points out that the local population was indeed used to barter trade but
with the introduction of colonial economy, monetization became the norm and the
reaction of Africans was violence. There was also an increase in cattle rustling as

communities tried to get hold of cattle to exchange with the whites and other traders for
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cash to pay their taxes. Ley’s study is relevant to the present study in that it elaborates
much on the impact of incoming foreigners and disruption of the norms of the local
communities. In Baringo Lowland, the Il Chamus settled first at the shores of Lake
Baringo then the Tugen came accompanied by the Pokot around 1900 and that is when
initial violence commenced. The study has attempted to ascertain the truth of this

statement.

Senehi (1995) articulates that insecurity issues between communities have captured
Kenya’s national attention for some time now. The communities are on the prime news
most days and it is because of cattle rustling and banditry. In Baringo, the Pokot
community is called out for being the aggressors. It is worth noting that the resultant
impact of this aggression by the Pokot is discrimination by other communities. They are
branded as aggressive and hostile all the time. No development is initiated in the scale as
the other communities get done in theirs because the development partners fear insecurity
in the area can cost them their lives or property. Nevertheless, there is a gap in that
Senehi indicated or pointed at the community as aggressor yet going by recent
developments in the lowland, one might want to also include the Tugen in the list of
aggressors as they are also reported to counter the Pokot and initiate deadly raids for
business purposes. Thus, as Senehi points at the Pokot as the aggressors and raising the
marginalization of the Pokot by other communities, this study attempted to unravel how

the Tugen have also joined them in the act.

Wasonga (2009) affirms that the government’s attempts to end the problem of cattle
rustling by introducing alternative forms of income generation in the area. According to

Wasonga, since the land is arid and semi-arid, there is always need to look for better
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ways of utilizing the area apart from cattle rearing. To Wasonga, irrigation of the land as
well as changing the breed of the cattle to the dairy ones is a better solution. Wasonga’s
work is critical as it offers an eye catching situation which has been implemented or
rather recommended to curb cattle raids. In 1954, the government through ALDEV
established Perkerra Irrigation Scheme (PIS). PIS was set in place to ensure maximum
utilization of the arid land and curb the cattle raids. Mau Mau detainees were used in
establishing the scheme and they were assisted by the locals from Il Chamus and Tugen
communities. This scheme has been in place and the research endeavoured to learn how
the alternative in the scheme farming has reduced cattle raids. Irrigation farming is one of
the results or impacts of cattle raids as the government attempts to create a barrier
between the communities and engage the youth in meaningful and gainful economic

activity out of the normal banditry.

The Kenya Human Rights Commission (2010) has indicated that cattle raids are no
longer used by pastoral communities for replenishing their stocks but have turned to
wiping out missions for the weaker communities. The report further indicates that the
normal morans among the Il Chamus, Pokot warriors and the Tugen youth are no longer
the usual morans but now marauding gangs. Although the report was based on the
Maasai, Pokot, Samburu and Turkana, some element of Baringo Lowlands rises up.
Every time raids are carried out, it has become a norm for deaths to occur. According to
the report, in the past, all the warriors were schooled or taught on how to avoid casualties
as much as possible but as recently as 2010, the warriors have resorted to all manner of
things as long as they get cattle. The gaps as per this report is that the numbers of deaths

since 2010 occasioned by cattle raids have increased and thus the research has
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contributed towards filling that gap by bringing up the recent tallies of deaths occasioned

by cattle raids and banditry.

KHRC report further apportions blame on rising cases of poverty among the pastoralists
on the cattle raids. The constant raids leave the local communities with no cattle as they
sweep all stocks which is the mainstay of the economy. The report indicates that in the
past, the raiders would leave the calves and give room to the pastoralists to establish a
herd afresh but these days they drive off with the entire herd regardless of maturity. All
the wealth one had is swept away within one raid. The cattle rustlers have become the
beneficiaries while the local people who were the legitimate owners languish in poverty
or rather are left more impoverished than they were. They become poor within a short
time as the raiders raise good sums of money. The study thus endeavoured to examine
how the poverty situation of the pastoralists is worsened by the raids in Baringo

Lowlands.

The National Irrigation Board (2001) report asserts that local administrators tend to side
with the local population, when it comes to issues that affect them. The report which was
prepared due to a conflict between the local community and the National Irrigation Board
indicates that the local chiefs in most cases followed the words of the local population as
opposed to policy from the government. For instance, when cattle raids happen in
Baringo, chiefs keep silent and do not hand over the perpetrators despite potential

repercussions. It is thus one of the impacts of cattle raids which the study tried to explore.

Obudho (2000) asserts that cattle raids which are intense among the pastoral communities
in Kenya determine government priorities on projects. When and how to invest by the

government in an area is determined by the nature of security in the community. Obudho
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further argues that those areas that are prone to cattle raids have their priorities changed
to opening up of roads for easy access of the interior. The hideouts of cattle raiders are to
be identified and roads leading to them opened up. The government also drills boreholes
and maintains roads in the areas affected so that anytime a case is reported, the security
agencies can easily access the area and curb the problem. Obudho reiterates that it is not
all gloom for the cattle rustling prone areas. Positive steps are also taken like construction
of proper roads and maintenance in the area to end cattle rustling and banditry and in the
end the pastoral communities benefit with good access roads. The limitation of Obudho’s
work is that he has not explored what happens when the roads are cut off by the bandits
and the government acts so fast to restore them. The present study therefore endeavoured
to examine how infrastructure development has been accelerated in Baringo Lowlands as
an attempt to curb the changing nature of cattle rustling. The insecurity in the area which
has been exacerbated by banditry and cattle rustling has been outlined and the challenges

brought to the people of Baringo County.

Summary

All the reviewed literature offers an elaborate insight into the life of pastoral communities
in Baringo Lowlands and their nature of cattle raids. The available literature also offers
an insight on how the cattle raids have evolved to banditry as it changes face overtime.
However, the three communities living in the area have had their issues overshadowed by
the other major pastoral communities. There have been several peace-seeking meetings
held among the communities but little has been achieved as banditry continues to escalate
in the area. The most recent cases of the challenges that arise in the area due to cattle

rustling and banditry have been captured. As such, there is need for more research to fill
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up the knowledge gap hence the current study on the contributions of cattle rustling and
banditry among the Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus communities of Baringo County to

insecurity and development.

2.6 Theoretical Framework

This study was informed by the Human Needs Theory. Maslow (1954), Sites (1973),
Lederer (1980), Conflict scholar Burton (1990) and Roy (1990) are the key proponents of
the Human Needs Theory. Maslow, who was a psychologist, is the pioneer proponent of
the theory. These scholars contend that the essentials of @ community or individual go
beyond just food, shelter and water. They expanded the needs that in most cases give rise
to conflicts between communities and included both physical and non-physical elements

needed for human growth and development.

According to Roy and Burton (1990), a conflict theory is needed to explain how issues
among communities are solved in an amicable way. The theory provided a solution that
balances between the community’s needs and individual needs and how to ensure each
one is satisfied without affecting the other one. The proponents of the Human Needs
Theory assume that needs are complementary, compatible and harmonious (Lederer,
1980). This explains why among the pastoralists of Baringo there are common needs
which ought to be achieved and these cut across the communities. The needs arise based
on the location and the inhabitants of the area. Lederer points out that the more people
there are in an area, the higher the chances of complementing needs amongst them

leading to conflicts.

This theory has been utilized to explain why the bordering communities who are

expected to be good neighbours are in constant conflict resulting from banditry and cattle
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raids as they try to achieve or acquire what they consider basic but they lack or have
inadequate. The pastoral communities of Baringo lowlands regard possession of large
numbers of cattle or kraals that are full as a basic need. They fulfill this need by raiding
their neighbours. Overtime, the need to replenish their stock graduated to the need to
have more cattle for trade which has led to the current raids without discrimination or
care for human life. The Human Needs Theory thus has been valuable in explaining this

changing type of need from the past to the contemporary phase.

Burton (1990) writes that, there is a provocative assumption in that there are certain
human needs that will be pursued by all means by a community. Those needs that provide
a driving force greater than that of police and military power. The desire to fulfill that
level of need by a society leads individuals or groups to defy all authority and go for the
need. They even at times go to an extent of explaining their defiance to law and order and
this explains the circumstances regarded as anti-social and violent from the masses
(Burton, 1990). The Human Needs Theory has thus been vital in explaining why there are
many raids currently in Baringo Lowlands. More deaths are reported occasioned by the
raids as compared to the past when cases of deaths were very rare. The theory is thus
helpful in explaining such scenarios and it has further established how to make a turn
around. Pushing the community members to change, adapt and keep up with the changing

nature of the area and government policies which have been set in place.

Proponents of the theory contend that there are things which a community if denied will
lead to conflict (Sites, 1973). Lederer (1980) concurred with Sites’ assertion that these
needs if they are not established, taken into consideration and solved or balanced can

easily ignite a conflict. These needs include safety/security in which all members of the
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communities require to have the need for a structure, predictability, stability and freedom
from anxiety and fear. In such cases the people of Baringo lowlands have had problems
with security and are always making headlines in the country for lack of proper security.
Bandits have been emboldened by the current situation of insecurity and have kept on
changing face from cattle raids to bandits in business. The theory is vital to the study as it
helped in coming up with proper analysis of the contributions of banditry and cattle

rustling to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County.

Love or belongingness is another need which a community requires in order to be
considered successful (Lederer, 1980). To the scholar, all human needs cannot be
considered achieved in a society until that time when all members feel loved in the
community. Sense of belongingness or love is achieved in a community when the
government in place is felt by all the community members and a majority of their needs
are met by the government. There is a feeling among the pastoral communities of lack of
belongingness and this might explain the constant warring in the Baringo Lowlands
amongst the neighbours. Self-esteem is another key need by the communities where they
feel like they should be identified and felt in their environment but the constant

encroachment on their land causes the conflict in the Lowlands.

Moreover, Lederer adds that, there is another key need which if not taken care of can lead
to constant conflicts. Cultural security is the need for one to be assured of proper
safeguarding of their cultural ideas and traditions. To the theorists, if a community feels
threatened by foreigners exploiting their culture, they will tend to fight back.

Communities love their privacy and good care of their traditions. This element of Human
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Needs Theory thus helped in explaining the fight backs from the Tugen and Il Chamus

communities of the Lowland against the Pokot.

Another factor in the Human Needs Theory is distributive justice. The communities along
the borders of Baringo Lowlands have a great problem with distributive justice. One
community feels that the other one has been allocated more resources than the other and
this leads to the raids and counter-raids. In the same breath, some communities feel like
their participation in issues affecting them is not well sourced. This culminates in conflict
as the communities strive for their input to be heard and put into consideration. This
study employed the Human Needs Theory to analyze the contributions of cattle rustling
and banditry to meet needs hence leading to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo
County and helped in filling in the gaps in knowledge and enriching the historiography of

predation economy in Kenya.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the methodology and procedures that were employed in conducting
the study. The chapter discusses the study area, research design, target population,
sampling procedure, research instruments, data collection procedure ethical consideration

and data analysis and presentation.

3.2 Study Area

This study was conducted in Baringo County of Kenya. Baringo County is located in the
Rift Valley region of Kenya. The county covers an approximate area of 11015.3sq
Kilometers and of which 165sq Kilometers is covered by surface water (Baringo County
Integrated Development Plan, 2013). The surface water in the county are Lake Baringo,
Lake Bogoria, Lake Kamnarok and Lake 94. Administratively, the County has six sub-
counties namely: Baringo North, Baringo South, Mogotio, Eldama Ravine, Tiaty and
Baringo Central. The lowland which is occupied by pastoral communities comprises
about a quarter of the county and lies along the border between Baringo South, Baringo
North and Tiaty. The county at large is mainly flat, some parts of the county are
mountainous and experiences low rainfall volumes annually. This makes the county
mostly arid and semi-arid land. The county has an annual rainfall of 964 millimeters/ 38.0
inch (Baringo County Integrated Plan, 2013). Kandagor (2010) posits that the area is
divided into three distinct ecological zones namely: Mosop (the highlands), Kurget (the
area between the highland and the lowlands) and Soin (the lowland plains). The highland

in Baringo County is a small area as compared to the lowland plains. The highland was
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majorly alienated by the European settler as they set base and is densely populated and

is not attractive to pastoralists as the lowlands where majority have settled.

Averagely in a year, there is a hot season that begins in the month of January to March
then followed by a rainy season from April to July then a dry season from August to the
end of the year (GoK, 2019). This means that the county experiences a longer dry season
in the year than the rainy season. It also has an average temperature of 35 degrees
centigrade highest and 18.3 degrees centigrade being the lowest. Given the long dry
season and low rainfall volumes in the lowlands of the county, crop farming does not do

well and thus many local inhabitants resort to cattle keeping.

During the 1969 Government Population Census, Baringo district as was known then had
a population estimated at 162,000 (Government of Kenya, 1970). By 2009 when another
National Population and Housing Census was conducted, the approximate population of
the county had grown to 555,561 people (Baringo County Integrated Development Plan,
2013). The latest population number as per the 2019 census is 666,763 people (GoK,
2019). The population of the sub-counties that the area of study falls under is as follows:
Baringo North 104,871, Baringo South 90,955 and Tiaty153,347 people (GoK, 2019).

The population of the county has been steadily rising.

Although the population per kilometer square of the lowland is low, the cattle in the area
are in large numbers as compared to the highlands. The places that experience low
rainfall have smaller population but higher numbers of cattle as opposed to those that
receive high rainfall. Baringo Central has a population density of 188; Eldama Ravine
150, Baringo North 75, Mogotio 63, Baringo South 55 and Tiaty 40 per kilometer square

(Baringo County Integrated Plan, 2013). This demonstrates that the pastoralists occupy
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the least populated areas and with less rainfall and cattle keeping is the major source of
livelihood. The pastoralists who occupy this area are largely conservative and are now
turning to be aggressive in obtaining the extra cattle in order to sustain their ever
increasing population and with lesser resources as the area is less conducive for crop

farming.
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Fig 3.1: A Map of Baringo County showing the area of Study
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3.3 Research Design

The study adopted historical research design as it is qualitative in nature (Bangura et al.,
2019). The historical research design is relevant to this study because it investigates,
establishes and explains the contributions of banditry and cattle rustling to insecurity and
underdevelopment in Baringo County. The historical research method was used in
internal and external criticism of the primary and secondary sources with the aim of
seeking answers on what, when and how. The process of collecting data which responded
to the research questions of the study begun with a review of relevant literature, in-depth
analysis of archival materials and conducting of oral interviews. There was also an in-
depth study which placed emphasis on full contextual analysis of events in the period
under study. The study has recorded events in the context in which they happened and
produced rich data which aids in the explanation of the phenomenon under study. To sum
it all up, it has provided a blow by blow account of the dynamism of cattle rustling and
banditry as well as giving out the reasons why many peace-seeking meetings have been

held in the area yet insecurity situation still remains as dire.

3.4 Target Population

A target population is that group that a population provides which has specific attributes
of interest and relevance to the study (Creswell, 2008). It also refers to the total number
of subjects or the total environment of interest to the researcher (Oso & Onen, 2008). It is
that group that can be selected from a larger population to represent the interest of the
study area and provide relevant information. The research offered an opportunity to
respondents who could provide the most accurate information. In this case, the study

targeted 14 chiefs from the 14 locations located in the lowland. This group was chosen to
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participate in the study with the assumption that they are knowledgeable on the genesis
and history of cattle rustling and banditry in their areas of jurisdiction. They are also
entry points to their areas of jurisdiction. Through snowball sampling, these chiefs from
Baringo North, Baringo South and Tiaty sub-counties suggested knowledgeable elders
from their areas of jurisdiction. The researcher gathered information from these elders
through interviews and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs). The elders were selected from:
Mukutani, Salabani, Sibilo, Loruk, Bartum, Kapkata, Ngorora, Kinyach, Loiwat, Kositei,

Loyamorok, Korossi, Tangulbei and Churo locations.

In addition to the chiefs, the study sought information from County Ward Administrators,
County Commissioners, Deputy County Commissioners and Assistant County
Commissioners of the areas affected. This group was chosen because they have
specifications which match what is required for the study (Baskaranda, 2014). This is a
requirement in qualitative studies. Moreover, on Non- Governmental organizations
(NGOs), local politicians and church leaders were also targeted for the study. The youth
that might have participated in raids in the past and have since reformed and formed

alternative living means also became part of the target population.

This study targeted a few participants who could describe the contributions of banditry
and cattle rustling to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County in order to get
in-depth information. The targeted group also represented the views of the larger
population that lives in the lowland. To get a complete picture of the contributions of
cattle rustling and banditry to insecurity and underdevelopment, there was also another

category known as accessible group. This group of participants was contacted. This is the
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group that was reached out after some individuals from the target population declined to

participate in the study or could not be accessed within the study period.

The target population comprised respondents drawn from the three sub-counties.

Table 3.4 showing target population and the sampled population

Target population Targeted Sample size
County Commissioner 1 1
Deputy County Commissioners 3 2
Assistant County Commissioners 6 3
Chiefs 14 9
Assistant Chiefs 28 14
Focused Group Discussions 3 3
Elders 20 20
Non-Governmental Organizations | 3 1
Youth 20 15
Members of County Assembly 11 6
Total 109 74

3.5 Sampling Procedures

The study employed non-probability sampling method where the selection of informants

was based on the knowledge they possessed on the contributions of cattle rustling and

banditry to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County. The study commenced

with a visit to the chiefs of Baringo South locations in Baringo lowlands immediately
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after obtaining a research permit. The chosen locations were the entry point to the study
area. The chiefs then referred the researcher to other knowledgeable chiefs from the
fourteen locations within the area of study. Selection of informants among the chiefs
from the three sub-counties of Baringo North, Baringo South and Tiaty was based on the

knowledge they possess about the study topic.

In order to capture the contributions of cattle rustling and banditry to insecurity and
underdevelopment in Baringo County, oral interviews were conducted among the
community members of the Il Chamus, Pokot and Tugen without any discrimination. The
elders were chosen based on the suggestions given by the chiefs who have worked with
them for long in conflict resolution activities, their age and also knowledge of the past
since they might have participated in the raids. The youth were picked from those groups

that are of reformed warriors now engaging in alternative sources of livelihoods.

The 40% of Specific Persons were selected through expert sampling technique. Expert
sampling technique is that whereby experts are chosen in a non-random way and those
that are chosen are more familiar with the subject matter and their opinions taken as
official positions of policy makers and implementers (Kothari, 2004). The interviews on
this front targeted the County Commissioner and Assistant County Commissioners of the
area covered by the study, the Ward Administrators and NGO supervisors of those NGOs
that deal with conflict and conflict resolution within Tiaty, Baringo South and Baringo
North Sub Counties. The opinions or views of the experts or administrators are more
credible, unbiased, verifiable and trusted regardless of whether they are affiliated with the

communities under study.
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Purposive sampling method was used as one of the non-probability approach to identify
knowledgeable church leaders and local politicians who shape the opinion of the
communities in the Baringo Lowland. These are the groups that interact with the local
populations and cut across all the sub-counties thus provided a wide range of relevant
information. Identification of knowledgeable wazee for FGDs was also done based on
suggestions from the chiefs and local politicians in the study area. The wazee were
selected based on their knowledge of the topic. The information they provided led to a
deeper understanding of the issue under study based on the set objectives (Creswell,

2001).

Snowball sampling technique was used to locate other respondents who met the study’s
selection criteria after recommendation from other participants. The researcher engaged
all the groups in-depth to better understand the contributions of cattle rustling and
banditry to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County and why the practice
continues despite the government’s concerted efforts to eradicate it. Informants were
selected based on age, gender and community they come from as well as factoring in the
geographical distribution. The study collected data from the three sub-counties or districts
of Baringo North, Tiaty and Baringo South inhabited by the Pokot, Il Chamus and Tugen

communities. Both male and female informants were considered.

3.6 Research Instruments
Research instruments refer to the tools that a researcher uses in conducting a study. This
study employed interview schedules, tape recorders and questinnaires as instruments of

data collection.
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The study being qualitative in nature employed in-depth interviews, observations and
Focus Group Discussions (FGD). A focus group discussion refers to a group of persons
guided by a facilitator (moderator) during which group members express themselves
freely and in an impromptu way about a certain topic fixed in advance in a group
environment. The researcher with the help of a research assistant prepared a discussion
guide, did a random selection of participants from the sampled groups of respondents,
prepared them for discussion in advance and recorded the discussion which were later
transcribed and analyzed qualitatively. The guides in for these discussions had questions

and prompts that captured the variables of the study.

Besides the FGDs, interview is appropriate for this study because it provides an
opportunity for face-to-face encounters and an in-depth data (Mugenda & Mugenda,
2012). It also enables the researcher to obtain sensitive and personal information from the
respondents by honest and personal interaction. Interviews are the cornerstone of
qualitative research because they provide rich, detailed, and individualized data to help
the researcher understand the influence of the study variables on certain aspects of the
society (Ravitch & Carl, 2016). Observation, on the other hand, was done on the day the

researcher conducted interviews and FGDs.

3.7 Data Collection

The study relied on primary, secondary, field research and documented information
respectively. The archival materials that make up primary sources were sourced from the
Kenya National Archives and Documentation Centre (KNADC) in Nairobi and Nakuru
Repository Centre as well as the Nation Media Archives. At the KNADC, the researcher

perused through relevant government records, reports by NGOs, individuals and
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commissions. Furthermore, primary sources were accessed via internet on sites
maintained by universities, museums, ministries and organizations to gather relevant

information for the study.

Data from archival sources were crosschecked and supplemented or corroborated with
data from other sources such as oral interviews. Scholarly journals published online were
also perused and internet information crosschecked too. Both print and electronic sources

which are primary were also consulted in the research.

The secondary sources comprised relevant historical data on contributions of banditry
and cattle rustling to insecurity and underdevelopment and books, journal articles,
newspapers, theses/dissertations, conference papers and also relevant data from internet
sites of universities, the National Museum of Kenya and any other relevant institutions.
The study delved much on literature that focused on contributions of cattle rustling and

banditry to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County.

During the research which was done after obtaining a research permit from the National
Commission for Science, Technology and Innovations (NACOSTI) to conduct an
academic research, the researcher used the Foucault approach of reading archival
materials. The approach was important when perusing through the archival information
and corroborating with oral interview carried. The approach involved the researcher
giving room to the materials to speak for themselves as they are written rather than
interpreting them. The researcher allowed the materials to offer a lesson on why things

happened as they did and the context of the happenings.
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Documentary research was therefore a key method in this study. Documents, apart from
providing background information and literature review materials, were valuable sources
of data for this study. The types of documentary data sources that were employed were
books, journal articles, newspapers, archival records, letters, diaries and memos,
government publications and official statistics. Documentary data were corroborated with
data from oral sources. The study used interview schedules to conduct oral in-depth
interviews and also guide discussions in focus group discussions. In order to keep wazee
within a clear line of thought in line with the objectives of the study, questions emanated
from the objectives of the study. Oral interviews were tape-recorded with the express

consent of the informants. This assisted in maximum capturing of all oral information.

During interviews, the researcher also conducted open-ended follow-up questions, though
when interviewing, the researcher guided the informant to provide information that
helped answer questions in the interview schedule. The oral interviews were in Kiswahili,
English, Kitugen, Kilchamus and Kipokot with the help of interpreters as appropriate to

individual informants.

3.8 Ethical Considerations

Applying ethical principles for human subjects’ protection is vital in all research studies
(Goodwin et al., 2019). In qualitative research, ethical considerations have a particular
resonance due to the in-depth nature process and principals that support the research

(Goodwin et al., 2019).

The researcher ensured that relevant persons and authorities had been consulted and all
the necessary permissions and approvals obtained before collecting data. The researcher

strictly adhered to ethical principles of voluntary informant consent and the respondents
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had the right to refuse to take part or withdraw in between the research. All respondents
were politely requested to participate voluntarily and assured that all information they
provided were to be confidential. Strict observation of confidentiality in all sensitive
matters, non-plagiarism, objectivity and if requested anonymous consent were adhered to.
All informants were guaranteed that the information they share would only be used for
academic purposes and if requested, some of it will be confidential and anonymous. All
informants in in-depth interviews and FGDs, before any session were asked if they were

comfortable to be tape-recorded.

3.9 Data Analysis and Presentation

Data collected from both primary and secondary sources was analyzed qualitatively. This
is because it is a historical inquiry and most of the data gathered was qualitative in nature.
The analysis was conducted by organizing data in common sub-themes and sub-
categories. All the recorded interviews were transcribed after the interviews. When
analyzing the qualitative data from the oral interviews, the data was organized from each
question separately. This approach enabled the researcher to focus on one issue at a time.

The researcher then proceeded to group the documents by sub-themes and sub-categories.

When analyzing documents, the researcher coded the contents and characteristics of such
documents into various sub-categories that blended in with sub-categories formed from
interview data. The collected data was classified into categories in relation to the
objectives of the study. This enabled the researcher to make conclusions as to whether or
not the data answers questions that led to the research. The findings of the study were

then analysed, interpreted and organized into a coherently and systematically written
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thesis. A conclusion and recommendation was finally drawn in the order of objectives

and findings of the study with suggested recommendations for areas for further research.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS, PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION

4.1 Overview

This chapter resents an overview and summary of the literature that was reviewed along
the themes generated from the objectives of the study under the following sub-headings:
the historical origin of banditry and cattle rustling in Baringo lowland, the changing
nature of cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo County from the 1970s, the role and
impact of banditry and cattle rustling in the development of Baringo County and
opportunities for sustainable peace in Baringo lowland. Historically, the evidence
gathered presented a changing in the type and technology of the weapons used from the
1970s coming forward as well as tactics. employed by the raiders. Advancement in the
type weapons was notably recorded due to availability of more lethal weapons from
within the country and the neighbouring countries. The proliferation of Small and Light
weapons from the warring countries and its contribution to the cattle rustling and banditry
is exhaustively discussed in this sub-section. The third sub-heading exhaustively assesses
the role and impact of banditry and cattle rustling in the underdevelopment of Baringo
County. It assessed the ways in which banditry and cattle rustling have affected several
sectors of the economy in the Baringo Lowland and the reaction of both the National and
County governments to mitigate these problems. The last sub-heading analyses the
challenges and opportunities for sustainable peace in the Baringo Lowland in an effort to
try and bring to an end the problem which seems to have afflicted the area for a long

period without a solution coming fast enough.
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4.2 Historical Origin of Banditry and Cattle Rustling in Baringo County

The Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus communities that primarily occupy the Lowland valley
of Baringo County first settled in the lowland area after coming down from the Hills
around 1900 (Anderson, 2006). They found a good plain which was conducive for
settlement and herding for their livestock unlike the hills. Anderson further elaborates
that; the youthful males were the first to come to the lowland. They left the elderly in the
hilly part (kurget) and embarked on settling in the Lowland. The young men were
especially from the Tugen community then followed by the Pokot. They found the Il

Chamus already settled around the shores of Lake Baringo.

The youth came to the Baringo Lowland with cattle and goats from the Tugen Hills. The
livestock belonged mainly to their parents and the youth were only herders. They were
caretakers on behalf of their parents. The parents were of the Kipnyikew age set
according to Anderson and were left up in the hills as they were aged. This is

corroborated by Benjamin Sergon (Ol, 14.09.2023) who said,;

Nyongi age set men who were the children of Kipnyigeu

were the first youth to settle in the Valley/ Lowlands of

Baringo. The area was so bushy and had tall grass which

livestock were assured of pasture all through. This valley

now makes the border of Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus

communities. They built scattered houses (manyattas) and

settled in with their women.
It is thus evident that in the years before 1900, the lowland was used temporarily by
Maasai as their reserve pastureland and they did not live in the area for long (Anderson,
2003). The Maasai always utilized the area for some months then left to the highlands
most of the months of the year. The coming of the Tugen youth marked the settlement of

the lowland area and the Pokot then followed in to share the resource laden lowland.
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Kandagor (2010) notes that by the 1920s, the Tugen and Pokot had settled en masse in
the Lowland which had previously been occupied by the Maasai and they began

emulating what they used to do. He observes that;

Circumcision and exclusive seclusion of young men was
introduced to the Tugen, Il Chamus and Pokot communities
by the Maasai whom the communities found in the
lowland. Manyatta seclusion which was a known Maasai
practice was passed on to the Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus
communities that settled in the Lowland.

The idea of having a Manyatta for seclusion was thus introduced to the communities in
the Lowland and it is believed some of the Maasai  were also assimilated by the
communities that settled in the valley. In the same period, the Il Chamus who had earlier
lived with the Maasai in the lands where Samburu community occupy moved to the area
around Lake Baringo. There ae two theories that explain the origin of the Il Chamus: that
they came from a section of the Samburu called 1l Doigo in the mid 19" century and the
other one proposes that they are remnants of Il-Oikop Maasai who were defeated by
Ilkwavi Maasai (Vossen, 1982). The Il Chamus language is one closely related to
Samburu language to the point of being considered a Samburu dialect by some people
(Heine, 1980; Vossen (1982). The main difference is that the Il Chamus are few in
number compared to Samburu and settle around Lake Baringo while the Samburu are
more than them in number and spread across the Samburu plains in Samburu County.
Anderson (2002) points out that the 1l Chamus established Mlango Kubwa and Mlango

Ndogo settlements around Lake Baringo.

Lesari John (Ol, 20.09.2023) indicates that the three communities after the Tugen young
men successfully drove away the few remaining Maasai in the Lowland settled and

practised cattle keeping in peace. The Pokot and Tugen herded many cows and goats
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whereas the Il Chamus primarily practised fishing and kept a small herd of cattle. The Il
Chamus were not a threat to the other communities as they focused on fishing more than
animal husbandry. A Focus Group Discussion member Olesupen John (FGD, 26.08.23)
avers that, the communities lived side by side and had less interaction between
themselves as they were able to sustain their needs in the community without involving
their neighbours. They sorted their demand for food, shelter and pasture for their animals
without involving their neighbours. Since it was only the young herders who had settled

in the valley, their needs could still be met without straining so much.

Chesikaw (2019) elaborates that intermarriages were discouraged among the
neighbouring communities. She claims that there was a notion among the Tugen that
there were still sufficient suitors within the community to look elsewhere. The author
further clarifies that it was a common practice to marry from your own community as
there was leniency when it comes to dowry demands. Coming from the same community
brought about some closeness and consideration when it came to the bride price. Cases
were quoted of times intermarriages resulted in paying a higher dowry than marrying
from within the community. It was noted that, most interactions across communities took
place in livestock markets. These markets were organized frequently and attracted sellers
and buyers across the communities in the lowland. It was a perfect opportunity to

exchange goods for what the other community had insufficiency.

Cattle raids and animosity between these neighbouring communities of Tugen, Pokot and
Il Chamus was not common. If there were any cases, they were settled within the shortest
time possible although such situations were very few and thus went unnoticed. However,

as the communities settled well in the Lowland and their livestock numbers increased
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other challenges associated with settling in a new place arose. Cattle raids and attacks
amongst these neighbouring communities came up and the cases kept on rising as the
local inhabitants interacted in the Lowland. There are several reasons which the
researcher identified to be among the causes of the rampant raids which later on turned
out to be banditry attacks between the communities and at times even within the

communities.

4.2.1. Population Pressure

During the pre-colonial period, the Baringo Lowlands were less settled and used by the
Maasai as their reserve pastureland (Anderson, 2002). This means the Pokot community
lived in the mountainous side of Tiaty, the Tugen occupied the highlands of Tugen Hills
and the lowland was vacant most parts of the year except for the shores of Lake Baringo
where the Il Chamus had settled in earlier. The Maasai pastoralists who practiced
transhumance had alternative land and did not use the Baringo Lowlands frequently. It

only acted as pasture reserve to be used when there was a severe drought.

In the past, these communities used to bring their cattle to the lowland to graze during the
drought periods and return them to the highlands when there were sufficient rains. The
assimilation and driving away of some of the Maasai marked the settlement of these other

three communities as occupants of the lowland. This is noted by the DC:

The Tugen tribe has inhabited the Tugen (Kamasia) Hills
since before the British Rule. Here, they were probably
much isolated but spread down and across the plains to the
East in the wake of Pax Britannica. The Tugen have begun
settling in the Lowland previously occupied by Maasai...
(DO/ER/2/2/16).
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This information is corroborated by Anderson (2002), Kipkulei (1972) and Kandagor
(2010) who pointed out that the Tugen and Pokot settled in the Lowland from the Hills
from 1900 as they sought better lands for their livestock and increasing population of

their people.

During interview, Akeno Julius (Ol, 23.09.2023) observed that, as the Tugen community
settled in the Lowland and found the Il Chamus living around the shores of Lake Baringo,
the Pokot sent their youth to look for pasture and settling area in the same locale. Akeno
corroborates the information on youthful Pokot coming in for their community. These
communities utilized the Lowland for grazing their livestock. The Pokot and Tugen youth
increased their herd size in the Lowland and the increased herd almost depleted the
pasture earlier than was normal in the past. Admittedly it led to loss of livestock during

drought period.

The rise in population in the lowland exerted pressure on the diminishing natural
resources. No wonder that the Pokot, their leaders began agitating for expansion of
boundaries to ensure the youth and their livestock herds had enough pasture. Thus,
immediately after a drought, both the Pokot and the Tugen leaders in the lowland would
marshal their youth to attack their neighbours so as to replenish their stocks. It is thus
noted that, the increasing population in the Lowland led to diminishing animal feed and
water and this led to loss of livestock. The loss of livestock pushed the communities to
engage in cattle raids so as to replenish their stocks for survival in the lowland. This push
for raids and expansion was led by some age sets which viewed the raids as their only

guaranteed means of survival.
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4.2.1.1. Kipnyigeu/ Kipnukie Era - 1904-1917

According to Kandagor (2010), the Tugen community have a cyclic age set system which
they usually name their generations after initiation. The community also identifies
periods and events based on the age set that was in power at a given time. They also
identify the events based on the age set that was circumcised around that time. The Tugen
and Pokot communities held their circumcision ceremonies after several years so as to
have sufficient numbers of youth circumcised and secluded for lessons (Kimaiyo, 2016).
Once they were done with the initiation ceremony and ready to be released to join the
warrior groups, the numbers would be sufficient to defend the community (Chesikaw,

2019).

Kipnyigeu era is the period when the Uasin Gishu Maasai were completely assimilated or
moved out of the Lowland by the Tugen. This claim was supported by Wilson Korombori
(Ol, 17.08.2023). He corroborates what Anderson (2002) had noted about the Maasai in
the Lowland. Kipnyigeu was the age set in leadership as the Tugen youth fully occupied
the area. Korombori observes that his late grandfather was of Kipnyigeu age set and
would always pride himself of assimilating the Maasai and chasing some from the
Lowland. He avers that the grandfather would always sing songs sung by his age mates as
they formally settled in the Lowland as the occupants of a new fertile land. Korombori
observes that, Kipnyigeu age set were the first group to fully settle in the lowland and
married their wives and sired their children in the Lowland. The song which Korombori

noted that his grandfather sang previously as follow:

Oh Kimnyigeu chebo koro x2 weeeee Kipnyigeu chekiboru

koro x2
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Nenyooo longeet Kipnyigeu x2 eeei kikiborunen Maasaek.

(Oh Kimnyigeu which the area belongs to X2

weeee Kipnyigeu who grabbed this land X2

The shield of leadership belongs to us Kipnyigeu X2

We grabbed it from the Maasai).

The song elaborates on how the land belongs to Kipnyigieu who grabbed it for
themselves. It also points out to the fact that the shield was theirs to mean leadership

positions at that era belonged to them.

Initially, when the young Tugen and Pokot youth settled in the lowland with their
livestock herds, there was abundant rains and grass for their herds. Grazing fields were
rich with grass and salt licks available within the Lowland (Raikes, 1981). Kiptui (2021)
observes that the Tugen youth had an abundance of milk and meat during the Kipyigeu
era and did not even look for cereals as they were well off with animal products.
Kipyigeu is a Kalenjin term that is translated to mean being in abundance in the lowland.
So the age set got its name from the abundant nature they had occupied the lowland and
the richness of the valley was also signified by the name. Kiptui further observes that, the
parents of Kipnyigeu were the real owners of the cattle that the youth were herding in the
Lowland but did not travel with them to the pastureland. The Tugen community had a
grazing pattern amongst them that it had a series of steps from one grazing field and
source of water to the other. They did not wait until pasture and water was depleted

completely in a grazing point. They would send scouting youth to look for better pasture
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early enough to avoid a disaster of losing all their livestock due to lack of pasture and

water.

Kipkulei (1972) elaborates that since the Tugen lived in the hills most of their lives, the
Kipnyigeu age set was the first group to descend from the hills and settle in the Lowland
area against the wishes of their fathers. It was always during the dry seasons that the
Tugen community moved their cattle and subdivided them so as to ease the hills off the
pressure of overgrazing. One or two milk cows were left in the main homes in the hills
where the elders and young children were left behind. The one milking cow left behind
was to ensure a steady supply of milk for the family members who remained around the
homestead. Goats and sheep were also left behind in the hills as the warriors went
downhill to cater for the needs of the larger herds of cattle. Wilson Korombori (Ol,
17.08.2023) asserted  that, even when the warriors went to herd the cattle in the
Lowlands as was the case of his grandfather; several warriors were left behind to guard
the homesteads in the hill. The goats and sheep left in the highland acted as safe reserve
incase the main herd in the lowland was raided or almost cleared by a drought. It was

surplus reservoir that acted in times of difficulty.

It is observed that as the Kipnyigeu era was taking place in the Tugen part of the
Lowland, the Il Chamus community had settled well in the area around the shores of
Lake Baringo (Odhiambo, 2016). Il Chamus were initially known for their fishing
abilities and navigating the lake and this enabled them to sustain their increasing
population. They kept small herds of cattle as compared to the Pokot and Tugen
communities and focused on fishing more. The Il Chamus were not a threat to the other

communities in matters water and pasture as they did not keep large herds. They also
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practiced irrigation along the shores of Lake Baringo and this enabled them to sustain
their increasing population. In 1920, there was abundance of rains in the Tugen Hills and
it caused floods in the Il Chamus lowland. The irritation system which was in place was
swept away by the floods (Anderson, 2002). This was devastating for the community

which had relied so much on irrigation farming and fishing to sustain their masses.

The numbers of the Il Chamus as noted by the British collector Hyde-Baker, Anderson,
(2002) had significantly risen just like the Tugen in the Lowland (Bonte, 1991). So, with
the floods destroying their farms, the community was left impoverished and had to look
for alternative means of earning a living. The Il Chamus warriors then had the duty of
sustaining the large population of young and old people in the Lowland. The elders are
reported to have advised the youth to turn back to increasing herd size of their cattle since
irrigation farming was not sustainable any longer. The Il Chamus who were used to
irrigation and had earlier not been reported earlier to have raided their neighbours, turned
on the Pokot. Anderson (2002) observes that this was the first time the Il Chamus were

recorded to have raided their neighbours, the Pokot for sustainability.

The Pokot also migrated from the Churo Hills, Paka Hills and the neighbouring
Chemalingot area to the Lowlands of Nginyang’, Mukutani, Loruk, Rugus and Kinyach
areas during the Kipnyigeu era as noted by Kipkulei (1972). The Pokot warriors sought
refuge in the Lowlands bordering the Tugen and Il Chamus communities as there was
plenty of water and pasture and the population was still very low in the border. Just like
the case for Tugen, the Pokot left behind their elderly family members, the children and
mothers in the hills as observed by Kandagor (2010). To the researcher, this pointed out

to the fact that the Pokot were ready to fight for their share of the Lowland anytime since
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they did not have with them any vulnerable groups that would be collateral in case of a
fight in the lowland over resources. The Pokot warriors valued their livestock herds and
took good care of them and avoided any distractions from the goal of taking care of them.
Lomoywara (2018) observes that the Pokot warriors could be away from their wives and
children even for more than a year as they sought greener pastures or avoided droughts
afflicting their herds. This was the case with the Pokot warriors who settled in the

Lowlands of Baringo in large numbers of men and defended their share of the area.

It is thus noted that in the past in the period around 1900 to 1920s, population pressure
from the settling communities became one main cause of cattle raids among the
communities that occupied the Baringo Lowland. There was constant competition for
water and pasture in the lowland by the three communities that inhabited the lowland.
The large numbers of settlers in the area put pressure on the few available resources
which got depleted and the warriors turned against each other as they sought to mitigate
the losses they incurred with diminishing grazing land. Conflict over the resources was
thus always experienced and as many members of FGD at Loruk observed (FGD,

12.09.2023).

There was conflict over the available resources due to increased population of the people
that had settled in the lowland. This is also supported by Moses Kwonyike (Ol,
20.09.2023) who affirmed that since the elders were left up there in the hills by both the
Pokot and Tugen, the young warriors always began having conflicts. The conflicts were
amongst themselves and against their neighbours and fighting behaviour was common
among the youth. The youth had no one to warn them or cool them down as was the norm

with the presence of elders. Raids and cattle theft thus began in the lowland and due to
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the increased and uncontrolled number of people, who had settled in the area, resources

were not well controlled too and this led to the perennial conflicts and raids.

4.2.2. Lack of Proper Government Structures and Presence

The Baringo Lowland occupied by the three communities of Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus
is vast and with a rough terrain. A number of informants affirmed that there was need for
proper additional government structures to be put in place in the lowland to ensure proper
administration of the area. During the colonial period and even after the country’s
independence, the governments of the day have had a challenge in administering the
Lowland. The structures in place have not been adequate and government facilities are far

from the local population who are supposed to use them.

Kandagor (2010) contended that traders traversed the Baringo Lowland in search of
animal products and wildlife trophy. These traders embarked on long treks across the
lowland and were supposed to pay taxes to the government of the day. They came from

as far as the Kenyan Coast. Anderson (1986) corroborates this asserting that;

Most Swahili travelers and European traders travelled to
Baringo Lowland from the east dropping down from
Laikipia escarpment. Early 1900s marked European
expeditions that traversed the Hills of Baringo enroute to
Buganda although the expeditions were very few.

According to the writer, there were several expeditions which were carried out by
Europeans and which also involved the local population who participated as guides,
porters and also provided accommodation to these travelers and traders. Trade goods
were provided by the inhabitants of the lowland as Moses Kwonyike (Ol, 20.09.2023)
also observes. The main trade goods from the Lowland were: lvory, skins and hides, Iron

implements and food from the Il Chamus villages. It is also noted that one of the main
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challenges experienced was the issue of tax collection. There were very few government

posts for tax collection hence inefficiency in trying to offer that service.

The German explorer Carl Peters is reported by the informant Kipkoech Yusuf (Ol,
20.09.2023) as one of the traders that used the Baringo route. This is also corroborated by

Anderson (2002) and also in archival records;

Carl Peters, a German explorer traversed the valley of
Baringo on his way to Buganda. He refused to pay “hongo”
the payment demanded by the Tugen of all trading caravans
across the country... (DO/ER/2/2/16)

This archival information indicates how the communities taxed visitors who passed
through their land even when the colonial government had not fully established
government posts to formally collect taxes. It is noted that the community had an
elaborate system of taxation although there is no evidence as to how they accounted for
the “hongo” at the end of the year. Although it is noted that Carl Peters wanted free

passage which the Tugen were against.

Anderson observes that, Carl Peters battled his way across the hills from Lake Baringo all
the way to Mumias and had with him 400 heads of cattle which he obtained from the
Lowlands at a very low price. Lengiya Kirimaticho (Ol, 20.09.2023) observes that their
father narrated to them how Carl Peters acquired cattle from them at low price during the
harsh drought times. This act by Carl Peters is one of the first recorded encounters by
foreigners which encouraged the locals of Baringo Lowland to engage in increased cattle
rustling. They sold the cattle to him at low price fearing that drought would even wipe
them if left behind anyway. They would then raid their neighbours, the Pokot for

replenishing after the trade encounter with Carl Peters. Thus, with the government
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lacking proper structures at Baringo Lowland to prevent communities from attacking
each other, the Tugen and Pokot communities carried out counter raids so as to recover
from the expeditions of Carl Peters and other Swahili and European traders that traversed

the area.

Kipkulei (1972) indicates that the Lake Baringo area was a magnet of attraction to the
travelers and traders during the colonial period. These traders were attracted by the
smooth lowland and discouraged by the rugged terrain of the hilly Kamasia/Tugen area
of the Tugen Hills. To the government then, the hills were occupied apparently by hostile
people who had little or no surplus to trade at all. Kipkulei further asserts that no trader
dared to venture into the hills as they lost much rather than gain as was the case in the
Lowland. Carl Peters also observed in his writings according to Anderson (2016) that the
Tugen on the Hills were mostly old and poor as compared to the young ones in the

Lowlands.

Baringo Lowland was of less value to the colonial government and was a liability to it
(Kandagor, 2010). Taxes were of low quantity and it could not be economical to have
government posts in the lowland. Anderson notes that the government through the
Imperial British East African Company (IBEAC) set up a station in Eldama Ravine in
Southern Baringo. This station was far from the Lowland and with no road connection to
it. This station acted as a trading post as well as an administrative post for the colonial
government. The station was used to drop and pick commodities of trade between
Mombasa and Buganda (Anderson, 2002). To a great extent, the station’s presence
encouraged the communities in the Lowland to engage in frequent raids so as to have the

capacity to provide cattle and goats for transport using the railway.
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This railroad was named Sclater’s Road after the military engineer Captain Bernard
Sclater who was employed by IBEAC to survey the route between Kibwezi and Lake
Victoria (Anderson, 2002). Furthermore, the route through Eldama Ravine went to
Mumias then to Uganda and avoided Lake Baringo and the Lowland at large and this in a
way marginalized the occupants from government administrators (Kimaiyo, 2016). With
time, this eased the battle for cattle in the Lowland and encouraged the local inhabitants
to engage in external trade with their neighbours as they took these cattle to Eldama
Ravine collection point. They enjoyed a better profit margin as compared to when they

traded with the European explorers in the past like Carl Peters.

Since the communities in the Lowland kept large herds of cattle as earlier observed, there
was need for proper government structures to be in place so as to solve disagreements
before they escalated to raids. Elders were also left in the Hills as they could not be able
to withstand the long treks in search of pasture and water which kept on diminishing in
the lowland. The search for fresh pasture at times would take the youth as far as Laikipia
at the border with Samburu so the elders entrusted the youth with that responsibility.
Cases of youth misbehaviour lacked appropriate mediation and conflict resolution
channels to sort out. The Kipnyigeu were a group of youth belonging to one age set. This
gave them the excuse of not respecting each other and solving cases was not that
straightforward. The lack of government presence in the Lowland also worsened conflict
situations. There was a vacuum in government enforcement of law and order as the police
posts in the Lowland were far and few. Thus, lack of proper government infrastructure

was one main cause of the cattle raids as the youth felt a sense of security and comfort
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when committing crime knowing very well that the government response would take

long.

4.2.2.1. Relocation of Baringo District Headquarters and its Effects on Cattle
Rustling

During a distressing period, the importance of a government headquarters is felt since it
is the heart of resource mobilization and action taken as per the location of the
headquarters (Kandagor, 2010). The headquarters of a district or county is important
since that is where all government departments and decision making organs are
domiciled; hence the chief decision making place. This determines the efficiency at
which a situation is addressed affecting the inhabitants that occupy a certain area of the
district. This has been the case with Baringo Lowland since various problems and issues
have made the government to shift its headquarters from one area to the other within the
County. There were times when rampant attacks on the local inhabitants near the

government post made the headquarters to be relocated.

In 1900, Sir Harry Johnson who was the Commissioner of Uganda established a
government post at Lake Baringo (Anderson, 1988). During that time the administration
of Baringo just like many other Rift VValley Counties still fell under Uganda Protectorate.
This remained so until 1902 when the East African Protectorate boundary was extended
to Lake Victoria. As earlier stated, missionaries, explorers and traders on their way to
Uganda passed through the Lowland and thus the Commissioner saw it fit to have a post
in Lake Baringo shores. This post served as the first government headquarters for the
entire area within the Lowlands. The post was established at the shores of the Lake in a

place known as Loiminange. The three communities of Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus were
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therefore ruled from the base in Lake Baringo. This post then acted as the official
headquarters of the area. Any cases of cattle theft and misbehavior were at least settled

and handled in the government post.

All issues that required government intervention and were within reach could be sorted at
Loiminange at the shores of Lake Baringo (DC/BAR/1/1). Loiminange was the first
Baringo District headquarters. The settlement had negative impact on the local population
for there were reported cases of assault of fishermen from the Il Chamus community by
their renegade youth and these cases were solved in the patrol base among other issues in

the area (Anderson, 2003).

The center served for ivory trade explorations which were practiced in the lowland
(Kipkulei, 1972). Kerio Valley which falls in the expansive Lowland of Baringo had a
vast amount of ivory at that time. Kipkulei further asserts that raiders would take time to
engage in theft or raids for cattle as they sought ivory from the valley and these reports
were recorded in Loiminange base. Rimoi in Kerio Valley was known by many collectors
like Hyde-Baker Harold to be the source of good quality ivory. According to Anderson
(2002), in 1901, Hyde-Baker sent 40 Sudanese soldiers who had accompanied him to
collect food and ivory for him by force from the Rimoi community. The inhabitants of
Rimoi were enraged by the demand of the collector and refused to hand them the trade
goods and food. The local population outnumbered the colonial team and when the
soldiers tried to use force, the local inhabitants repulsed them resulting in a massacre. The
Sudanese soldiers were killed and all their food reserves and the ivory they had collected

on the way were taken by the local inhabitants (Anderson, 2002).
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Anderson further notes that since the Rimoi area was far from Lominiange base, it took
some time before the information on the massacre was delivered. Fortunately, one ranger
from Rimoi had managed to escape and went all the way to Loiminange and alerted the I1
Chamus of the massacre and the outcome. Kipkorir (2009) observes that the main reason
why the massacre by the Rimoi inhabitants was successful was because the soldiers were
alien to the terrain and the patrol base was too far and therefore the local warriors took
advantage of the knowledge of the area and massacred the Sudanese soldiers mercilessly.
Getting reinforcements from Loiminange was not easy for the soldiers and rangers at

Rimoi had no communication network to convey messages fast.

In 1901, the Il Chamus warriors assisted the British soldiers to raid the Cheptulel area
near Rimoi to avenge the loss of the Sudanese soldiers. This raid seems to prove that the
British soldiers and the Sudanese assisted the warriors in cattle rustling although their
main aim was to collect hides and ivory. The raid according to Anderson was organized
from Loiminange and was successful according to the planners. The Il Chamus
community was rewarded with 100 heads of cattle from the captured animals from
Cheptulel. It is also recorded that the Il Chamus looted more than 400 heads of cattle for
themselves during the raid on Cheptulel and thus replenished their small stocks in the
village (Kandagor, 2010). After this raid at Cheptulel, the Il Chamus were viewed to have
used the patrol base which acted as headquarters to their own advantage. Given that the
base was in their area they were seen to be in control of the base. The other communities
began not to trust the control of government from Loiminange as they were seen to

favour the 1l Chamus community against the other neighbours.
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The government decided to move the headquarters from Lominiangi to Arabal
(Anderson, 2002). Arabal is in the Lowland but away from Lake Baringo and in the
interior deep from the Tugen occupied area to the east. This was in 1904 when they
realized that the Il Chamus were using the location of the post against the other
neighbours. Since the post was in their area, the other communities feared reporting
issues or accessing the post. Any time an attack happened to one community, it was not
easy for the security teams to react from Lominiange. The relocation of the post to Arabal
created security vacuum in the valley which made Il Chamus venerable. The Il Chamus
were raided by the Pokot community and many herds of cattle were driven away in 1905
just a year after transferring the headquarters to Arabal as written by Beech (1911)
(Kimuren Musa, OI. 26.08.2023). This attack was devastating to the Il Chamus
community although there was no report of life lost, the herds of cattle driven away was
large leaving the Il Chamus community  devastated. This prompted a rethinking of the

location of the headquarters.

Kimuren Musa (Ol, 26.08.2023) who is a church pastor in Mukutani area observes that
his family gave the government some land to establish a government post in Mukutani.
The headquarters of the area was thus moved again from Arabal to Mukutani area in
1905. Mukutani to the Il Chamus and the Tugen community is the border between Pokot
and the other communities. To them, it is where they met and sorted out any differences
that arose at any given time. Later on after independence according to Kiprono Chesang
(Ol, 26.08.2023), the boundary between Pokot and Tugen at Mukutani became a
problem. The Tugen call the place Mukutani while the Pokot call it Makutano to mean a

place where the borders meet. The border as per the area chief is still contested between
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Baringo South and Tiaty as there is no clear boundary despite having beacons put in

place by the colonial government to sort out these issues.

It is noted that in 1909, the administration of Baringo was restructured to have Turkana
out of the larger Baringo District (Anderson, 2002). This was because the area was so
vast and had to be subdivided to have the district governable. The local population had
also increased in number and it required to be administered from a near place. In 1914 as
Anderson avers, after the strong colonial domination, the headquarters of Baringo was
moved from Mukutani to Kabarnet. It is noted that Kabarnet is far much colder and
conducive for the whites to reside in unlike Mukutani-which was hot and dry. The district
of Baringo and Eldama Ravine were now amalgamated into Baringo District and its
headquarters domiciled in Kabarnet with E.B. Hosking as the first District commissioner.
A small shelter for the Commissioner in charge of the whole district was put up in
Kabarnet at an elevated place that was considered neutral according to Ribo Rikosi (Ol,

23.09.2023).

Kabarnet had a better road network from Nakuru through Marigat. The road was passable
through all-weather as opposed to Mukutani to Marigat which was still not good for
vehicles.  Administrative issues as well as a proper police post was established in

Kabarnet to handle issues of the Lowland better than was handled from Mukutani.

4.2.3. Traditions and Culture of the Communities

The Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus communities were traditionally pastoral in nature and
supplemented this by small scale cultivation for the Tugen and fishing by the Il Chamus
(Kandagor, 2010). The main practice that sustained their livelihood was cattle, and goat

keeping. They prided themselves in having a large number of livestock and one was
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expected to own several heads of cattle as an individual in the community as affirmed by

colonial archival document:

The dung heap among the Tugen as status symbol was
common. Stock numbers were and still are for most Tugen
the only material expression of wealth. Thus from a
wealthy man’s stock would accumulate over the years in
one place large dung heaps close to the home and the boma.
Such may be seen as excellent example in the Mukutani
area of Baringo South. Under semi-pastoral system or
shifting cultivation, there was little incentive to use cow
dung to replenish depleted soil fertility. But the dung heaps
would remain as status symbols of large stock owners...
(KNA/DO/ER/2/2/16).

As per the archival information, the Tugen community prided in large livestock numbers
and would accumulate the cow dung to prove to anyone who wanted to dispute their
wealth and status in the community. Baimet Salim (Ol, 12.08.2023) clarifies that,
families had large heaps of dung in their homes and when agricultural officers at some
point were trying to convince them about the use of manure, they were so opposed to the
idea as it would prove to other people that they were poor or also place a curse of poverty
on them. To the local inhabitants, it was a taboo to disrupt a heap of cow dung just to

spread it in a plain.

Furthermore, Baimet avers that in case the livestock numbers in a family diminished due
to either diseases or wildlife attacks, the head of the family organized for some instant
raids on the neighbouring community so as to replenish his stock numbers and maintain
his status in the community. According to him, the larger the heap in a family, the better
honoured the owner in the community and this was maintained by all means in the

community. His claim is supported by archival source;
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Those owners who were also counted leading men in a
kinship group were by custom (and still are) buried in the
dung heap- and for several subsequent generations, people
would remark “that was Arap So-and-so’s boma” as they

passed by... KNA/DO/ER/2/2/16.

It is thus worth noting that the community valued livestock in large numbers and always
ensured the numbers were kept high all through. It was a great honour as indicated in the
archival information for an individual to be buried besides large heap of cow dung. One
was remembered for generations as the cow dung accumulated by the subsequent owners
of the boma. Baimet notes that indeed, the custom might end due to spread of individual
holdings on better land use and the spread of Christianity among the pastoralists. The
strong attachment to keeping large livestock as well as accumulating the heaps of dung

might diminish but raids for better stocks advanced due to the demand.

4.2.3.1. Encouragement of the Youth to Raid

The strength of a community was measured by the ability of its youth to carry out a
successful raid against their neighbours. Kimaiyo (2016) and Mkangi (1997) postulate
that the community appreciated an aggressive youth generation as they knew they were
well protected against external attacks and in case of a famine they would get sufficient
food. This is corroborated by Kipng’ok (2016). He avers that, successful raids were

praised by the community and songs were composed to prove that;

Oh Chesaina titil X2, oh mabisei taon X2, Chesaina, Oh!!

Chesaina nekinam sigirio chaat kupchalaka X2.

(Oh Chesaia Press it hard X2, Oh He does not miss to be in

town X2
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Oh!! Chesaina who singlehandedly caught a donkey by the

hind legs and split it.)

This was a song sung in the Tugen community praising a youth named Chesaina for
single handedly killing a donkey during the raid. He is praised for walking around town
with pride after having a successful raid. The song is prominent among the Tugen and
Pokot of the Lowland to prove that indeed the youth killed the donkey using his bare
hand and was the pride of the warriors. Every initiated youth needed to be like Chesaina,

a hero of the community.

Among the Tugen and Pokot communities that occupy the Lowland, successful raiders
were considered heroes and accorded social status higher than those who have never gone
for raids (Kiptui, 2021). Men who had never participated in cattle raids were considered
cowards and ridiculed and at some point even shamed for failure to bring home anything
tangible. It was a cultural thing to participate in cattle raids and the community
encouraged it. The youth accordingly prided in successful raids after plundering large
herds and more importantly if they returned with military regalia or a head of killed
opponent (Gideon Lenyanet, Ol, 23.08.2023). They usually came back to song and dance.
The praises were sung by their mothers and even at times prospective brides. This
heroism was in contrast to the villain status for those who have never attended raids or

returned empty handed after a raid.

Normally after circumcision and seclusion the initiated youth would participate in raiding
to prove their worth and ready to defend the interests of the community. After the raid
they returned to a grand reception by their families. The mothers of initiates in Pokot and

Tugen communities were not allowed to visit circumcision areas of the initiates but they
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would be the first ones to receive them after the initiation process (Julius Akeno, Ol,
23.09.2023). Admittedly, the mothers are the ones that encouraged the youth to partake in
raids immediately after initiation for them to acquire cattle for bride price. In fact, the
mothers played a great role in encouraging their sons to go for raids against their
neighbours. As Chesikaw (2019) asserts, immediately the warriors were successful in a
raid and returned home with herds of cattle, ululations and heroic welcome was meted on
them. Their mothers led the praise songs and among the welcoming parties would be

their potential brides singing songs of praise to the youth as earlier indicated.

This social urge to earn respect among peers and admiration of their mothers and
potential brides made the young warriors to yearn for the time they would perform a
successful cattle raid. It was always normal to hear women while milking their cows
chanting or humming songs in praise of their sons for bravery and enabling them acquire
the cattle they were milking while additionally taking care of babies humming lullabies
composed to sooth their sons to go to successful raids to enhance their status in the

families.

4.2.3.2. The Central Place of Livestock in the Pastoral Communities

Traditional Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus lifestyle centered on their cattle (Kiptui, 2021).
Eventually, all the things that a pastoralist man among the communities did was centered
on the livestock he kept which formed their primary source of food, wealth as well as
status in the community. It is claimed that in the Baringo Lowlands by the 1940s, there
were Pokot and Tugen men who had more than 400 heads of cattle. This earned them
great respect and status in the community. Their word was law and no one dared to go

against what they said at any time (Odhiambo, 2016). According to Kipkulei (1972), this
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is the time when the Tugen attempted to raid the Pokot and were annihilated at a place

known as Kebenop-Korongoro (the cave of Korongoro age set).

Raw meat, raw milk, blood from cattle and goats was the main diet of the communities
that occupied the Baringo Lowland (Kandagor, 2010). It is quite evident that the
communities valued the place of animal products in the community and depended on
their livestock for food and clothing. It was rare for the herder communities to partake in
eating vegetables unless during dry seasons when the number of livestock they had was
largely diminished (Kiptui, 2021). To the herders, it was considered a taboo to eat meat
and drink milk at the same time (Chesikaw, 2019). In a way, they discouraged wastage
and encouraged frugality among the community members by encouraging them to choose

one at a time and save for the next day.

Kipkorir (2009) writes that, during famine time the colonial government would distribute
cassava flour which was tasteless and very unpopular. During such devastating time at
the lowland the inhabitants fell back to their kinsmen from the highlands who supplied
grains, dried meat and mursiik (curdled milk) which had been stored for up to several
months in gourds. At times the communities in the valley sought supplies from their
neighbours when it was so severe. It was not hostility among neighbours for the Tugen
would seek assistance from the Pokot when there was no alternative for them. Kipkorir
further elaborates that, the Pokot version of mursiik had a uniquely bitter taste and water
had to be added to it to make it drinkable. Among the Tugen in times of distress, the
people would actually take anything to sustain themselves. He notes that, in many
villages in the Lowland, people were discouraged from eating of fruits and vegetables as

they considered them food for their cattle and did not encourage competing for resources
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with their animals. Butter was the most valued infant food as they were weaned off by
their mothers before they were introduced to hard animal products like meat (Kiptui,

2021).

Cattle are life and everything for the Pokot and Tugen communities (Kiptui, 2021). To
the pastoral communities, almost every activity they undertake revolves around their
livestock or is shaped by their admiration for their cattle. According to Kipkorir (2009),
everything from food, materials, rituals, culture, cloth as well as sandals for the
communities are centered on the livestock they adore so much. This claim is clearly

documented by local administration at the time, who affirmed:

Cattle are more than a savings account in the Pokot, Tugen
and Il Chamus communities of Baringo. It feeds and covers
one’s shame. (KNA/DC/BAR/2/72).

Thus, it is quite evident how important livestock have been to the pastoral communities
of Baringo Lowland and they increased the livestock numbers as they settled in the

valley.

Cattle are not only valued for sustenance in the communities but for daily survival
(Mkutu, 2008). All the products that come from livestock are evidence to the centrality of
the livestock in the day to day life of the pastoral community. The economy of the
community depends on these livestock (Berman & Lonsdale, 1992). Cattle among the
pastoral communities was like their bank account. Thus, the British colonialists forced
the pastoral communities to monetize the economy and turn away from barter trade.
Taxes were to be paid in cash and not in the form of livestock as was the case in the past.
Once the cattle were sold and converted to money, the pastoralists would be able to buy

commodities they lacked and pay requisite taxes.
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During initiation of the Tugen, Pokot and Il Chamus community young boys to men,
livestock play a great role (Kiptui, 2021). The initiates are fed with the goat and cow
products from the beginning to the end of the ceremonies. A family with large herds will
always rejoice during initiation of their sons because they know they will have sufficient
respect for feeding the whole team for some time. It is also noted that, in the process of
initiation, some of the initiates might have confessions to make and immediately after
that, elders were supposed to begin a cleansing session (Benjamin Kasatem, Ol,
13.09.2023). If the confession has some issues demanding cleansing, this was
immediately done so as to avoid calamities in the community. A goat would be
slaughtered to cleanse the wrong doing of the initiate and all those present would partake
in the elaborate ceremony. The Pokot community have their Orkwoyoon (prophet) who
led these ceremonies (Kipkorir, 2009). Among the Il Chamus, Oloibon was responsible
for the ceremonies (Odhiambo, 2016). The Tugen did not have a central leadership but
had elders who would perform the ritual (Chesikaw, 2019). This is evidence enough that
livestock was a source of peace and tranquility in these communities and was so much
treasured. In order for the communities to sustain their various requirements large

numbers of animals was necessary.

Paul Lolgisoi (Ol, 29.08.2023), the Member of County Assembly of Baringo representing
Mukutani ward asserts that, the 1l Chamus, Tugen and Pokot communities who live in his
ward value cattle greatly. Livestock are accumulated rather than consumed in these
communities. He further avers that, all the cases that they handle in the area revolve
around cattle theft and trespass. This is also buttressed by Kimengich Kipkech (FGD,

10.09.2023) who while contributing in a focus group discussion in Loruk observed that,
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whenever there are ceremonies, small stock like goats and sheep are slaughtered regularly
but cows are only slaughtered during special ceremonies. Cattle exchange happens in all

major transactions in the communities and act as evidence of seal of a deal.

4.2.3.3. Dowry Payment and Marriage Ceremonies

As the communities settled in the Lowlands of Baringo and embarked on livestock
keeping, the unmarried youth formed a major part of settlers and wanted to marry and
establish families as Olesupen John (O.1, 26.08.2023) puts it. The initiated youth who
were aged between 15 years to 20 and considered the backbone of the communities of
herders and responsible for security were the ones that needed to marry and establish
families. According to Achuka and Gisesa (2019), one of the main reasons for constant
cattle raids and rustling between communities neighbouring each other was the need to
acquire livestock to use as bride price. The urge was so huge and it became the driving
force behind the youth staging raids in order for them to marshal the much required

number of herds to pay bride price.

According to Kiptui (2021) and Chesikaw (2019), young men especially from poor
families had to raise bride wealth by themselves. Most times through armed cattle raids.
In the contemporary times, the Pokot have a tendency of demanding as many as 40 cows
and 60 goats as bride price. This demand is exorbitant for the youth and this forces some
to undertake raiding in order to pay the much needed dowry. An average family will have
their cattle in that range and will have more than one son so they cannot allow one to take
all the livestock. Thus, every young man ought to have accumulated his stock before
entering into marriage arrangements. Thus in most cases, the young man immediately

after initiation will raid their neighbour so as to get the cattle and pay easily his bride

102



price. This explains why after initiation in Pokot and Tugen areas there were increased
cases of cattle raids and rustling. After initiation the warriors were obligated to marry and

continue their lineage.

Among the Pokot community as elaborated in the FGD in Loruk, the young woman to be
married in the community is the cause of the raids which lead to insecurity in the area.
The bride is the one that inspires the youth to partake in the raids so as to acquire the
substantial number of cattle to pay the bride price to her parents before being married. It
is the fiancée who give the young man pressure so as to look for the required number of
cattle. In some instances, the family of the bride might be having a son who is also almost
getting married so they pressure the woman to get married so that they can acquire her
bride wealth for the brother to use to acquire a wife. This at times happens although in
some rare instances and such s pressure makes the young woman to force her fiancé to
make arrangements faster to acquire the cattle. In most cases, Kiptui (2021) notes, the
man wants to marry and needs the livestock to marry. As such, he has to go for cattle
raids among his neighbours, the Tugen and Il Chamus to raise the number. If no bride
wealth is paid for a woman, then her marriage is considered invalid. Any man can collect
her from the man they are living together and the husband will have no grounds to seek

justice for infidelity since they did not pay the bride price.

A woman who had eloped with her husband without paying any bride price was
considered the child of her parents and not married at all to the man. Among the Pokot
and Tugen communities, regardless of the number of children one had sired with the
woman she still remained a child of her parents and would be summoned home any time

(Chesikaw, 2019). The family of the woman and that of the man were considered
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strangers up and until the time when bride price was paid. The Tugen even scorned on
such arrangements so much. If the woman died before her bride price was paid, the
husband was not allowed to bury her until when her bride price was paid first. The
husband and his clan paid the required bride price then settle the burial after that. This
points out at how bride wealth was considered a sacred thing and many locals strived to

pay the dowry early enough to avoid embarrassment.

The Tugen community members were initially not that serious in paying bride price.
Dowry was a way of binding each other and did not require the families to pay a high
price like the Pokot. In the past, if a man has gotten the blessings of the ladys family to
marry her, there were instances of families demanding alcohol as mode of payment only
(Lelmen Koros, 0.1, 20.09.2023). The negotiators drank the alcohol and the marriage was
formalized. This is also corroborated by the archival information in: report of 1914-1923,
Volume One, the District Commissioner of Baringo appears to paint a friendly
community of Tugen when it came to dowry payment. He pointed out that they valued
kinship ties more than material gain and encouraged their youth to marry from their

Tugen counterparts as he asserted:

The social condition of the Kamasia/Tugen is considerably
lower than that of their relatives the Pokot. They are
peculiar in not buying their wives it being merely
customary to make the bride’s father decently drunk. At
times even this is neglected and the man and woman simply
come together without any ceremony...
(KNA/DC/BAR/1/7/2/22).

This information is corroborated by Chesikaw (2019) who also points out that, the Tugen
initially did not raid for dowry as they would just negotiate with the woman’s family and

get married. This practise of not paying dowry quickly faded away according to
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Chesikaw because women were abused and not taken care off as the men saw no value in
them. They were considered cheap and readily available. The settling in the lowland also
had an effect on the marriage behaviour as the Tugen copied what the Pokot and Il
Chamus neighbours were doing in their marriage ceremonies. They picked the best

lessons on dowry payment from them.

Overtime, the Tugen intermarried with the Il Chamus and Pokot neighbours and the issue
of bride price in the valley became paramount. They had to raise their terms to almost
suit their neighbours for them to coexist. One elder Lelmen Koros (Ol, 20.09.2023)
intimated that, due to the Tugen only providing liquor as bride price their marriages were
not durable. There was little strength in the marriage tie and women often left their

husbands for no apparent reason even after the birth of several children.

The Il Chamus had an elaborate way of acquiring a bride and although they were
polygamous just like most of its neighbours (Odhiambo, 2016). He contends that bride
price had to be paid for all the brides to compensate the families of the brides. Lesari
John (Ol, 20.09.2023) and Lelmen Koros (Ol, 20.09.2023) paint a very clear picture of
the shared customs on matters marriage among the three communities that occupy the
lowland. They admit that depending on families, the bride price ranges from eight (8) to
one hundred and seventy (170) heads of cattle. This to a great extent is one cause of the
increased cattle raids in the lowland as the young men try to establish a pool of cattle to
settle the bride price. It is interesting to note that the elders who negotiated the bride price
are compensated for their time and skills in negotiation. Admittedly, this made the bride

price a demanding task and thus worthy of raiding to raise the number of cattle required.
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Kiptui (2021) affirms that, in the past, among the Pokot and Tugen communities, a young
man would be allowed to stay with a woman without paying bride price but immediately
they get their first born, they were required to pay the bride price. It was expected that,
one approaches the elders, confesses to going wayward by stealing the daughter of
another family and living with her without their consent then elders from his side of the
family would initiate negotiations with the bride’s family and dowry is paid. It was a
punishable crime and costly as compared to paying dowry before siring children. In most
cases, the youth pay thirty (30) goats and three (3) oxen to appease the offended family as
a penalty and is then allowed to pay the negotiated bride price and take the wife legally

with the blessings of both families.

In the case where a family decides to ignore paying bride price for any reason, the
consequences were dire. If the man dies earlier before the wife and the dowry had not
been paid, the children would go back to their maternal uncles and the husband’s side
would have no case to argue since the mother still belonged to her family and the children
were assumed to belong to them. All the community members were aware of the
repercussions of not paying bride price and would not be surprised if anything like that
happened. The elders also aver that; it was a great shame not to pay bride price. A man
who had not paid dowry was not allowed to even speak at a baraza at all since he had not
fulfilled the obligations of the community thus not fit to speak in any formal forum of the
community. It was a shameful thing not to pay the bride price and people took it as being
rude and inconsiderate to your other side of the family. Also, when it was time to initiate
the sons of a woman whose bride price was not paid, the clan of the mother initiated the

children depriving off the pride of show off that comes with initiation to the father’s side.
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This was considered one of the lowest points of a father and his family and in most cases

many fathers ensured that they paid the bride price before such shameful events happened

It is thus noted that, these events point out to how important bride price and wealth was
considered among the communities of Baringo Lowland. The youth from poor
backgrounds had no alternative other than organizing raids with the blessings of their
elders for them to acquire sufficient livestock to be able to fulfill this important

community tradition and culture.

4.2.4. Drought, Diseases and Internal Disagreements

Drought is a long period of time when there is little or no rain in an area. In the years that
the pastoralist communities of Baringo Lowland have occupied the area, many episodes
of drought have afflicted them (Kandagor, 2010). The herders of the lowland have
always lived a closed life and avoided the colonial watch thus would overgraze the valley
and in the end soil erosion occurs, low rainfall for some years a drought was the result in

the area.

According to Anderson (1986) and corroborated by FGD information in Mukutani,
between 1917 and 1940s there was almost an annual catalogue of environmental
difficulties, human and stock diseases and a drought enhanced economic decline in the
Baringo Lowland. It was not easy for the colonial government to enforce mitigating
measures against these catastrophes in the Lowland as there were few administrators and
the area was vast. A study of archival information on the Lowland point to an area that
experienced drought due to poor agricultural practices. It was an unavoidable occurrence

since the local population did not consider conservation of the environment but in most
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cases practiced unsupervised rudimentary methods that destroyed the environment and

later escalating to drought and famine.

The Senior Agricultural Chemist, Sd. V.A. Beckley in 1935 reported on a visit he

undertook in Baringo and wrote:

Erosion is still bad. The grass cover has minimized sheet
erosion-in the areas that grass was planted; they are half an
inch to an inch above neighbouring bare areas. Gully
erosion is proceeding rapidly. In the Baringo Plain, for
example on a slope of 1:80 a gully has spread over several

acres during the last year, giving a typical “bad lands”
picture... (KNA PC/RVP.2/6/4/24).

In this description, the specialist is noting how the Baringo land had deteriorated in those
days and with little rain the results were a drought and hence loss of cattle by the

pastoralists.

Moreover, in 1945, the Chief Soil Conservation Officer made an observation about the
Lowland and predicted a severe drought accompanied by diseases because of the
condition of the area. Anderson (2002) observes that the report by the conservationist

pointed to what was to be experienced and what had happened in the area then.

By March the whole of Southern Kamasia/ Tugen plains
were as usual grassless desert. There was not a blade of
grass to be seen anywhere; even the barks of certain thorn
trees, on which the cattle habitually exist during the
drought periods in these areas was in short supply. It is
impossible to exaggerate the picture of utter desolation
presented by these once good  grasslands...
(KNA/PCIRVP.2/7/3).

This excerpt presents the real picture of the Lowland as many herders lost their cattle and
thus had to look for alternative means and ways to replenish their remaining few cattle.

Samson Kabutie (OI, 10.09.2023) observes that the droughts and disease aftermath left
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their parents with no choice but to engage in raids on their neighbours so as to boost their

stocks.

According to Lomiriri Loper (Ol, 20.08.2023), among the Pokot herders, drought is a
norm. The environment they live in is so used to droughts than rains. Kiptui (2021)
asserts that the Pokot community was resigned to droughts from the time they settled in
the Lowland and were always prepared knowing they would be hit by the droughts and
famine all the time. The worst drought that is talked about in the Pokot community up
and until this contemporary time was known as ‘Tapoyo’ drought. Solomon Makal (O,
20.08.2023), the MCA Kolowa ward, paints a picture of complete surrender and despair

during that period.

Almost all the cows of Pokot in Baringo Lowland died.
There was a horrible odour of death that hangs in the air.
Birds of prey (vultures) hovered around on the land and in
the sky. These birds of the air ate to their fill and the usual
predators like hyenas could barely walk. Our proud Pokot
people were forced to eat carcasses like wild animals. This
drought lasted for some years then when it ended a slight
rainfall was experienced and cholera breakout set on the
people killing many locals.

This oral narrative and others from the local people point to a situation of desperation in
the communities after such episodes of droughts and famines which in turn immediately

set the people on cattle raids to try and replenish the few stocks that remained.

Among the Il Chamus, there were cases of droughts and diseases but their dependence on
Lake Baringo for food helped them a great deal. However, their cattle suffered the same
fate as the Tugen and Pokot neighbours (Kosiki Lesambicha, Ol, 10.09.2023). The worst
drought remembered in Il Chamus land was that of 1938 and 1943 (Anderson, 2002).

These droughts were severe in the area and are still reminisced of till this period. These
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droughts forced some of the Il Chamus people to migrate to Keiyo area in search of
cassava. The Keiyo area at least had some drought resistant cassava which they had
planted the previous rainy season and this acted as a savior to the Il Chamus. This
drought was called Nkolonge Imuhogo by the Il Chamus meaning the drought of cassava
(Kiptui,2021). The few remaining Il Chamus in the Lowland slaughtered goats and cut
the meat into threat like pieces, salted, roasted and put it in dug out wooden containers
and covered them in fat and honey both of which acted as water and air tight
preservatives. The meat would then be taken out in small portions to feed the emaciated
children and women in the lowland. Patrick Lendapana (Ol, 10.09.2023), observed that,
the massive deaths and loss of livestock during the 1938 drought forced almost all men in
the area around Lake Baringo to divorce their wives. This is because they were rendered
too poor to support or sustain the women and children. The locals recall of how children
and women were abandoned and the mothers had to try all their best to take care of the
young ones. It was further observed that, this drought of 1938 as well as the one of 1943
and the others in the past forced the young men to attack their neighbours for
replenishment after the tough period. The Pokot and Tugen youth would come to the
shores of the lake to try and salvage the few cattle remaining and the Il Chamus would

repulse them. This would always lead to constant cattle raids and conflicts.

The Tugen according to Anderson (2002) suffered the most ramifications of droughts. In
1917, there was a deluge that hit the area, swept away several of Tugen herd and they
resorted to attacking the Pokot to replenish their stock. The Tugen were hard hit by the
deluge and they lost a large number of cattle. The resolve to attack the Pokot neighbours

for replenishment was reached and they raided them and got several herds to begin life
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with again. Immediately after the deluge came the drought of Kipngosia that occurred in
1918 to 1919 and the Tugen who were recovering were hit hard again losing the few
cattle they had raided from the Pokot. Catherine Tengecha (Ol, 07.09.2023) points out
that Kipngosia was severe because the previous year the deluge had messed them up and
now the drought had come to completely sweep away what had remained. There was no
grain harvested the previous year and thus the only hope was livestock which were also

very thin and few.

Two years again of dry season with no grain forced many Tugen to cross the Kerio River
to look for maize from Nandi and the Keiyo. The droughts were followed by famine and
lack of food for the Tugen. Rinderpest infestation and influenza afflicted the Tugen again
the same year 1919 (Anderson, 2002). These natural calamities that followed each other
in succession dealt a blow to the Tugen so much. In 1920, there was sufficient rain and
the Tugen embarked again on replenishing mission on the Pokot and the few Il Chamus
cattle that had survived the drought. Another drought was experienced in 1921 to 1922
then a break in 1923 and another drought in 1924 to 1925 accompanied by rinderpest
infestation and many deaths were reported. Immediately after these droughts the Tugen
raided their neighbours so as to replenish. The raids were increasing as the droughts too
became rampant. Talamwei drought was experienced in 1931 to 1932 and this preceded
the Kiplel kowo drought of 1927 to 1929. Kiplel Kowo drought was the most devastating
drought ever recorded or experienced in Tugen area of the Lowland. Oral accounts point
out to a desperate situation where white bones were seen everywhere due to death of
livestock hence the source of that name. The Tugen people lost a large number of cattle

and the elderly and children due to this drought. Kipkuikui was another drought that
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occurred in 1933 to 1934 and it also afflicted the Tugen of the Lowland so much

(Anderson, 2002).

These episodes of droughts, diseases and internal disagreements on how to handle them
led to loss of large animal stocks and once they were over, the communities engaged in

raiding so as to try and replenish their stocks and begin over again.

4.2.5 Expansionism and Administrative Boundaries

Expansionism was a normal pastoral activity as communities tried to ensure they had a
reserved surplus pasture and water for their livestock. The communities of Baringo
Lowland according to Kiptui (2021) established wide and peaceful contacts which
facilitated cattle keeping without any hindrance or pasture getting diminished. There were

no physical borders to worry of.

The Annual Report for the year ending 1921 indicated that the communities living in the
Lowland were experiencing some sort of collisions due to the boundaries created to
administer them. They were anticipating war due to scarce resources which were
supposed to be shared even with their Keiyo neighbours and these boundaries thus made

it a fighting for issue as the DC reported:

Last year was a record year. There was not even a
suggestion of friction between the neighbouring tribes. This
year seemed likely to prove that old feuds between the
Elgeyo and Kamasia had died out entirely, but during the
last two months of the year the Kamasia of Kapropita have
been restless, anticipating a raid from the Sego Elgeyo. It is
quite certain that no provocation will come from the
Kamasia and it is hoped that the Elgeyo will abandon any
project that may have been forming...
(KNA/DC/BAR/1/7/2] T459/51).
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Although the year 1920 went successfully without any raids, the report indicates that the
following year there were tensions as the neighbours viewed themselves as from different
districts and not supposed to share resources. Hennings (1951) had buttressed this point
in that the Tugen were a reserved community and would attack the Keiyo for reserves
only if provoked or when they needed cattle to replenish their diminishing stocks. Boiwo
Chesang (OI, 10.09.2023) asserts that, the Tugen community was always afraid of
“Muma”, a curse that would follow and wipe them if they attacked the Elgeiyo. Muma
was a curse that was initiated between the Tugen and Elgeyo after they had many cases of
killings between them. They performed a ritual in the River Kerio so as to deter cross
border theft and killings. They agreed to curse any Tugen man who spilled blood of a
Elgeyo man and the same to any Elgeyo man who spilled the blood a Tugen man
(Kipkorir, 2009). Stealing of honey and cattle from any of these two communities was
also cursed and this deterred the crimes for some years. If one member went against the
wishes of the curse, they would nose bleed to death. It was thus not common to get

reports of raids within the two communities.

In 1920, the Assistant District Commissioner in charge of Kabarnet area B.J. Fairfax-
Frankline initiated the process of boundary marking for reserves. The Kamasia/Tugen
reserve was earmarked as a lesson to the other ethnic communities of Pokot and Il
Chamus. The boundaries meant that every community was supposed not to leave their
reserve without permission (KNA/DC/BAR/1/7/2/3). The idea of having been kept in one
place only proved tough for the inhabitants since they were used to herding their animals

across the valley. It led to several raids for cattle and at times death was reported.
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During the middle part of the year, friction arose between
the Kamasia of the Kapturin and Ewalel Location and the
Njemps west of Lake Baringo in connection with boundary
between the two reserves in this vicinity. Two men were

killed and livestock stolen from the Il Chamus...
(KNA/DC/BAR/1/7/2 p.243)

This confirms that the boundaries created in some extent acted as a catalyst towards the
constant raids in the area for cattle and other livestock. Kiptui (2021) further observes
that the boundary issue in different ways made the local inhabitants feel like they were
not supposed to help each other in times of distress as they were well contended by those

they share the same reserve.

The tribal boundaries were in a very unsatisfactory condition according to the oral
observation of Ruto Haron (Ol, 07.09.2023) as he asserts that it made the communities
view each other with great suspicion. To him, the Pokot who are nomadic in nature
wander about in every direction following grass and water holes regardless of what
should be their natural limits. The Tugen and Il Chamus also followed suit as they could
not just leave the Pokot to wander into their area and encroach on the diminishing
resources they had. This in turn led to constant conflicts among themselves in the
process. It was also not limited to Tugen and Pokot the animosity of boundaries but it

extended to Turkana versus the Pokot. As the PC reported:

On 1% September 1918, , Turkana raiders under the
notorious Obe carried out a most successful raid. Sweeping
the county as far as Lake Baringo. They were joined and
guided by the “loyal” Turkana and carried off some 15,000
heads of cattle, 35,000 sheep and goats, 300 donkeys and
killed many women and children. (Contrary to the norms).
They came in overwhelming numbers even bringing
women and boys to clear path through the bush. Owing to
the rapidity of their movements and the fact that the Suk
(Pokot) lost their heads and did not report the raid at once,
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the ADC was wunable to get up with the
raiders...(KNA/PC/RVP/9/3)

This raid was carried out immediately the Turkana District was curved from the larger
Baringo. The Turkana felt like they were to revenge the many years they had been ruled
from Baringo and the Pokot favoured. At the end of the year, the Pokot and Tugen
communities were unable to pay taxes since they lost almost everything. There was an
attempt by Tirioko Pokot to raid their Tugen neighbours but this was instantly thwarted
(Kipkulei, 1972). The Pokot were in a way trying to replenish their cattle numbers after

the Turkana raid and the Tugen were their target.

It is thus noted that, boundaries and expansionism by the communities were indeed some
of the main causes of the constant cattle raids among the neighbouring communities. In
the past before the colonialists introduced boundaries, it was quite in order for pastoralists
to hold back their cattle from wetter areas, keeping the grass in reserve for the dry season

and later cross over without any interference.

4.2.6. Competition for Pasture and Water

There is no undisputed link between pastoral conflicts, cattle raids and the need for
pastoralists to access grassland and water (Kiptui, 2021). The communities of Baringo
Lowland were in constant competition for these resources amongst themselves and cattle
raids took place in the area. In most cases too in the lowland, droughts resulted in scarcity
of pasture and water leading to mass loss of livestock. Immediately after a drought, there
was a small period of deluge which caused diseases for cattle and people. It was one
natural calamity after the other and with a bare land, the remaining few stocks of cattle in

the communities needed to be replenished. Mkutu (2008) contends that the constant
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search for pasture by the affected communities led to fights with their neighbours so as to

bring their stocks to a better state.

In some instances, the communities of the Lowland came together to fight for the very
few remaining watering holes and they did fight their neighbours for domination. There
are instances when the area to the East of the Lowland was attacked by their neighbours
who had wandered. The fights for pasture was not only limited to the three communities
in the Lowland but at times attracted even other communities due to the good nature of

the pasture in the reserve areas.

Some wandering Somalis entered the District from
Rumuruti with cattle for trading purposes, killed a Suk
herdsman and went off with a number of donkeys. They
have not been apprehended, but they left a certain amount
of stock behind which has been brought into the station...

(KNA/PC/RVP/6A/15/36).
As the effects of the drought were dire, the Pokot and Tugen herders had gone with their

stock as far as Rumuruti border with Laikipia in search of pasture and water for their
livestock and in the process were attacked by wandering Somalis in trade. The search for

pasture and water took them that far and they were raided due to the search.

It is noted that, the communities in the Lowland were in constant movement from one
area to the other looking for favourable pasture and sufficient water for their livestock.
The Pokot young men as earlier indicated were the ones responsible for scouting for new
pasture (Barkwang Peter, Ol, 12.08.2023). It is even said that the Pokot sought the help
of their leader (Werkoyoon) who helped them predict where to exactly find sufficient
pasture for their cattle to last them a whole season (Kiptui, 2021). The writer indicates

that the religious leader who had special gift of prediction dwelt in the hills of Paka in
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Pokot land. This is corroborated by Reuben Chepsongol (Ol, 13.09.2023) who confirmed
that the issue of searching for sufficient pasture was a sacred thing that was taken with
great caution then. He claims that since the competing communities were all looking for
pasture for their cattle, a special scout was always appointed who was strong and had the

knowledge of the terrain and was committed to the community’s interests to the end.

Lokales George (Ol, 20.08.2023) sums up all these by confirming that in an event of
drought which constantly afflicted the Pokot, the community depended on Werkoyoon to
assist them. Three (3) or four (4) Pokot men went to Werkoyoon carrying the skin of a
slaughtered bull, its ribs and stake meat. These items were handed over to him as gifts to
predict for the community sufficient pasture exact location. Werkoyoon was able to tell
them areas to avoid as to not generate conflict with the occupants. At the same time, he
also introduced to the elders the direction of approaching the grazing lands. The Pokot
and Tugen youth who had large herds of cattle and occupied the lowland thus moved
from the west of the Lowland to the East to even Suguta area of Samburu. This in most
cases meant crossing the White Settler farms or ranches in between and attracting
resistance from the whites. In the process most times, the herders lost their cattle and they
retaliated later on in the name of looking for pasture by raiding their neighbours so as to

replenish their stocks.

The Tugen community had the habit of dividing their livestock so as to spread the risk of
loss during droughts (Kipkulei, 1972). A family kept a small herd in the Tugen Hills
which would supply the old people and children with milk and meat throughout the year.
Another boma was maintained in the Lowland and the youth are the ones that kept these

animals and tendered to them in the valley all through and the families also gave out
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some cattle to relatives for them to take care and act as insurance in times of distress.
These cattle given out to relatives and friends even as far as Laikipia would help the
Tugen to rise up after episodes of drought and diseases. The cattle were known as
(ngoroi) to signify the Tugen name for “cloth” in that it helped cloth the families after
some years of strain from natural calamities. Once an episode of natural disaster was over
and maybe one had lost all his stock, the ngoroi would come in handy by covering the
family from the shame of poverty before one embarks on a raid to replenish. It was a
form of insurance to the families as they waited for better pasture to sprout and the

regular raids to replenish their stocks to sustain them again.

There was always an intense competition for pasture and water in the Lowland by the
three communities (Anderson, 2002). The large number of livestock the communities had
could not be sufficiently catered for by the low grass level in the area. A clear description

of the lowland is painted by the Baringo District Gazetteer;

The floor of the Rift Valley is 5000’ to 3000’ feet. This
includes the regions of Lake Baringo and Lake Hannington
(Bogoria). The climate is hot and dusty with wind usually
from the north. Rivers flowing into the lakes are mostly
deeply gorged till they reach alluvial shores of almost level
deposits. The county is thickly bushed and widely dissected
by small scarps. In general, it is devoid of perennial grass
cover but eroded only locally due to the amount of rock in
the land surface and overstocking. This zone covers about
50% of the District... (KNA/DO/ER/2/2/16).

The above archival description points out to the reason why the local inhabitants of the
lowland raided for livestock so as to add the number of stocks they had once they sought
for better pastures and abundant water. The search for better pasture was always on many

occasions frequent since the land described was bare most of the times of the year.
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4.2.7.1. Proliferation of Small Arms

Mkutu (2003) observes that cattle raids and banditry was not a major issue in the past
from 1900 to the 1940s among the pastoral communities. They carried out raids on their
neighbours but the scale was minimal and intended to ensure replenishing of stocks and
maybe to get enough cattle for dowry payment only. The writer further argues that as
time went on, the governments of the time neglected implementation of policies and this
led to the communities arming themselves with small and light weapons. They
abandoned the traditional weapons of arrows, bows and spears for the modern weapons
(Lomoywara, 2018). Small and light weapons now made it possible for the communities
to raid in large numbers as opposed to the past and this became one of the causes of cattle

raids which changed to banditry over time.

In the 1970s the trafficking of weapons to the pastoralist controlled Lowlands began
(Mkutu, 2003). The weapons were brought into the country from the conflict zones of
Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, Eritrea and Northern Uganda. Lomoywara (2018) notes that
this proliferation of small and light arms changed the face of cattle rustling completely. It
provided the raiders with confidence and precision when they undertook their raids. IRIN
report (2014) points out that, the chronic instability and continued civil conflicts within
the pastoral communities is largely facilitated by the cross-border supply of weapons

which always find its way to the three communities in the Lowland.

Koech Kiprop (Ol, 11.09.2023), a resident of Atiar and a reformed cattle rustler, asserted
that the Turkana were the first pastoral community in the area to bear arms like AK-47,
G3 and M16 assault rifles. These weapons then infiltrated to the Lowland after few years.

The Pokot were the main beneficiaries of the Turkana arms as they border them. The
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Pokot now began to raid their neighbours, the Tugen who were ill equipped as compared
to them. They attacked them frequently using the superior weapons. Initially, as the Pokot
were heavily armed, the Tugen and Il Chamus warriors depended on the traditional
weapons of arrows, bows and spears. With time, the two communities felt intimidated
and now began acquiring the modern weapons so as to compete with their Pokot
neighbours. The pressure to obtain weapons so as to match their neighbours, the Pokot
and Turkana made the Tugen and Il Chamus join the arms race. There was a rush by all
the communities in the Lowland to acquire arms. These weapons were acquired in the
pretense of self-protection and when the area was safe, the guns would be used to raid the

neighbours. It was no longer arms for protection but arms for banditry.

Sang’alo Kutwa (OI, 20.09.2023), the Baringo County Commissioner points out that the
stolen cattle from the Tugen and at times the Il Chamus communities by the Pokot are
driven away deep into Pokotland and sold. He avers that they are not used for
replenishing as was the case in the past. They are sold so as to erase any evidence of the
stolen cattle in the community. Using weapons which are illicit, the cattle are a source of
quick profits for the poor pastoralists and is easy to convert stolen cattle to cash. The
businessmen from towns like Nakuru, Eldoret and Nairobi who are in good books with
the local inhabitants are readily available to purchase the stolen cattle. Although they buy
them at a cheap price as compared to the time they engage in auctions, the raiders sell the
cattle to them in haste and do not care about the prices so much. To the Commissioner,
this availability of business people motivates the young raiders to buy more bullets and
go back to raid without any fear as they can access money easily these times unlike in the

past.
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Kenya has one of the highest rates of civilian gun ownership in East Africa (Lomoywara,
2018). It is estimated that by 2012 there were between five hundred and thirty thousand
(530,000) to six hundred and eighty thousand (680,000) firearms and most of them being
illicit in civilian hands. The actual true number of the arms is almost impossible to
ascertain since there is an intricate trafficking dynamic, which makes the number of guns
to increase every time and to account for them is not easy. The owners too are so
secretive and rarely does one get them to confess to owning any. They will always claim
that it’s their neighbour who has a gun and will almost never admit to owning one

themselves.

The government of Kenya allows the National Police Reservists (NPR), military
personnel, police service and scattered licensed individuals in cities and towns to legally
carry guns. Interestingly, the local inhabitants of Baringo Lowland, especially the Pokot
clandestinely defy all these regulations and own several firearms. Some of them are
always seen brandishing their guns as they herd their livestock. They seem so unbothered
and secured carrying their guns. These guns of course are illegal and dangerous to their
neighbours in the name of offering protection to their livestock (Mark Koech, Ol,
23.08.2023). He also points out that in most cases the weapons in conflict prone zones are
given on credit. Once a raid has been undertaken, the raiders are given a quick market to
dispose the stolen cattle and the gun owners get their cut from the sale immediately. In
most cases, this proves a well-connected and powerful network of business interests to
sustain the violent conflicts witnessed in Baringo Lowland for profit from the supply of
weapons and raiding of livestock. It is thus observed that, this mutual relationship

between the raiders and the middlemen in proliferation of weapons has led to violent
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conflicts as indicated by Kratli and Swift (1999) as well as Robert (2008) and is one of
the main contemporary causes of the constant cattle raids and banditry in Baringo

Lowland.

4.2.7.2. Wildlife Conservancies in the Lowland

Baringo Lowland as earlier observed has intermittent or erratic rainfall and is prone to
severe catastrophic droughts with an average trend in annual rainfall projected to only
decline with time, impacting livelihoods and food security (Sang’alo Kutwa, OI,
20.09.2023). Extreme drought events that are severe like Kipngosia in 1918-1919, Kiplel
Kowo 1927-1929, the drought of 1984 and the others that followed after that always
makes 50% of the lowland unreliable. Crop farming as earlier indicated as well as cattle
keeping is not that reliable in parts of the Lowland due to the extreme conditions. This is
also buttressed by Yazan et al (2010) who writes that, “dry lands like Baringo are
particularly susceptible to environmental degradation, which directly (impacts)
pastoralists’ resilience given their dependence on land” (Yazan et al, 2010, p. 94). The
writer sheds light on the overdependence on the small lands with grass cover by the
pastoralists which makes the area barer and advocated for creation of conservancies to

allow the lands to regenerate and make it a wild life zone.

Since the lowland is arid and always afflicted with environmental catastrophes, there are
attempts put in place wildlife and natural conservancies. A conservancy is a body
concerned with the preservation of natural resources (Kiptui, 2021). The conservancies
act as alternative government agencies although they are privately owned. They provide
protection to the natural inhabitants of the land like animals and vegetation and prohibit

the local inhabitants from exploiting the lands in those marked conservancies. In most
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cases, the conservancies have fenced off the lands allocated to them and these fences

deter those herders who were used to moving around with their livestock.

The introduction of wildlife conservancies in the areas where pastoral communities
considered their ancestral homelands is a recent phenomenon which has brought about
issues of banditry and cattle rustling, observes Isaiah Biwott (Ol, 20.09.2023). He asserts
that the conservancies have come as a barrier to the herders who used to enjoy migration
as they sought greener pastures for their cattle all over the lowland. These conservancies
employ rangers who are armed to protect the conservancies against the local inhabitant’s’
intrusion and this is a source of conflict in the area. It was deduced that most incidences
of cattle raids and fights in the conservancies happened during the dry season. This is the
time when the pastoral communities in the lowland clash with the conservancy
managements especially since the conservancies are established at the borders where the
herders usually used to graze their cattle during drought seasons. These grazing grounds
were available to the herders before introduction of conservancies and since then clashes

occur mostly at the zones.

Baringo County has close to twelve (12) conservancies and all were established from
2008 with the objective of conserving the natural ecosystem. This seems to be overtaken
by other reasons like appetite for game meat by licensed traders as observed by lsaiah
Biwott (OI, 20.09.2023). It is worth noting that the conservancies had a good objective
initially but has been obscured by other ulterior motives like cattle rustling and
displacement of people from their ancestral homelands. The conservancies established in
Baringo are: lrong Community Conservancy (61,450 acres), Chuine Community

Conservancy (4,447 acres), Kiborgoch Community Wildlife and Wetland Conservancy
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(6,648 acres), Lake Kamnarok Conservancy (300 acres), Ruko Community Conservancy
(46,950 acres), Kabarion Community Conservancy (167,043 acres), Ngenyin Community
Conservation Area (121 acres), Kimngochoch Community Conservancy (1,420 acres),
Morop Tarambus Wildlife Conservation, Kiplombe Community Conservancy (5,189
acres) and Kiborit Community Conservancy (250 acres). Apart from four conservancies
(Kimng’ochoch, Morop Tarambus, Kiplombe and Kiborit) which are based in the
highlands of Baringo, the others are all in Baringo Lowland. It is observed that, given the
dry and arid nature of the Lowland, ceding such large tracts of land to conservancies
leads to eating into the pasture lands that the local inhabitants would have grazed their

cattle and at the end brings conflicts between the communities.

In order for these conservancies to be established in the lowland, the community
members are lured into signing agreements to lease out their ancestral lands to the
conservation management. They are paid a small stipend for the conservancies to be
fenced off and managed by people picked from the community according to FGDs in
Loruk and Mukutani areas. Many local inhabitants accept the stipend and expect more
once the conservancies are established. But to Biwott (OI, 20.09.2023), the
conservancies’ managements most of the times want more land than they were assigned
by the community. KHCR (2010) reports that, the same conservancies through their field
rangers sponsor chaos in the areas neighbouring the conservancies hence forcing people
to flee from the land and creating a “No Man’s Land” in the area and convince the local

inhabitants to surrender the area to them after some years.

Therefore, according to Isaiah Biwott (Ol, 20.09.2023), this is a way where the bandits

are empowered or encouraged to now steal from their neighbours and get protection from
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the conservancies. The conservancies might be after more land for their wildlife and in
that situation, the bandits strike the neighbours to raid for cattle and scare them away
from the border with the conservancies. It serves the conservancies well and the bandits
get their much required resource which is livestock from the vulnerable neighbours who
lose both land and livestock. In this way, the conservancies act as a cause of the constant

cattle rustling and banditry in the lowland.

4.3 The changing Nature of Cattle Rustling and Banditry in Baringo County from
the 1970s

As noted earlier in the periods prior to the 1970s, the communities took part in cattle
raids in a very carefully planned manner or systematically as the society was still closely
knit together. Oral interviews of a number of participants in the FGDs carried out in
Loruk, Kinyach and Makutani point out that the youth listened to advice then acted as
guided. The raids were far in between and were conducted only when it was so necessary
and mattered. The nature of raids changed towards the 1970s and became frequent,
unregulated and unguided by the elders. Lomoywara (2018) points out that the 1970s
marked a significant change in the nature of organizational skills, weapons used and the
drastic change from cattle rustling to banditry in the pastoral communities. His work,
however, was on all the communities of North Rift region. The issues he points out were
also affecting the Pokot and Tugen communities of the Baringo Lowland as oral

interviews of some participants have pointed out in this study.

The relationship between the Turkana, Pokot, Karamojong, Samburu and the Rendille as
pastoralists has been evolving in nature (Spencer, 1998) and (Welch, 1969)). According

to him, as their needs keep changing, their way of interaction also changes. In addition,
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the relationship with their neighbours is determined by numerous issues and some of
them beyond the control of the community members. As per the FGD in Loruk, these
three communities in the Lowland have also changed in their mode of engagement in the
area. In the past, they had peaceful settlement in the lowland then intense raids in the
1970s thereof, and banditry set in to replace cattle raids. This was accompanied by
indiscriminate killing of women and children which was not the norm. This was

exacerbated by the introduction of weapons among the communities.

Leff (2009) delved into the evolving means of transport among the communities. In the
past, it was not easy to transport the raided cattle as they trekked on foot for long
distances after the raids. The roads were small foot paths and cut across rough terrains
which were not easy to manoeuvre. In the 1970s onwards, there was an improvement in
infrastructure in the Baringo Lowland as roads were opened up easing the transport
services. The raiders were not left out as they also advanced in their means of transport;
and instead of trekking they used lorries and pickup trucks to ease the transportation of
their loot. These among others, as indicated by earlier scholars, are the changes that have
taken place from the 1970s and have revolutionized the art of cattle rustling to banditry

among the communities living in the lowlands of Baringo County.

4.3.1 Advancing Weapons

Spencer (1998) postulates that before colonialism, the pastoral communities in the North
Rift just like all the other communities in Africa, were armed with traditional rudimentary
weapons. Among the Kalenjin and Pokot, these weapons were a necessity as they
protected them and their livestock against external aggression from their neighbours and

maybe wandering herders and wild animals. In the Lowland, these rudimentary weapons

126



included; arrows (Kotiek), bows (Kuyangwek), spears (Ng ‘otwek), clubs (Kanyasang) and
shield (Long’e) (Kipkulei, 1972). There were specific places to acquire these weapons

and at a good price for the warriors to be armed all along.

The rudimentary weapons were made from iron. The shafts of the weapons were made
from iron while the handles were made of wood. These were made by some few
individuals with wood and iron making skills in the communities (Kandagor, 2009).
Based on the informants in an FGD conducted at Loruk, iron smelting in the lowland
among the Tugen community was practised by a specific clan based in Marigat. The
Mooi clan was known to have the best blacksmiths. These individuals were skilled in
both iron-making and iron-working. The clansmen would work on the iron-ore
(Ngoriemik) and do intensive work on it and at the end come up with workable iron that
could now be converted into weapon shafts for the Tugen (Ruto Haron, Ol, 07.09.2023).
To the community, this was a special responsibility placed upon the clan and they
satisfied their need; and to a large extent the other neighbouring communities who would
frequent the area to purchase iron implements from the clan. This is corroborated by

archival information from an annual report of 1959 on trade in the Tugen community:

Blacksmiths (Kitong’ik) from the Mooi clan among the
Kamasia (Tugen) community sell their iron wares in
markets that are once in a while. These markets are in
Koriema, Maoi, Loboi and Marigat. They pay cess to the
government. But one can access the iron implements from
their homes around Arabal if needed in a short
notice...(KNA/DC/BAR/59/1/3).

This information is a proof on how the communities in the lowland valued their weapons
and would go a long way to acquire the main component of the weapon; iron. Samuel

Kamuren (Ol, 10.09.2023) who is the assistant chief of Loruk confirms that the people of
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his area, as he grew up, used to converse about taking long journeys to Maoi and
Koriema to purchase the iron they would use to make arrows. He further elaborates that
owning the traditional weapons was not illegal and up until the time of the interview, he
points out that many of his subjects own several bows and arrows. To the community, a
man is considered useless if they do not know how to use a bow and arrow or do not own

any in the family (Chesikaw, 2019).

It is however, noted from a number of informants that with time, these traditional
weapons have been phased out and advanced weapons introduced in the community. The
spear, shields and bows are no longer regarded as a necessity in the Pokot and Tugen
community as it was in the past, as Simeon Chumar (Ol, 20.08.2023) points out. He
further clarifies that these weapons have been turned into ceremonial regalia which are
only displayed in traditional and cultural ceremonies. They have been converted into
tools of showcasing the traditions of the Pokot and Tugen in the past. According to an
FGD in Kinyach, you will rarely see a shield and very few individuals among the
community own these shields. They are of no much value in the community as interests
have shifted to new and powerful weapons. The accuracy and dependability of the
traditional rudimentary weapons is low; and the pastoral communities in the valley have
not been left behind in their quest to acquire modern weapons. This was strongly
articulated during an FGD conducted in Mukutani and also stated by the Assistant Chief
of Ayatia sub-location, Stanley Chepchieng (Ol. 16.09.2023). The communities have
upgraded to small and portable guns which are now available in the valley in large

numbers. AK 47 and G3 rifles were introduced to the Pokot and this has revolutionized
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the idea of cultural cattle raiding to cattle banditry with deaths reported in high numbers

than was in the past (Lomoywara, 2018).

During the precolonial period, all through to colonial era, there were minimal number of
guns in the pastoral areas. It was only a few rulers who had access to guns in the pastoral
lands (Mkutu, 2001). He postulates that the onset of colonialism came in with the
introduction of guns and the 1970s marked the peak of proliferation of these guns to the
pastoral communities. The instability in a number of states in the Horn of Africa further
exacerbated the proliferation of these new weapons and made them more popular than in
the previous years as noted by Mkutu (2001). Verney et al (1995) point out that since
1956, Sudan has only known peace for eleven (11) years only making its civil war the
oldest in the world. Reeves (2002) concurs with him; terming the country a failed state
which is the main entry point of small arms and light weapons since there is no control
over gun ownership among its citizens. Since Kenya and Sudan share a border which is
so porous, most of its displaced citizens find their way to Kenya as refugees. These
displaced citizens come along with guns and other modern weapons; which are then sold

to the pastoralists who use them in banditry in the lowlands.

In addition, Mkutu (2001) notes that the war in Sudan has mainly been waged by use of
small arms, although the government of Sudan sometimes used more powerful and
conventional weapons. This is a clear indicator to the proliferation of the light weapons
used in the Baringo Lowland by the Pokot against their neighbours; the Tugen and
sometimes the Il Chamus. He also asserts that the war in Sudan involved the Sudan
Peoples’ Liberation Army (SPLA) that fought against the government of Sudan for

almost 20 years. This war for independence of South Sudan from the main Sudan country
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ended on 19" July 2011 when South Sudanese voted in a referendum to secede from
Sudan. The SPLA fighters received arms, both from internal sources (by capturing
government weapons) and externally (from Ethiopia during Haile Mengistu’s regime and
from Uganda) (Reeves, 2002). With such dependable sources of weapons and
ammunitions, the Sudan war continued for some years and the populace suffered. Reeves
(2002) further notes that the Sudan war worsened and went on for two continuous
decades displacing more than four (4) million people. These displaced Sudanese have
found refuge in the neighbouring countries which Kenya is part of. This resulted to
infiltration of guns and other small arms to the pastoralist communities; sparking

banditry.

In another twist, Mkutu (2001) notes that it is women who are involved in the trading of
guns; and especially ammunitions, which are carried out independently of the guns. The
sale of guns is different from that of ammunitions as there is constant need for
ammunitions after the guns have been acquired. Moreover, specific types of guns require
a specific variety of ammunitions. It was observed in an FGD in Loruk that the bullets
that are in high demand are those for AK 47 and G3 and not all factories produce these
bullets in Kenya. Wilson Chelagat who is the Assistant chief of Barkitew sub-location
(Ol, 14.09.2023) asserts that acquiring the bullets is far much easier than getting the gun
as the sellers are more discreet and fear being apprehended. He further observes that not
all those who seek to own guns are successful. The local owners do not disclose where
they got the guns and how one can acquire them. They take time studying the intentions
of the supposed buyer before revealing where to acquire the most sought after

commodity.

130



Furthermore, Mkutu observes that guns like AK 47 and G3 can be easily disassembled
and camouflaged in donkeys and camels then transported for long distances. It was also
noted from FGDs conducted in Kinyach, Makutani and Loruk that arms can be stitched
into goat carcasses and transported to far-flung areas like Marigat in Baringo Lowland
from the borders of Pokot and Turkana. There is also evidence that the arms trade can be
done across the border without discrimination of which community one came from. For
instance, a Pokot illicit trader would sell guns and ammunitions to a Tugen as long as
they get their pay for the goods delivered and vice versa. The transportation of guns and
ammunitions via goat carcasses was so common in the 1970s through to the 1980s before

the security forces discovered and thwarted it (Kandagor, 2010).

Kimaiyo (2016) affirms that in the Marakwet community, women were involved in the
transportation of arms and they also acted as secret spies. His argument is corroborated
by Wilson Lokobwa (Ol, 25.08.2023), the Chief of Kinyach location who pointed out

that:

It is easy to carry bullets in food gunny bags, milk gourds
and jerricans (chemurot) or water jugs which the women in
Pokot land use. They at times supply these ammunitions
across the border and the anti-stock theft officers do not
suspect them of carrying anything illegal. Men can be
frisked any moment but women always leave undetected.
There are several road blocks mounted in the main roads
but these women mostly use shortcuts and pretend to be
looking for food for their starving children back home.

Although women were not involved in the blessing ceremonies conducted by the elders
before a raid, they understood their role very well; transporting ammunitions and spying

for their warriors so that they not only actualize their raids but also do so with precision.
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In most of the FGDs conducted in Loruk and Kinyach, the main cause of banditry in the
Baringo Lowland and which came up so fast in the 1970s is the proliferation of small
arms from the neighbouring countries and which were sold in large numbers. Ribo Rikosi
(Ol, 23.09.23) attests to the fact that the substitution of advanced weapons; for the
rudimentary ones has resulted in the youth becoming more lethal, hence the frequent
killings than in the past. It is also worth noting that the pocket friendly price of the small
arms is the precursor to their proliferation and availability. For instance, Mkutu (2001)
affirms that an AK 47 gun is as popular in Pokot area as a bottle of Soda-Coca Cola, so to
speak. Samson Krop (Ol, 23.08.2023) further indicates that an AK 47 gun is always
available at between fifteen thousand (15,000) and twenty thousand (20,000/=) Kenya
shillings while the G3 gun is more priced at between forty thousand (40,000/=) and sixty
thousand (60,000/=) Kenya shillings. The prices vary as per the demand and supply but
its evolution was witnessed to a great way in the 1970s onwards. This means that it is
always available and seen around the centres where warriors meet. They no longer hide
the guns as owning them seems to be the norm. This is further confirmed by the Assistant
Chief of Atiar sub-location, Richard Ayabei (Ol, 18.09.2023) who accepts that most of

his residents no longer fear being identified as firearm holders.

The instability which occasioned the 1970s led to the commercialization of small arms
among the pastoralist communities. Initially, these guns were acquired for personal
protection and protection of their animals, as pointed out in the oral interviews conducted
in this study. However, these weapons have been transformed to tools for cattle raids and

banditry. Mkutu avers that:
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In the 1970s at some point across the border in Karamoja,
guns were sold in open markets and exchanged with
foodstuffs. The guns and ammunitions were a common
commodity in the market just like maize and millet.

The commercialization of these small arms increased the number of illicit weapons in
civilian hands; and the Pokot of Baringo who is kith and kin with the Karamoja of

Uganda acquired the precious commodity in large quantities during that time.

Moreover, the increased supply of the guns in the country led to the reduction in price of
the precious commodity (Bonte, 1991). Kasatem Benjamin (Ol, 13.09.2023) observes
that before 1979 for example, the price of a G3 gun through barter trade was up to
between seventy (70) to one hundred and fifty (150) cows. Cash money was prohibited to
the common herder and only the rich among them could afford. The youthful population
was left out since they did not own large herds of cattle and hence could not afford the
guns. The 1979 Moroto Barracks attack in Uganda in which guns were stolen en masse,
led to a drastic reduction in price of guns (Mkutu, 2001). He further observes that the
availability of the stolen guns made its acquisition a bit relaxed and cheaper for the
common, local herder. He claims that the price dropped to twenty (20) or thirty (30) cows
and at some point ten (10) cows for a good AK 47. By 2001, the price had drastically
reduced to between five (5) to ten (10) cows. It is also noted that the shift from barter
trade to cash transactions for guns also reduced the price to a manageable price for the
pastoralists. In the past, before the 1970s, guns were valued in terms of cattle but this has
since changed and its price based on cash hence the ease in transaction and value

addition.
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The influx of guns and ammunitions into the Baringo Lowland (which is part of the
North Rift Region) and which has many cases of deadly cattle raids has been noted by

Mkutu (2001). It is summarized in a flow route as follows:

Somalia—> Dadaab—>Garissa—> Nairobi —> (Baringo).

Somalia—> Mandera—> Wajir—> Isiolo—> Nairobi —> (Baringo).

Somalia—> El Wak—> Wajir—> Isiolo —> (Baringo).

Sudan—> Lokichogio—> Kakuma—> Lorengipi or Loya in Turkana —>

(Baringo).

Uganda (Upe)—> West Pokot—> Eldoret —> (Baringo).

Ethiopia—> Moyale—> Marsabit—> Samburu —> (Baringo).

This has been corroborated by information obtained from the FGDs, as some of the well
documented routes that flourished in the 1970s coming forward. These illicit weapons
enter the country through the porous borders and make their way to the Baringo
Lowlands among other banditry prone zones. It is also observed that once these weapons
enter the country, it is far much easier to conceal and transport them to the bandits who

use them for raids.

John Kamau (Daily Nation, 22.01.2023, p.25) points out that the entire North Rift (which
Baringo Lowland is part of) is awash with AK 47s and other small arms both for hire and
personal protection by families. The AK 47 has been taken as the new symbol of power
in the region from the 1970s. Most of the families who engaged in the art of acquiring

arms for their protection at times hired it out to the youth who return with raided cattle
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and give them some of the loot as payment. Kamau further states that if you go deeper
into the border between Kenya and Ethiopia, you will find communities who have been
armed by the government since independence to police the border still holding these
weapons. This points out to a policy which the government of Ethiopia implemented
immediately after the independence of their neighbouring countries. They decided to
issue arms to the communities at the border so as to defend the international territory of
Ethiopia. This was occasioned by the fact that the government was still young and did not
have sufficient resources to employ security personnel to man the borders. They armed
the bordering communities with a good intention of protecting their territory but this has
in some way been overtaken by graft and greed which has led to misuse of the firearms.
Retired KDF colonel Moses Kwonyike (Ol, 20.09.2023) concurs with John Kamau that
some of the individuals at the border sold their guns and ammunition to the Pokot who in

turn raided their neighbours with much ease than was in the past.

In addition, John Kamau further asserts that; from Tot in West Pokot to Kitale on the way
to Eldoret, there were several police roadblocks yet stolen animals and ammunitions
passed through all these and end up in abattoirs in Eldoret and Dagoreti in Nairobi. FGDs
in Loruk area and Kinyach of Baringo Lowland confirmed that due to the availability of
guns and ammunitions in the lowland, the Pokot easily raid their neighbours and use the
same routes after bribing the security officers to transport the cattle to markets outside
Baringo without any resistance or hindrance. They are reported to forge permits from
livestock control officers and others even transport the livestock without any permits. In

most cases, the Pokot are given access by the officers as pointed out in the oral interviews
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conducted because they offer good bribes to the officers and even at times, the officers

sell their ammunitions to the raiders.

Kamau further notes that in the past, the Turkana who are the neighbours of the Pokot
and who shared resources had guns as far as 1910. They smuggled them into the country
from Ethiopia and exchanged them for camels. Towards the 1970s, most of those guns
were expressly infiltrating to the Pokot and Tugen of the lowland and in large numbers as
noted by lIsaac Chepsat (Ol, 12.09.2023). The weapons from Ethiopia were old but
serviceable and they were used to raid their neighbours who were slowly graduating from
the use of rudimentary weapons. It is also observed that immediately after the Second
World War in 1945, there were attempts by the colonial government to disarm the Pokot
and the Turkana so that they would be like the other communities (John Kamau, Daily
Nation, 22.01.2023, p.25). Thousands of their cattle were confiscated and many
suspected perpetrators arrested. This made the Pokot and Turkana very poor and
vulnerable to their neighbours. The Marakwet took advantage of the situation and stole
from them several herds of cattle at that time. According to the writer, it would have been
wise to disarm all the communities in the North Rift Region and make it free from fire
arms. Although the area is so vast and most of it is arid, policing the whole border is
tough but with a keen interest by the government, it is possible to man the area. This
would have sorted out the whole problem of illicit arms ending it early enough before it

escalated to the level it is at the moment.

KHRC Report (2010) indicates that in the 1970s, the Kenyan state recruited and armed
Kenya Police Reservists (KPR) at all the border districts to protect communities against

constant raids. The Pokot community at that time also amassed guns as their youth were
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also recruited into the KPR and supplied them with ammunitions from the government.
The KPR from Pokot took advantage of the immunity offered to the KPR youth and
instructed them to stockpile arms for them from the government. This went on for some
years and the government did not act fast enough according to Chepsongol Reuben (Ol,
13.09.2023) and by the time they abolished KPR, the Pokot were well armed and ready to
even attempt to take on the government security officers. Lomoywara (2018) observes
that the KPR were put in place by President Jomo Kenyatta to act as possible reserve
force for Kenya against Uganda. The then Ugandan President Idi Amin had established a
military base in Soroti area of Uganda border and this worried President Kenyatta that
Uganda would be planning to use it to attack Kenya. President Jomo Kenyatta ensured
that KPR were armed and ready to combat the Amin’s army anytime they tried mischief.
These arms infiltrated to the pastoralist communities who used it to attack their

neighbours; after the ouster of I1di Amin.

Mkutu (2008) notes that after the ouster of Idi Amin in 1979, Soroti Barracks which was
the mainstay of the regime’s guns and ammunitions was also run down. The barracks was
left unattended due to lack of proper command after the ouster of Amin. The Pokot of
Uganda were among the first people to arrive there and took off with as much arms as
they could carry. It is estimated that the Soroti Barracks in Moroto stored approximately
fifteen thousand (15,000) guns and two million (2,000,000) rounds of ammunition at any
time when fully equipped (Mkutu, 2003). Many scholars concur with Mkutu that this was
the main reason for the proliferation of small arms in the North Rift. Kamau further
asserts that the Soroti Barracks was a gold mine for the herders and a blessing in disguise

for them as President Amin was a disaster in waiting to just end any time and his ouster
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came as the herders had predicted in their calculations. The mistake of Uganda having
such a large consignment unmanned for some time made it possible for the Pokot to
acquire the precious tool which complemented their raids. This was the main cause of the

heightened raids in the 1970s onwards.

Furthermore, Ribo Rikosi (Ol, 23.09.2023) indicates that the Pokot usually attacked the
Tugen, the Marakwet and to a great extent the Turkana since they had large herds of
cattle and chances of coming back successful from raiding them were high. He observes
that with a guaranteed availability of ammunitions after the Soroti attack, the attacks now
focused even on the smaller ethnic communities like the 1l Chamus. The Pokot were now
emboldened and could use bullets without care as was the case in the past when the
resource was scarce. This time, they were assured of availability of the bullets in large

quantities. He asserts that:

Immediately after a successful raid, the youth who had
rented guns for the raids are now able to use the raided
cattle to purchase their own guns. Guns (Kitioli) is a
symbol of wealth in the society and every family own one
or two bought by their sons and come in handy when they
want to conduct a raid. Having about five (5) guns in a
small group of warriors will be enough to get a substantial
amount of cattle from the Tugen or Il Chamus across the
border.

The five gun holders attack a group of herders from
different directions on an ambush, they shoot vehemently
and the surprised herders will be confused thinking the
raiders are so many. The other warriors from Pokot now
armed with bows, arrows and walking sticks drive the
cattle. They move towards the Pokot land while the other
gun holder group retreats after shooting several times. This
attack takes some few minutes but at times can take longer
based on the resistance of the raided community.
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The above given narration by an oral informant is how the Pokot usually attack their
neighbours. In most cases, the raided communities are left with a trail of livestock losses
and maybe loss of lives of the herders. Since the 1970s, the neighbours have been
engaged in counter attacks in retaliation to these raids. They find themselves fighting
back after raids since they stare at artificial poverty after being raided. It is noted that the
raided cattle, which are mostly taken to the interior parts of Tiaty (an area inhabited by
the Pokot) are then divided among the warriors. Some of the warriors sell the cattle to
business people to enable them buy guns while some who had not paid bride price take
the opportunity to marry using the raided cattle. The availability of guns in large numbers
from the 1970s onwards sparked an element of aggression among the youth and drove
them in full attack mode for them to acquire the new status of being gun holders and be

valued members in the community.

4.3.2. Solo Raids

Solo raids are those attacks which are undertaken by one or two warriors in a random
way without consulting the elders. Kipkoech Yusuf (OI, 20.09. 2023) makes an
observation that since the 1970s, some of the youth acquired guns and took it upon
themselves to organize and execute raids. They bypassed the elders and used the gun
power to launch attacks on neighbouring communities. Furthermore, Lengiya
Kirimaticho (Ol, 20.09.2023) concurs with Yusuf and adds that the youth view the elders
as out dated and undertake their solo raids unabated. Pkalya Dominic (Ol, 23.09.2023)
avers that from the 1970s, the rustlers no longer seek the blessings of their elders before
raiding a neighbouring ethnic group or community. These modern-day militia and bandits

have completely abandoned the established traditional command and control hierarchies.
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Kimaiyo (2016) discloses that the Marakwet elders from the 1970s were coerced by the
government to change their way of doing things. The elders were besieged by the
government administrators to shun away from blessing the youth so as to participate in
cattle raids. This was one of the main reasons why the youth decided to undertake the
raids alone without consulting the elders. According to Kipkorir (2009), the youth were
emboldened in their resolve to raid without any blessings. Gideon Lenyanet (Ol,
23.08.2023), a reformed warrior from Tirioko in Tiaty concurs with both Kimaiyo and
Kipkorir on the elders being coerced to avoid blessing the youth. He contends that he
decided to use his gun and recruited four (4) other youths to help him in his cattle raids.
The warriors of his age group had been dissociated from engaging in the raids by the

elders and authorities; so he decided to form a small team for his escapades.

Moreover, Lenyanet confesses that the resolve by the elders to heed the government’s
call of not blessing the youth before a raid made some of the warriors to seek the
blessings in secret. He claims that from the 1970s, it became a difficult task getting the
guidance of elders on how to attack and get away with it successfully. He further states
that he spied on his neighbours alone, gathering intelligence on when they were not so
many herders with the cattle and that is the time he would attack with his team of four
and drive the cattle deep into Pokotland. He affirms that he would take some months
studying their movements and strike when least expected. The informant confesses to
having undertaken more than five solo raids with his small team without involvement of
the elders and community as was in the past. The last raid he undertook was disastrous
and made him abandon raiding completely. He lost three (3) of his team and remained

with only one during that botched raid.
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The reformed Ngoroko stated that he was ambushed by Anti Stock Theft Unit officers in
Rugus area in Pokot. He still has a bullet lodged in his spine from the ambush. He avers
that it was only by the grace of God that the two survived the ambush as they were
overpowered by the well trained officers. He lost all the cattle that he had raided, his team
members and all the three (3) guns they had which were loaded. Lenyanet further points
out that almost all his age mates who participated in solo raids have lost their lives in the
field. Nevertheless, to the community, they are considered as heroes who died in the
battle field trying to make a living and bringing honour to their community. Henry Bartoo
(Ol, 10.09.2023), a banker from Koroto agrees with Lenyanet in that many of the Pokot
warriors believe that if one dies in the raids, they are blessed and will never be forgotten

by their kin and neighbours.

Admittedly, it was rare to Kill women and children but they would maybe Kill those
warriors who resisted the raiders. Most of the times, the warriors would not Kill unless
provoked. Kiprono Chebon (Ol, 26.08.2023) who is the Chief of Mukutani recalls the

times when one was spared by raiders:

Among the Pokot and Tugen, wherever there was a raid in
the area, either the attack came from the Pokot or Tugen.
There were circumstances when the men were not killed. It
was always the norm not to kill women and children since
they were harmless. As for the men, there were cases when
the warriors would just leave them alone or capture them as
prisoners of raid. If a man ran so fast, dropped his weapons
and climbed a tree, it was considered a surrender and the
warriors pursuing him/them would not shoot or Kill
him/them but capture him/them. It was considered a total
surrender just like when one puts down all weapons they
had and raises his hands up.

The chief explains that this was the norm and it was observed by all the communities in

the Baringo Lowland. However, this changed in the 1970s because of the proliferation of
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small arms. With the availability of guns, warriors began their solo raids and it became
hard to differentiate between a genuine surrendering warrior and one who has some small
company; luring the defending community into an ambush. The security officers
involved in operations against banditry also begun killing all the suspected raiders since it

became hard to distinguish a surrendering one and one who was still in battle.

The cases of warriors taking action in their own hands without the blessings of the elders
increased further after the 1970s. Solomon Kimengich (Ol, 12.09.2023) points out that
after his brother was killed by bandits from Pokot while herding his cattle, he became so
enraged that he decided to take matters into his own hands. He began to engage in solo

combat so as to avenge the death of his brother as he states:

The brother | depended on was killed. | was so bitter. My
two remaining elder brothers taught me how to shoot and
service a gun. We would practise how to shoot at night. |
went to the bush and stayed for two days. My mum went to
tell people | had gotten lost. My dad had died before | was
mature enough. Also, killed by the raiders from Pokot. |
had a gun and would tell all those who came to me not to
dare.

This is one of the cases which points out to the environmental drivers which push
warriors into raiding-those which push one to pick a matter and decide to take the
enemies head on without the assistance of their neighbours or even relatives. The mother
of Solomon as observed; was not even aware of the whereabouts of the youth and his
intentions. Despite being the youngest, he had the resolve to avenge the death of his
brother. To the warrior, it was easy and fast to execute a solo raid than acting as a whole

community.

142



Furthermore, Solomon Kimengich elaborates on how he planned discreetly and executed
his solo raids on the Pokot community as a revenge after they killed his father and

brother:

I would go to someone’s house, greet them as a lost
passerby, survey the area as | spied on them. It would
mostly be in the evenings. Asked where | came from, |
would lie and tell them of a different place. Food was
served to us. They cook outside always and slept out except
for the old and children who slept inside the animal pens.
You spy on the men as they took rounds around the cattle
guarding them. | would stay with them close to a week and
pretend to be down with malaria. They would look for
herbal medicine for me and feed me well. During that
period, | would pretend to be genuinely sick. | would bid
them goodbye after the stay and | would take the opposite
direction from my actual home.

| would take some weeks or a month before coming back to
raid them. They would not suspect me because | would
have attacked them immediately after visiting. They would
suspect some new entrants. |1 had all knowledge of their
routine and it would be easy to attack and drive many cattle
after killing some warriors. | had a good number of bullets
to carry me throughout my raid.

It is thus noted that some of the solo raids were motivated by revenge after one lost their
kin to the neighbouring community warriors and would not wait for the whole
community to plan and raid the aggressors. The reformed warriors paint a picture of
bitterness and instant revenge to payback what they deemed to have lost to their
competitors. The solo raids were spontaneous and with varying objectives unlike in the

past (before the 1970s) when replenishing was the main reason for the raids.

4.3.3.1 Changing Modes of Transportation
Baringo Lowland has one of the most difficult and harsh terrains to navigate. It is one

filled with difficult paths to use. For one to move from Nakuru town, down to Loruk in
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Baringo Lowland, it takes lots of proper planning and good means of transport to achieve.
Leff (2009) contends that transportation of cattle after a raid in the pastoral areas has
transformed over time. He establishes that immediately after a successful raid amongst
the pastoral communities; came the tough question of transporting the cattle. This could
either be to a market for sale or to the homelands of the raiders. The most problematic
issue was transporting the raided livestock away from the reach of the raided
communities. This is because the herders inhabited the remote lands where infrastructure

IS poor.

Cheserek et al (2012) asserts that the raiders would trek with the cattle for days before
getting to safer grounds inside Pokotland where they could rest and wait for
transportation to markets. This means that the raiders had to offer protection to the ones
driving the cattle on foot and they would be so slow at times and ended up being caught
by the government officers doing a follow up after the raids. It was also not cost-effective
to the raiders as they spent more days in the bush trying to evade the security apparatus
going after them. From the 1970s, the government began constructing roads in the
interior of Baringo. The infrastructural developments seemed to have aided the bandits in
intensifying their raids as it eased the transportation of the raided cattle. Paul Parsare (Ol,
29.08.2023), elaborates that the road network eased transportation of commodities in the
lowlands. According to the MCA, the road network was developed with the objective of
curbing cattle rustling in the battle prone borders but it became an avenue for faster
transportation of raided livestock. This was contrary to the main objective of the

government of opening up the lowlands for development.
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The government of Kenya in 1979 upgraded the road from
Marigat to Loruk to murrum status and all weather status
was achieved. It was immediately followed in 1980 by
extension of dozing and murruming of Loruk to Churo
through Tangulbei and the one from Loruk to Chemalingot.
In the previous years, these roads when dry, were suitable
for motor cars. Minor and administrative roads were
suitable for Four-wheeled drive vehicles only. They were
now better...(KNA/PC/NKU/2/15/80).

Ribo Rikosi (Ol., 23.0.2023) indicates that once the roads were made passable all year
through, the bandits would strike an area in Tugen pastureland, load the cattle in pickups
and lorries near the area attacked and transport them faster. The road served as a faster
means and there were almost nil chances of recovering any cattle once they had been
driven away. He adds that lorries would move faster and before the ASTU officers would
be mobilized, the lorries would have transported the cattle to a safer place in Pokot land.
It is the improved road network in the lowland that eased the raids among the pastoral
communities than it was before the 1970s. Cheserek et al (2012) affirm that the
government constructed the roads in the lowland to open up the interior for trade but the
bandits took advantage of the good road network, invested in cattle raids in large scale

and drove the livestock at a good speed as opposed to the past.

These roads cut through the lowlands where the pastoralists had settled in and herded
their cattle in large numbers (Kandagor, 2010). Some of these roads like Marigat-
Chemalingot connected the Tugen who lived in Marigat area and its surroundings to the
Pokot in Chemalingot, deep in Tiaty sub county. Isaac Chebon (Ol., 12.09.2023) notes
that in the past, before the Marigat-Chemalingot road was improved to murrum status, the
community only depended on the catholic missionaries to transport them and their goods

to Chemalingot. The Catholic vehicle was only available once in a month and it was so
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unreliable. With the improvement of the road network, there was an increase in cattle
raids and lorries plying the route also increased. Chepsat further notes that the trucks
coming from Chemalingot and its environs through Marigat to Nakuru and Nairobi
increased with time. This, he believes, is the main reason behind the upsurge in cattle
raids in the lowland; as the raiders were assured of their goods being transported fast as
opposed to the past. Julius Akeno (OI, 23.09.2023), a member of the Pokot community
and a resident of Churo area notes that their cattle reduced in number with the opening of
the Marigat - Churo road. He attributes this to the fact that the raiders would come with
the raided cattle from the Tugen and Il Chamus and sell them to the business people in
Tangulbei. According to the Assistant Commissioner of Tangulbei, Boniface Kasusi (Ol.,
20.08.2023) and Akeno (Ol., 23.09.2023), they were also victims of their own sons from

their home area.

The threat was not only limited to the Pokot, especially with the opening up of roads in
the 1970s. Linah Kipsigirio (Ol., 12.09.2023) who is a resident of Kinyach area in
Baringo Lowland, observes that, the road between Oinobmoi to Kolowa was constructed
in 1979 and it came with numerous challenges too. There was an upsurge of cattle raids
in the lowland as Barwessa, Kinyach and Kolowa markets were opened up. Business
people increased their demand for cattle and more raids were witnessed in areas where
the local inhabitants in the past considered safe for their livestock. The herders lived in
fear of attacks as opposed to the past; and raiders were guaranteed of ready market for
their stolen livestock. It is also observed that the Oinobmoi-Kinyach road had lessened
the distance which traders took to get the livestock deep in Pokot land and thus preferred

using this route mostly.
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Moreover, Simion Yego, the assistant chief of Maregut sub-location (Ol., 12.09.2023)
avers that the cattle raids that happened in the border between Pokot and Tugen in
Kinyach area intensified after the road was made passable throughout the year. This road
linked the lowland to Eldoret where there was market for livestock and trucks would
easily use the road as there were few checkpoints in the valley. According to Jacob
Kaptum who is the Assistant Chief of Kuikui in Kerio Valley (Ol, 12.09.2023), the only
road blocks or police checkpoints he ever witnessed on the road were in Barwessa and
Salawa. These two were mounted temporarily when there were reported cases of cattle
loss in the interior but she claims that in almost all cases, the officers were bribed and

rarely did she hear of any animals confiscated on that road. Yego further stated that:

As | grew up in Kinyach, | saw the road from Oinobmoi to
Kolowa as a game changer in connecting the people of the
Lowland. Cattle would be raided in Kinyach my home area
in the evening, an intense fight between the herders and
raiders would ensue, and the cattle would be driven to the
interior of Pokot land mostly near Kolowa where the Tugen
warriors would not access and they were loaded into the
lorries of business people. The lorries made its
transportation faster as opposed to trekking and by the
following day, all the cattle would be in Chemalingot
driven to Nakuru. The security forces would be unable to
trace them for the victims.

According to FGD informants, it was observed that there are times when cattle are stolen
and transported on road and they are not nabbed by the officers manning those
roadblocks erected in the lowland. The security officers who carry patrols in the valley
and at times erect roadblocks to nab bandits in most cases have overstayed in the area.
They are believed to have interacted with the transporters and established an alliance with
them hence leaving the transporters even when they know they are transporting livestock

illegally. The county government revenue officers who are supposed to check on the
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validity of permits to transport cattle might be turning a blind eye on the transporters. The
security officers manning the roadblocks too according to the Assistant Chief of Akorian
sub-location, Moses Chebii (Ol., 13.09.2023), are susceptible to bribes. They are given a
small token and the cattle are transported without being confiscated. They also seem not
to care much if the permits are genuine or fake as some are witnessed by members of

FGD in Loruk to have used the permits more than once.

The government’s sole objective of opening and improving the road network in the
lowlands was to make it accessible to residents and business people. However, most
cattle raiders and bandits took the advantage of the situation and made it their territory to
carry out their raids. Another challenge is the vastness of the lowland. Since the 1970s,
the security forces have had difficulties trying to capture the stolen livestock and
returning them to the real owners as the roads are many and the transporters use different
routes. The feeder roads have been opened up too and the transporters are witty and bush-
wise as opposed to the new security officers always deployed to counter them. Some of
the main roads which connect Baringo Lowland to other parts are well established and
the bandits have constantly used them due to their improved status. They include:
Oinobmoi to Kolowa, Marigat to Kapedo through Chemalingot and Loruk, Marigat to
Churo through Tangulbei and all the way to Amaya and the one from Marigat to Laikipia
through Mochongoi and Kasiela. These main roads connect the Baringo Lowland to the
other counties and they have several feeder roads. These help the bandits in most cases
because they know the terrain well and use them in their pursuit to avoid the security

apparatus from catching up with them.
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4.3.3.2 Motorbikes and Small Boats in Lake Baringo

Leff (2009) observes that just like any other activity, cattle rustling adapts to new forms
of transport to meet the market for their products. As the environment changes, so do the
cattle rustlers. They try to adjust to the new dynamics in the transport sector. In his study
Leff (2009) noted that rugged, eroded environment of Baringo Lowland has rendered it
inaccessible. Therefore, new ways of transportation by the local inhabitants were
advanced after independence and significant change noted from the 1970s onward. The
Tugen and Il Chamus as well as Pokot communities have tried to make life better by
avoiding the tedious trekking as has been the norm. In the past, all livestock were
transported or driven on foot from where they were raided or even bought and this was
tedious as opposed to ferrying them on vehicles. The roads opened up in the past were
few and narrow and covered short distance but from the 1970s, significant improvements

were put in place around the Lowland (Kandagor, 2010).

Motorbikes have been introduced in the lowland as a new means of transport. These
motorcycles can move swiftly from one area to the other. They can access major parts of
the lowland despite the rugged terrain. It is observed that these bikes can ferry supplies to
almost all parts of the area; something which the other means of transport would not. In
the past, people depended on donkeys and human portage for such journeys and luggage
to be carried. Kiprop Koech (OIl., 11.09.2023) asserts that with only one thousand
(1,000/=) shillings worth of petrol fuel, one can traverse almost the entire Baringo
Lowland with ease. These motorbikes can access all terrains without any hindrance. It

also makes it difficult to differentiate between the bandits and genuine transporters in the
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lowland. He claims that one cannot distinguish a bandit from a normal traveler since the

motorbikes are so many and there is less regulation on who accesses where and why.

Koech further observes that the motorbikes are being used in spying mission. As a
reformed bandit, he affirms that the motorcycle is used in transporting spies who gather
intelligence on where livestock are and how guarded they are before they attack an area.
Robert Kakuko (Ol., 14.09.2023) concurs with Koech in that the motorbikes have made it
quite convenient for bandits to blend with the local riders without being suspected. He
also contends that it is easier to transport guns and ammunitions using the motorbikes
than in public transport vehicles and this has aided the bandits greatly. The guns and
ammunitions are easily tied on the motorbikes and concealed. One might think it’s a
normal luggage but once a target is locked, the bandits assemble the guns and attack. It is
also observed that since the security forces that have been deployed in the lowland use
vehicles and not motorbikes anytime attacks happen, the cyclists always outsmart them as
they can use the rough roads and foot paths easily unlike the security personnel who
depend on conventional roads. It is noted also that the cheap maintenance cost for the

motorbikes makes them cost effective for the bandits to use.

Lake Baringo which is a shared resource in the Lowland between the 1l Chamus, Pokot
and Tugen is also one of the factors in the center of transport dynamics. During the
colonial period, it is only the Il Chamus that fished in the Lake to supplement their diet
but from the 1970s onward, according to Parsalach Samson (Ol., 25.08.2023), the raiders
have begun using small boats to attack their neighbours and transport their ammunitions.
He avers that the Pokot Ngoroko have learned to use boats just like their Il Chamus

fishermen. They spy on the Tugen and Il Chamus herders while using the boats. John
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Lesaris (Ol., 20.09.2023) observes that the boats have become one of the main means of
transport for the raiders as opposed to the past. The raiders access their neighbours and
survey with ease how to attack and reap maximally without much delay from their
neighbouring communities. Oral interviews point out that the boat users are mainly spies.
The actual raid and transportation of the livestock is on foot or lorries around the lake.
The boats are not able to carry the cattle as they are small boats known as Kaldich by the
Il Chamus community. They are manned by one person or a maximum of two people
only. The boats are thus transforming the cattle raids as they are facilitating the warriors

in their planning missions.

4.3.4. Mobile Phones

From the FGDs held in Loruk and Kinyach area of the borders between Pokot and Tugen
communities, it was evident that there is a great role played by mobile phones in cattle
rustling and banditry activities in the area. In the past, before the onset of the mobile
phone, there were less cattle raids since the coordination part of the attackers was not
efficient or timely. Since the introduction of the mobile telephony in the lowland, the
bandits have been empowered and made more lethal in acquiring information and
disseminating real time communication amongst themselves. According to Julius Kiragu
(Ol., 12.08.2023), the County Police Commandant of Baringo, the mobile network
penetration into the interior of Baringo Lowlands has aided the bandits in executing their
activities. He observes that the incidents of solo raids are on the rise in the area as bandits
have a way of communicating faster with their informers and spies within the raided
communities; and successfully undertaking their raids in a well-coordinated manner since

they are in real time communication.
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Evans Stephen (Ol., 10.09.2023), points out that the mobile phone is the most convenient
form of technology that has come in handy for the cattle raiders. He indicates that one
charges the battery to full in some hours within the centers if they do not have electricity
or solar power themselves. The charging places are many in the lowland as many shops
offer the service and one pays ten (10/=) shillings only for the service. Stephen further
points out that with a full battery, the bandits can spend five (5) days in the bush
organizing raids without the phone running low. He also avers that in most cases, the
raiders also carry with them small solar powered gadgets which they use as emergency
chargers in the bush if the phone is about to be drained. It is also noted by Reuben
Lotongolo (Ol., 25.09.2023) who is the Assistant Chief of Loyamorok sub-location, the
herders normally do not depend on electricity to charge their phones. Since they spend a
lot of time in the pastureland where electricity connectivity is still low, they depend on
the small solar powered gadgets for charging. The handy gadgets for the herders in some
cases are utilized by bandits and they end up planning and executing their raids without

losing connectivity because of the solar powered chargers.

According to IRIN (2014), planning, organizing, attempting, aiding, stealing or abetting
stealing of cattle has to be done in a discreet manner for one to be successful. For a bandit
to acquire a sizeable number of cattle there must be a sure plan and proper execution. It is
noted that the raiders use phones to alert their counterparts of available cattle, where to
avoid to evade security officers and also areas with hostile neighbours once they have
raided. The phones aid in secretly passing information and in a quicker way. Kandagor
(2010) posits that whenever there was a cattle raid, the local inhabitants would sound an

alarm and the attackers would be apprehended and some caught unawares but with
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mobile phones it is easier for the attackers to coordinate and monitor the community
alarmists than in the past. The phones have also assisted the local populations in
apprehending the raiders in some instances. According to Linah Kipsigirio (Ol.,
12.09.2023), in 2002, some Pokot raiders attacked Barwessa area in Baringo North. They
made away with close to two hundred (200) goats. As they fled away with the goats from
the grazing fields, the herders alerted their neighbours in Atiar about the raid and they
ambushed the raiders as they retreated to Tiaty. That day, no one raised the usual alarm
but they just placed mobile calls and the whole herd was recovered. Three (3) raiders
were Killed and the raiders have avoided that area since that day. This points out to the
other side of mobile technology that can go against the bandits and help the local people

avert such raids arising from the changing dynamics employed by the bandits.

Moses Kwonyike (Ol., 20.09.2023) also observes that the mobile telephony is also a very
reliable means of communication amongst the bandits. They can plan and execute a raid
even if they are far from the herders’ grazing fields. The planners of the raids can be
away but plan using phones and send the young warriors to raid and guide them on safe
passage to deliver the cattle to the interior where it is safe. The planners can be based in
Nakuru town or Nairobi and after getting a good market; make phone calls to the warriors
and guide them on how to acquire the cattle from their neighbours and organize how to

be picked with ease.

Moreover, Samson Krop (Ol., 23.08.2023) agrees with Kwonyike. He claims in most
cases, the planners and executioners of the raids are different. To him, since he is the
Ward Administrator of Tirioko Ward in Pokot area, the planners rely on mobile phones

most of the times to plan and send warriors (Ngoroko) to raid their neighbours. He further
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contends that the planners do not come to the field themselves but rather only coordinate
the movements of the warriors. In case they are arrested, they pay their police bonds and
get their money back when the warriors undertake the next round of raids as the assistant
chief Samson Aperit of Loruk sub-location (Ol., 10.08.2023) asserted at Loruk. It was
also established from the FGDs that the market for the raided cattle is sought using
phones too in most cases. Calls are placed and stolen cattle loaded on trucks then upon
receiving them in Nakuru or Nairobi, the money is sent to the warriors in the local area.
There might be some middlemen who act between the warriors and the buyers and they
are utilized as agents of cash transfer to the warriors. In cases where middlemen are
active, once the payment is received, they plan for the next raid since business is
successful as both parties have benefited except for the raided community that are left

counting their losses.

It is thus noted that with the onset of mobile telephony, there have been many cases of
cattle raids and banditry among the pastoralist communities in the Baringo Lowland.
Many development activities in the lowland have been hampered by the raids; and local
inhabitants have lost much as many facilities have been rendered unused because of the
insecurity in those areas. The phones have eased communication but in some way, they
have also escalated insecurity in the lowland. This has hampered development in the area.
It was also established that some parts of the Lowland have good network coverage so
the attackers or raiders are informed in advance of an impending security operation and
arrests; hence prepare for counter attacks in good time. Some even change the routes they
would have used hence getting the security apparatus unawares. In a nutshell, the

penetration of mobile technology in the countryside has seen a resurgence in banditry
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attacks in the Baringo Lowland with most of the cases being successful because of the

proper coordination through the use of mobile phones.

4.3.5. Protection of Perpetrators by Politicians

The population of the herders in the Baringo Lowland has been on the rise since the time
they settled in the area. The period after independence has seen the numbers increase
drastically, (Kaimba et al., 2011). The lowland which had resources in abundance during
the initial settlement witnessed diminishing of resources as the population grew.
Kipng’ok (2016) notes that the rising population put stress on the land which became a
recipe for inter-ethnic tensions and violence as manifested in Amaya area of Baringo
Lowland located between the Pokot and Tugen herders. These fights for resources
escalated from the 1970s onwards as the leaders in the area encouraged their herders to

fight for their livestock to survive.

In the guise of standing with their communities to have sufficient pasture and water, the
leaders have been inciting their people to fight their neighbours. In 1979, immediately
after the Moroto heist in-Uganda as earlier indicated, many politicians among the Pokot
encouraged their warriors to protect the community against any external attacks with
proper precision now that they were well armed (John Kamau, Daily Nation, 22.01.2023,
p.25). This was a clear indication of the correlation between politicians and the constant
attacks witnessed among the pastoral communities. The politicians made statements that
encouraged the youthful warriors to attack their neighbours knowing very well that they

were well protected from any government intervention.
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Kamau further asserts that some of the raids on the Lowland are fueled by these
politicians and businessmen who buy the stolen cattle cheaply from the raiders, which
they sell in Nakuru, Eldoret and Nairobi. To the writer, it is a toxic mix of culture,
politics and business that drive the cattle raids and banditry in the Baringo Lowland.
Given that the area is vast, and the government has few security personnel which is
unable to man the area, politicians take advantage of the situation and encourage their
youth to raid as they offer them the much needed protection. Godfrey Chepyegon (Ol.,
14.09.2023), a resident of Kinyach in Tugen and a businessman who buys and sells cattle
concurs with Kamau that politicians promise to offer protection if the warriors are
arrested or detained by the security personnel. He claims that there are times that the
Pokot warriors can hit hard in broad daylight on the Tugen herders without any fear as
they know they have been assured of protection. In such instances, he avers that the
livestock are stolen, driven to Pokotland and loaded on lorries then the politicians and the
warriors are paid instantly by the businessmen. To an extent, it is no longer a raid for
replenishing animal stocks or paying dowry according to the informant but has turned to
a commercial venture. This commercialization has great returns and the middlemen in the
trade are the politicians who offer security to the herders who in turn act with great

impunity against their neighbours.

Odhiambo (2016) notes that among the Il Chamus community, the politicians encourage
the youthful Olmoran to protect their grazing lands from the Pokot during the dry season.
The politicians assure the youth that in case of any arrests by the police or ASTU they
would be there to ensure instant release without any charges preferred against them.

According to Partenew Ezekiel (Ol., 12.09.2023), a large number of youth were rounded

156



up by police for attacking Pokot herders in 1996 but the 1l Chamus councilors paid for
their police fines and legal fees until they were released by Kabarnet Law Courts after
three (3) years. They were set free after the complainants failed to appear before court
numerous times hence rendering the case invalid. This incident is also replicated among
the Pokot and Tugen in that any time the youth are arrested, the local Members of
Parliament (MPs) or MCAs bail them out and follow up with the case until they are
securely released from custody. Kipkorir (2009) asserts that whenever an attack happens
among the Marakwet and Tugen communities, the first people to speak on their behalf
are the politicians. They carry all the praise and blame of the attacks as they gain political

mileage whenever they speak; and to them, they are speaking for the community.

It is further noted that the raids among these communities of the valley usually increase
during and after elections; as well as during the coming-of-age of warriors who have been
traditionally circumcised (Kimaiyo, 2016). The explanation for this is that before
elections, politicians traverse the area making promises and are very much available to
the people. In case anyone is arrested, they are quick to bail them out and local people
take advantage of the situation to raid their neighbours. They attack their neighbours
assured that they will be bailed out without any delay as the aspirants are around and
seeking votes from them. Esther Chepkong’a (OI., 12.09.2023) also observes that the
reason for the raids during this period is that they are being sent by the politicians as they
look for campaign resources. Politicians according to her buy the cows from the raiders at
a cheap price then sell them to some businessmen at a profit which they in turn use in
their campaigns. Election campaigns in Kenya are tedious and expensive. Therefore, the

money needed is not a small sum. This explanation by the interviewee makes sense as the
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politicians seem to source for funds to cover the vast terrain campaigning for the elusive

seats they contest for.

Similarly, Mwangi (2006) affirms that there are politicians as well as business people
who sustain these raids for commercial purposes in the North Rift Region of Kenya.
Baringo Lowland falls under this region. They do so by supplying the youth with illegal
weapons for use in attacking their neighbours. KHRC (2010) indicates in its report that
there are powerful politicians who hire the youth and make them use excessive force to
carry out raiding to supply meat to the urban population. The main incentive for the youth
is a stipend and constant supply of ammunitions to use in the raids. This trend of constant
supply of weapons has been in place since the 1970s; and the local inhabitants have been
duped into believing they are benefiting well yet the main beneficiaries are the business
people and the politicians. The people have their land declared a “No Go Zone” since the
area is constantly attacked yet the politicians reap large. It is observed even from the
FGDs that retaliatory attacks are widespread among the pastoral communities mainly
during the electioneering periods as the government is reluctant to respond to raids for
fear of losing support from the aggressors. They want to appease both sides so as to keep
votes but end up losing the fight against banditry. The attacked communities resort to

take matters into their own hands and the fights continue well into the next government.

4.3.6. Declining Elders’ Authority

The age set system among the three communities that occupied the Lowland is cyclic in
nature and one age set gives way to the other after some years. The age set in leadership

offers guidance and direction on community issues after consulting their elder age set
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(Chesikaw, 2019). He further observes that in the 1970s, the Nyongi age set was guiding
the Chumo who were in power then among the Tugen community. It was from then that
the grip of the elders was seen to be dwindling as Chesikaw notes. In the Tugen and
Pokot communities, there are eight (8) age sets namely: Maina, Nyongi, Chumo, Sawe,
Korongoro, Kipkoimet, Kaplelaach and Kipnyigeu. They are cyclic in nature but among
the Tugen, the Maina age set is no longer used because they were viewed as disastrous
after they were struck by the Keiyo during initiation (Kipkorir, 2009). It is a common
scenario in the Baringo Lowland to get elders raising an issue and comparing it with what
happened in the past and how the people of that time solved the issue then. From there,
the elders now compare the two issues and offer a solution to the contemporary issue

having the initial one as a baseline (Kiptui, 2021).

In the past, there were very few cases of the youth going against advice of the elders
although in the initial settlement of the Lowland by the youthful Tugen, there were
numerous cases of lawlessness as earlier indicated (Kandagor, 2010). By the 1970s, the
youth who initially settled in the lowland were now elders themselves in the land. The
authority of the elders declined and cases of disobedience were on the upsurge. Chumar
Simeon (Ol., 20.08.2023) observes that this was because the elders were mainly those
youth of the settling time. They seem to have been repaid by the youth of the time for
what they did themselves in the past; disobedience. To Chumar, it seems it was payback
time for the elders. However, the observation made by the researcher is that technology
had advanced in the 1970s as compared to 1900 and thus came with its challenges of
trying to experiment with monetization of the economy that was taking place among

other issues. This made the youth to revolt against the elders.
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Lepirito Joel (Ol., 07.08.2023) who is the Chief of Salabani argues that in the past before
the 1970s, the elders had the last word in the community. He asserts that before the
government authorities were alerted of any misdeed, the elders sorted out the problems.
He, however, notes that from the 1970s onwards, the elders became unreliable in sorting
out issues. Most cases are nowadays forwarded to the police even before the elders try to
solve them. Samuel Kipchilat (Ol., 10.08.2023) who is the Chief of Loruk corroborates
this by pointing out that many are the times when the people refuse to involve the elders
in their dispute resolution mechanisms. Most people feel that the elders are no longer
after providing justice but just take sides. The chief points out that in cases of cattle theft,
the police are better placed to solve issues than the elders. To him, the police since the
1970s took over the main roles of elders as they seem to have abdicated their roles. The
elders seem to have been compromised rather than being the defenders of justice among

the local population.

The FGD conducted in Kinyach observed that in the past, cattle raids were carried out
and immediately the warriors were cleansed by the elders. If they were successful, the
warriors were integrated back to the community and if they failed in the raids, they were
blessed and guided on how to undertake another raid. The elders blessed the youth and
did not demand any payment. In the 1970s onward, the FGD members pointed out that
the elders began demanding for payment after successful raids. They would be given a
part of the raided cattle. This changed the perception of the raiders who now began
undertaking solo raids. According to Kimaiyo (2016), cases of solo raiders who attacked
their neighbours for commercial interest increased. The youth disregarded the elders and

viewed them as profit makers. They began to raid without blessings of the elders. It is
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from the 1970s that the youth were evidently armed in the lowland and raided without the

assistance of the elders and were successful.

Cattle rustling and cattle raids were taken seriously by the government of Kenya when
the warriors changed tactic from the way they used to do in the past (Kipkorir, 2009).
When the warriors began to apply scorched earth policy and killed women as well as
children against the advice of elders in the Lowland, the government began to take
serious measures against them. Elders were no longer involved in the dispute resolution
as they had changed to be criminal in nature. Guns and bullets by the raiders were
countered by the same from the government since they realized the raiders had been
emboldened. They no longer listened to advice but were after commercial gain. Thus, the
elders’ role had begun to be demeaned and the Government of Kenya also began to

bypass the elders and face the perpetrators head on.

As such, the elders’ authority from the 1970s seems to have declined greatly. They began
to be ceremonial and their counsel was least sought. The generation of bandits after that
time seem to rely on their weapons more than the elders’ blessings; and this to a great
extent has increased the frequency of raids across the communities living in Baringo

Lowland.

4.4 The Impact of Banditry and Cattle Rustling in the Development of Baringo
County

The onset of settlement and establishment of livestock bomas in the Baringo Lowland by
the pastoral communities of Tugen and Pokot as they joined the Il Chamus who were at

the shores of Lake Baringo marked the significant development of the area (Anderson,
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2006). The bushy area witnessed a significant opening up for settlement as the youth
began putting up social amenities for development and growth in the locality and

transferred the knowledge they got from the upper lands (Kurget) where they came from.

Accordingly, the youthful Kipnyigew who settled in the lowland with their wives strove
to make the lowland habitable (Kandagor, 2010). Where there were watering holes for
their animals, they also dug small reservoirs for the daily human consumption. They
maintained some order in the lowland amongst themselves as the Tugen and went on to
live peacefully with their Pokot and Il Chamus neighbours. The Pokot and Tugen youth
were even reported to have put together some common amenities which they shared most
of the times. In a letter by the then District Agricultural Officer in charge of Baringo in
1930, he points out to the youth agreeing to share a water hole in Loruk area which is the
border area of the two communities and even rehabilitated the water hole for the use of

their livestock. He penned down that:

There is a Water Well in Loruk area which can serve
almost 2000 cows, goats and sheep per day. It was always
maintained by the Kamasia youth until last year (1929)
when they accepted to share with the Suk (Pokot). If funds
are allocated and it be fenced off, it can serve all the
livestock in the area around Loruk... (KNA/
DC/BAR/1/7/2).

This archival information indicates how the Tugen and Pokot youth were helping each
other in maintaining the status of their resources and sharing them in the border. It proves
that in the past before the intensification of banditry and cattle raids among the
communities that brought hostility among them, the herders could share the much sought
after commodity that is, water and maintain the source for the posterity of their livestock

regardless of their different ethnicities. As the years went by, these communities made

162



steps back as they clashed for the few diminishing resources and the well maintained
wells were abandoned and this clawed back the progress that had been witnessed in the
area in terms of sharing essential amenities; being maintained and safeguarded by both

communities

Admittedly, banditry has been on the upsurge in the lowland as earlier observed due to
several reasons already stated initially. What was considered as cattle rustling and raids;
due to demand and supply of livestock which were scarce after a drought or disease, has
transformed into serious banditry. The consequences of banditry are averse as compared
to cattle rustling. NGOs and the county government as well as the national government
agencies tasked with developing the lowland shy away from the area due to insecurity
brought about by banditry. The development issues discussed and agreed upon in
Kabarnet town (which is the county headquarters of Baringo lowland) cannot be
implemented or executed in the lowland due to lack of adequate security in the lowland.
However, there are projects that have been established in the lowland due to these issues
of insecurity to try and help mitigate the pains of the banditry attacks on the local

inhabitants.

Therefore, insecurity brought about by the banditry attacks is a double edged sword.
There are projects that have been hindered by the constant disruption of movement of
goods and services to and from the lowland; and since a majority of the pastoral lowlands
is not developed well as compared to the highland areas of the county, there are
deliberate efforts to develop the area. Efforts to try to make the area friendlier to humans
and dissuade the local inhabitants from their hostile nature and make them embrace their

neighbours are ongoing. These projects, according to several informants, would not have
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been implemented had there been relevant peace and preservation of past pastoral nature
in the lowland. Some of these measures includes: marketing of tourist attraction sites in
the lowland by the county government of Baringo, reconstruction of schools burnt by
bandits in the lowland, improvement of security roads to bitumen standards and titling of
lands in the lowland among other developments in the area as a measure against banditry

and cattle rustling.

4.4.1 Tourism

Tourism is one of the largest foreign exchange earner for Kenya since the colonial period.
Other sectors have tried to compete with the tourism but it still remains the mainstay for
Baringo County government as well as the National government. Leff (2009) contends
that wildlife is to several countries, what Eiffel Tower, the Riviera and the Egyptian
pyramids are to their host countries a world class unique attraction, photogenic, easily
romanticized into packaged tour. Baringo County prides itself of having several wildlife
in the lowland which attract tourists to come and see for themselves the wild animals in
their natural habitat (Kiptui, 2021). According to Kimengich Solomon (Ol., 12.09.2023),
the first white people he saw were tourists who had come to Lake Baringo and he was so
excited to see them taking pictures in the shores of the lake. He observes that he managed
to sell some of his traditional beads to the white couple who were friendly to him and
earned his first one hundred (100) shillings in 1978. He further avers that he was

informed that many tourists frequented the area during Easter and December holidays.

Both Lake Kamnarok National Reserve and Lake Bogoria National Park lies in the
Baringo Lowland. In the past, before cattle rustling and banditry became rampant, the

Lake Kamnarok Park was a very popular destination for tourists. It was well maintained
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by the Kenya Wildlife Services and many wildlife were found in the area. Benjamin
Sergon (Ol., 14.09.2023) observed that the rampant cases of banditry in the lowland led
to a very negative perception of Baringo County, both locally and internationally. This
has made the Reserve lose its past glory. Tourists prefer other destinations as they fear
coming to Kamnarok. Moreover, he claims that the local inhabitants have in turn
encroached on the reserve and resorted to planting crops inside the park. The traders who
used to benefit from the tourists visiting the park are left with no option than to change
trade. Apparently, the youth opt for banditry as a source of livelihood and the most
reliable source in the lowland. Those other remaining youth as reported by Magesha
Ngwiri (April 5, 2023, Daily Nation) apart from engaging in banditry and cattle raids
from their neighbours, the Pokot and Keiyo partake in wildlife poaching. They engage in
killing of elephants for sale of their tusks thus decimating the elephants which was major

tourist attraction.

The hotels and hospitality industry is one of the main sectors of the economy that has
borne the brunt of insecurity that comes with the upsurge in cattle rustling and banditry in
Baringo Lowland. The Department of tourism in Baringo County in the year 2015
established several marketing strategies for the tourist attraction sites (Baringo CIDP,
2017). They rebranded the posters and sign boards on roads that showcase the various
destinations in the county and to a large extent the lowland. It was a move geared towards
selling the various tourist attraction sites in the area. The hotels and hospitality facilities
within the lowland had a prominence in the boards placed in strategic points as one enters
or departs the county. The well mapped and advertised destinations were aimed at

attracting international and local tourists. However, the media has painted Baringo as
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insecure prone area, especially the lowland. Thus, the strategy has not earned much

needed tourist funds.

According to Hellen Cheptoo (Ol., 20.09.2023), the tourism sector in Baringo County
and specifically the lowland would be booming had it not been for the constant cattle
rustling incidences. This is supported by a report on dwindling numbers of tourists
visiting Lake Bogoria’s Spa Resort and Lake Baringo’s Soi Safari Lodge whenever a
banditry incident is reported. The incidences might be far from the hotels but the reports
do not give the right presentation of the locations. The foreign tourists who would have
come to Baringo lowland in large numbers as in the past change their destinations as they
fear for their lives and security. According to the Department of tourism in Baringo
county, in 2010 to 2012, there were reported 300,000 tourists to the Lake Bogoria
Reserve and in 2013 the number dropped to 105,000 and in 2014 the number increased
to 180,000 but following incidences of insecurity and bad reporting, the years 2015 to
2018 had only 140,000 tourists visiting the park. This was a great decrease which would
have been avoided given the upward trajectory the numbers had taken before the rampant

raiding reports.

It was also observed in the FGDs that the domestic tourists that would have acted as an
alternative to the foreign visitors also shy away from the lowland due to the negative
media reports that emanate from the valley. There was an incident that happened in
Kapindasum concerning the attack of a GSU camp by bandits and it was reported in the
Standard Newspaper. The reporter indicated that the attacked area was near Lake
Bogoria yet the area is far from the lake. This made some potential tourists to shun the

area and divert to Rimoi in Elgeiyo Marakwet county (Ruto, S. 2023, February 19, The
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Standard). NCIC (2021) for example elaborates on the media sensationalism and cites
examples of negative headlines such as: British Broadcasting Corporation documentary
titled “Valley of Death”; Citizen Television’s “Bandit Economy” and “Living by the Gun”
as well as Nation Television’s “Rustlers Paradise”. These among other well publicized
and sensational headlines and stories obscure the positive side of the lowland. It paints a

grim picture of a hopeless situation in the lowland; a state of despair.

The research established that the hotels at the shores of Lake Baringo suffer so much
since the lake is one of the landmark borders of the three communities. Oral informants
observe that immediately a raid is reported, the very often few tourists visiting tend to
rush out of the area and the hotels incur great losses because they have to refund the
tourists for the days they would have spent in the hotel. The Lake Bogoria Spa Resort
manager Lydia Dentewo observed that, in the year 2010, there were 100 cancellations of
bookings to the resort due to insecurity alerts in the border between Pokot and Tugen.
This was one of the highest numbers and in 2018 she observes that 150 reservations were
also cancelled but compensated by the domestic tourists who did not board and lodge in

the resort but spent the Christmas holiday of 23 and 24 in the resort during the day.

Catley (2003) attributes the development of an area to its security status. He argues that
the availability of security and its guaranteed maintenance is one determining factor
towards the development of an area. He further observes that most investors gauge the
level of investments they will pour in an area based on the security level and guarantee.
According to the researcher, it is quite evident that most of the hospitality and hotel
investors shied away from investing in the Baringo Lowland after independence because

of the constant and rather frequent raids witnessed in the area from the 1970s onwards.
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Most of the investors are not willing to invest in the area and lose their property to the

bandits.

It is worth noting that the interior of Tiaty Sub-county is blessed with many tourist
attraction sites (Okoboi, 2016). To a great extent, the sites are more than the ones in
Baringo North and South Sub-counties combined. These sites are many and include;
Tiaty Hills, Paka Hills, Silale Hills and caves, Silale Geothermal springs, Kapedo springs
and waterfall as well as some caves at the Turkana-Pokot border. These sites are so
beautiful and attractive. However, due to the fear of cattle raiders and bandits attacking,
tourists shy away from visiting these beautiful sites. The few instances that the local
inhabitants have visited the sites are usually followed by banditry attacks or even scares
while the visitors are still on site. It is even sad that, for one to visit these sites, they must
be accompanied by heavily armed police escorts from Chemalingot or Nginyang” Towns
which makes it costlier to the tourists thus making it less attractive to visitors. According
to Moses Akeno (Ol., 23.09.2023), it seems that these bandits fear the opening up of the
interior of Pokotland to outsiders. They seem to think that the exposure of the sites will
make them lose their grazing land to foreign investors. The area member of parliament,
William Kamket has hosted several professionals from the sub-county in Chemalingot to
discuss the various ways of opening up the many tourist sites in the area to the entire
country (Kamau. J. 2023, January 22, Daily Nation). This seems not to work well since
local tourists fear for their security due to the many incidences of banditry reported at the
border of the Tugen and Pokot communities. The local tourists still find it hard to be

convinced that the interior of Pokotland where these sites fall are peaceful.
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Moses Akeno adds that the county government of Baringo has issued loans to women and
youth groups in the lowland; especially in places like Chemalingot, Loruk, Churo and
Kolowa centers with the objective of stocking their market stalls and shades with cultural
artifacts so as to sell them to local and international tourists. This will help to reduce the
dependence on cattle raids and dissuade those who still encourage banditry activities.
These stalls will also help in advancing tourism and in the near future act as an excellent
marketing strategy for the local communities to attract more revenue to the county and
national government. Mwangi (2006) noted that the moment a government entity, either
be it the National government or County government comes in to sponsor a community in
an initiative to drive away poverty or encourage economic growth in an area, the local
populations embrace it and feel part and parcel of the government. They feel like their
problems are being addressed however little the help is and the impact will be felt after
some years. So, to Baringo Lowland, the loans and grants to the local inhabitants will

have a great impact after sometime if peace is sustained.

The negative publicity exposed in both print and broadcast media about the lowland
makes it worse for the sector. It worsens a situation which had deteriorated instead of
curing the problem. The print media as well as broadcast media keep on focusing on the
bandit attacks instead of the effects of the attacks and reporting the actual places where
these attacks take place hence clarifying that the tourist attraction sites are in the parts
that are accessible and peaceful. According to Catholic Priest Father Dolan in (Dolan,
2023, February 18, Saturday Nation), the area affected by banditry in Baringo is a small
stretch in the border between the communities but a very large portion of Baringo which

needs to be demarcated fully and titled is peaceful and ought to be utilized for tourism.
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There needs to be a positive reporting on the good parts of Baringo as compared to the

very small portion that is disturbed as Dolan observes.

4.4.2. Schools

Fanon (1961) posits that Africans in general were introduced to formal education by
colonialists but in a crude way. He contends that the colonialists distorted and destroyed
the future of the colonised Africans. Fanon writes about the way Africans were initially
taken through the western formal education and the blatant disregard of the informal
teaching methods that were a norm in most of the African communities. To the
colonialists, Africans were meant to be taught to be good assistants of the white masters

and not leaders or to partake in any white collar jobs.

Immediately after establishing a school in Kabartonjo where they had a missionary
church, the missionaries embarked on establishing schools in the lowland. The schools
were established in the lowlands” border by the white missionaries as they settled among
the communities of the lowland. These missionaries built churches which acted as both
hospitals and schools for the local populations. According to Sarah Kiptala (2018), the
Muslims who were the White man’s workers such as cooks, watchmen and other guards
had settled in Kabarnet as early as 1912 but did not spread education to the lowland as
the missionaries did. She further avers that, the missionaries taught the local people how
to read the bible so that whenever the priests were not around or in case of a new church,
one of the new local converts would lead the service and read the sermon to the others
with ease. The first church and school to be introduced in Baringo which was the main
station which also served as the mother church to all the others in the lowland was

Kabartonjo Africa Inland Church. She further elaborates that this is the reason the old
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men used to call the town “Kap Missien” to mean “Mission station”. This is further
elaborated by Chesaina (1994) who confirms that, these missionaries stationed in
Kabartonjo highland were in charge of all Baringo and would travel to the lowland to
supervise the spread of education and Christianity assisted by some few elderly African

men who had been converted to Christianity.

Sarah Kiptala (2018) asserts more that, the colonial administration had a dire need for
clerks and messengers to help in the new order they introduced with the onset of
colonialism. They used prisoners of World War 11 of Italian origins who established
brick buildings including Boarding Intermediate schools at Kabarnet Township which
was referred to as Government African School (GAS 1). This was established in 1943 by
the colonial administration although the writers add that in the first decade of colonialism
the administration was not keen on education of Africans. The education in Kenya at the
time remained the prerogative of the mission society and the government offered no
feasible alternative. The following year 1944 the Mill Hill missionary father known as
Father Jan Kemper started Kituro mission station and primary school and it was the first
institution by Catholics in Baringo. In 1944 too, the missionaries established Kabartonjo
mission station and primary school. These facilities were established in the highlands as

opposed to the hostile lowland.

African Inland Mission (AIM) was the first Christian institution to establish a school in
the lowland in the border between Pokot and Tugen (Anderson, 2009). This school was
put up at the shores of Lake Baringo in Kampi Samaki. Kampi ya Samaki primary school
which was established in 1952 by the missionaries is the first institution of learning in the

lowland. It attracted pupils to the school but the level of education offered was still not up
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to the status of a school. According to Rose Chemjor (Ol., 13.09.2023), the school was
established in an open area and with only one teacher to teach all the pupils. Some were
very young while others were adult men who had even married. There was no order in
the school. Most times, parents would come to pick their sons and beat them mercilessly
for leaving the livestock unattended to attend the Whiteman’s school. It was indeed a
clash of ideas and cultures in the lowland between what was more important between the
schooling and livestock herding. It took some years before the colonialists were able to
convince the local inhabitants that schooling was an investment with infinite
opportunities as Ng’orokwiang Lorimo (OI., 23.09.2023) observes. He further confirms
that very few Chumo and Sawe age set members attended school if there are any among
the Tugen and Pokot communities as they were busy herding and tending to their
livestock. He claims that. the sweet dance and singing in the fields was more attractive to
the two age sets as opposed to schooling. It is further noted from Kiptui (2021) that the
two age sets were the last group among the Kalenjin to have men who plaited their hair
and poured Ngarie (Red ogre) which was a beauty enhancer during the dances and would
attract brides to the most handsome man. It is from Korongoro and Kipkoimet that the

community of Pokot and Tugen took advantage of the western formal education.

Admittedly, the schools that were established first were those in the interior of Pokot and
Tugen lowlands as opposed to the ones at the border. The ones at the border lacked
support and would close within days of opening for lack of pupils. There was relative
calm and peaceful coexistence in the interior that supported education than in the border
area where the communities lived in constant suspicion amongst themselves. According

to the County Commissioner, Sang’alo Kutwa (OI., 20.09.2023), there are many schools
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in the interior of Pokotland as opposed to the border area. However, there are only five
(5) primary schools (Riong’o, Nakoko, Cheptunoyo, Natan and Akwichatis) and one (1)
secondary school (Silale) which was established in 2020 in the vast area of Silale Ward
and this makes it the ward with the least number of schools in the county. The availability
of many schools in the interior of Pokot land proves that the elders trusted the interior as
it was more secure and guaranteed higher enrolment of learners than the border. In most
cases, the schools were put up by the inhabitants of the area themselves through
harambee. The area chiefs would organize for a “Kipagenge” translated to mean “coming
together” and the community members would heed the call of the chief and village elders
and set a day to come together as one and build the schools. The exercise was voluntary
and food or alcohol would be provided at the end as an incentive to entice more

participation next time. There was no monetary gain to the participants.

The Tugen and the Il Chamus embraced the introduction of education according to the
FGDs conducted as compared to their Pokot compatriots. The researcher, in a
comparative analysis, notes that three quarters of the institutions are in Tugen and Il
Chamus occupied lands. The whole of Tiaty Constituency has fifty-six (56) primary
schools with only fifteen (15) located at the border, Baringo North Constituency has
ninety-eight (98) and out of these forty (40) are at the border and Baringo South has a
total of eighty-five (85) and twenty (20) are located at the border (Baringo CIDP, 2013-
2017). Lengiya Kirimanticho (Ol., 20.09.2023) observes that there are many schools that
were established by the local inhabitants and it took some years before the government
accepted to register them as government sponsored schools in the lowland. He notes that

this exercise is tedious and requires persuasion and patience. He claims that the pastoral
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communities employed teachers by themselves for some time and most of the teachers
would even be volunteers most of the time without any pay. He observes that it was only
after 2005 when the National Government Constituency Development Fund (CDF) came
in and assisted in building good schools for them. Permanent structures were few and

enrolment levels were still low.

However, it is noted despite the several efforts put in place by the local people, NGOs
and the government to ensure that schools are operational, and enrolment is enhanced,
there are times when cattle rustling and raids occur and disturb the ambience in the area.
These raids are a setback to the efforts put on the schooling projects. The children are
disturbed and hence, learning is disrupted. In 1996, the Daily Nation editorial piece of

October 19, 1996 had this to argue about schooling:

... School children in this part of the country will not go
through the syllabi in time and yet they have to compete
with their counterparts elsewhere. How about the sick?
They will continue to suffer. We are confident that it is not
only us that feel that security in Kenya must be paramount
and that the government must invest a lot more in it.

This editorial piece was in reaction to the constant disruption of schools’ educational
calendar by bandits in the lowland. It is worth noting that the attacks in the area have
continued and the students and pupils in the schools in the lowland still bear the brunt of

being displaced and evicted from their learning facilities up and until 2020.

According to National Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC) and Interpeace
(2021), it is also observed that Kenya’s education system does not give consideration to
the nomadic lifestyle, which is typical of the Lowland. Communities tend to pull their

children out of school whenever they move in search of water and pasture, hoping to find
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other schools where they will settle. Even if other schools are located in their new
settlement area- which are rare- the time spent walking to new destinations as well as the
differences in syllabus coverage between schools affect the children. Many nomadic
school children end up dropping out of school altogether and coupled up with the

constant raids and banditry, the illiteracy levels in the area go up so much.

The County Commissioner, Sang’alo Kutwa (OI., 20.09.2023) claims that there are many
teachers in areas along the border who decline to take postings to the area because their
safety is not assured. Teachers Service Commission posts them to the schools along the
border but some of them decline to report to these areas as they fear for their lives. They
prefer to teach in more secure areas. He further avers that some report to these schools
then request to be transferred immediately from the area on security grounds. He claims
that there are plans to employ most of the teachers in the area from the locality so as to
avoid the mass transfers. However, according to the FGD carried out in Kinyach, it was
observed that the teachers from the locality are the main target of the many solo raids. It
seems like the raiders are able to locate and target them for elimination as they are
viewed as the ones that enlighten the community against cattle raids. Cattle rustling and
banditry in the lowland has in a great way led to the closure of schools like Mukutani
primary, Atiar, Ayatya, Kagir and Arabal as well as Kapindasum. Others are constantly
disrupted and made to close school early or prematurely. These schools are at the border
and most often, they are either closed or the herders use them as a safe haven especially
during the dry seasons. In 2019, the schools along Arabal lowland were turned into

operation rooms by the Pokot assailants before the ASTU and RDU police units managed
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to drive them away according to the area MCA Kipruto Kimosop (Ol., 29.08.2023) and

reported by Biketi Kikechi (Kikechi, B. 2023, February 19, The Standard Newspaper).

4.4.3 Displacement of Communities

Boone (2013) asserts that displacement of communities en masse happens when there
are active cattle raids and banditry. The area is disturbed and the inhabitants bear the
brunt of the cattle raids and this forces them to hurriedly move away from the conflict
area. According to the oral informants in the FGDs, there are deliberate attempts by some
of the Pokot herder to displace people from their homes. The herders are claimed to be
after acquiring more pastureland for their livestock during the periods of drought and
famine. According to National Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC) and
Interpeace (2021), the issue of displacement and conflicts within Baringo lowland might

have begun long even in the 1950s as it is recorded that:

Kolowa Massacre. Colonial forces killed 1,000 Pokot
members of Dini ya Roho Mafuta Pole Africa, an
indigenous Christian church in Kolowa. The authorities
described the denomination as dangerous “sect” due to its
proactive pro-independence stance.

The religious outfit was introduced by Elijah Masinde and the Pokot people embraced the
doctrines en masse. This made the government worried as it was spreading so fast in the
lowland and they confronted them in Kolowa area. Although it was a fight against the
sect, the local people viewed this as an attack on their area by the colonial soldiers and
many people were displaced from the area during that fight. They evidently came to the
border between the Pokot and Tugen and settled there and this led to conflicts between
the two communities as they fought for resources which were getting depleted due to the

increased numbers. This affray led to the colonial government forming a commission of
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inquiry into the Kolowa affray on 8" May, 1950. The mandate of the commission was: to
inquire into and report upon- the affray which took place at Kolowa in the Baringo
District on 24" April, 1950 and its origin, cause and development and the steps taken to
deal with the situation immediately prior to the affray and arising out of it. This
commission worked and came with several conditions and this led to suspicion of

government security intentions.

It is noted that in the lowland, the Pokot community are the ones who tend to displace
their neighbours as Isaiah Biwott (Ol., 20.09.2023) claimed. During the dry seasons, the
Pokot armed with guns and with their large livestock numbers attack their neighbours for
water and pasture. The Pokot have displaced the Il Chamus community from Rugus and
Mukutani areas more than once. In 2005 according to NCIC (2021), there were ethnic
conflicts between the Pokot and Il Chamus over cattle rustling and boundary disputes in
Mukutani area which led to displacement of the Il Chamus people. In 2014, it is also
recorded by NCIC (2021) that two (2) people were killed at Sirata in the cattle rustling
hotspot of Mukutani area following a violent clash between the Pokot and Tugen
warriors. These killings sparked off tension in the area with thousands of residents fleeing
their homes. There was also another incident in 2018 as observed by Lesari John (Ol.,

20.09.2023) who stated that:

On the evening of 20" October 2018, as we were preparing
to go to bed, there were loud gun shots near our homes. As
warriors (youth) tasked with protecting the area, we rushed
to check what was going on. We were met with unmatched
gun fire and we retreated back. They burned all our houses
and continued chasing us away from our home area till the
last person, a 90-year-old grandmother left the area at 0900
hours the following day. The Pokot are heartless people.
They want more land from us who have a very small
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portion remaining. They are more armed than us and the
police fear countering them. The Pokot warriors know their
way around the terrain as opposed to the deployed police
officers whom most of them are new to the locality.

This was the account of one of the displaced people from Mukutani area of the lowland.
It paints the grim picture of desolation among the local population of the lowland that is

caused by the constant raids and conflict in the area.

The raids in the area are instant and many people who try to resist the raid are killed most
of the times (Mkutu, 2008). The constant supply of bullets to the raiders gives them the
confidence to spare no chance in using them. According to the FGD in Mukutani, the
attacks in the lowland are no longer the normal cattle raids but have transformed to
banditry. They claim that in places like Arabal and Loruk, the Pokot warriors come with
large herds of cattle to graze in the lowland. They shoot to kill anyone who is seen
crossing the pastureland and do not even aim at warning or maiming them as was the case
in the past. This is a new phenomenon according to Jesang Lorus (Ol., 20.09.2023) who
affims that in the past the communities would share grazing land and passersby were not
touched. “Oroop too” translated to mean “the route of visitors” was respected in the
Pokot and Tugen communities. Similarly, Kipkorir (2009) affirmed that it was believed
that a lone visitor was harmless and maybe a bearer of good news to one of their own kin.
This has changed overtime and the herders who have occupied the lowland shoot at

anyone without even bothering to interrogate their mission.

Eldume in Marigat area of the Baringo Lowland and the hills above Arabal as well as
Barbarchun have played host to Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) from the border of
Pokot and Tugen as well as Il Chamus. According to NCIC (2021), there were about 800

IDPs of Il Chamus community who set up camp at Mukutani area in 2017 and 2018 after
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spending time in Eldume camp where a bandit attack left eleven (11) internally displaced
people dead. The researcher observed that despite the government assurance to the local
population for their security in their homes previously in the lowland, the displaced local
people have declined to go back for fear of the herders coming back to displace them
from the pastureland once more. In 2018, there was an attempt by the Member of
parliament of Baringo South, Charles Kamuren and the Baringo South Sub-County
Commissioner with the guidance of the security teams in the area to take back the people
to their homes in Kapindasum, Arabal and Mukutani areas but the returnees were
attacked after a few days and they came back to the camps. The efforts by the
resettlement team were futile and disappointing to the government since a lot of resources

had been used in the exercise.

According to Julius Ololkimai (Ol., 23.09.2023) the Assistant Chief of Mukutani sub-
location, the people of his area have suffered so much in the hands of the Pokot herders.
These herders are not the common bandits or cattle rustlers. To him, they are after
expansion of their grazing land by displacing the local inhabitants of the area. He avers
that were they for replenishing their stocks, they would not come with their own cattle in
large numbers to the area. Furthermore, he contends that in instances where the people
were displaced, the four (4) schools: Kasiela, Ngalecha, Nosukuro and Rugus primary
schools in his sub-location were also closed. The herders converted them to shelters and
vandalized many of the properties in the school. He further claims that when they went
back after being forced to exit the schools, they found that the herders had destroyed most
of the property as they seem to have no regard for the school facilities at all. According to

reports by the then County Commissioner, Peter Okwanyo in 2015, six (6) primary
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schools had been completely closed while the rest were operating partially (Koross, K,
2015, February 28, The Standard, p.12). He further asserted that, Kapindasum,
Chemorongion and Arabal primary schools were closed that term due to insecurity.
Parents were forced to flee the area due to banditry attacks and the schools had indeed

been run down and converted into bomas by the bandits as earlier indicated.

As most families in the border spend time in the bushes trying to run away from the
raiders, other parts of the country are investing on development projects. The county
government of Baringo built several dispensaries in the lowland near the schools as a way
of trying to bring services closer to the local people but due to the constant raids which
result in displacement of communities, almost all the dispensaries have not been utilized
at all. Some oral informants point out that some of the dispensaries are used by the

bandits as their shelter instead of serving the purpose they were constructed for.

4.4.4.1. Destruction of Markets

During the colonial period, along the Baringo Lowlands, the local inhabitants engaged in
trading activities amongst the communities (Anderson, 2006). The Pokot were known to
have good quality livestock products like hides and skins from goats and cattle
respectively. They also exchanged their quality salt lick (Ng eny) with the Tugen in these
markets. During the FGD held in Loruk it was noted that there was a large auction in
Loruk which was held every two weeks on Thursdays. In the colonial times it was not
specifically held on the Thursday but based on the day the traders came in large numbers.
According to the participants, the Thursday specific day was put in place in the late 1970s
so as not to coincide with the other market days in Nginyang and Marigat. It was a

market where all the commodities that were scarce in the area were now availed to the
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others who had plenty of other products for exchange. Sipilina Kimooi (FGD, Loruk,
14.09.2023) who was a member of the Loruk FGD informed the group that since she
comes from the Mooi clan that had the best blacksmiths then, the Loruk market as she
grew up was one of the best places to meet her experienced clan members and interacted
with them. They came from as far as Maoi and Radat and brought alongside them many
iron implements to the market and sold them in exchange for other products that they

themselves lacked or some cash for the few traders who had money.

After independence, the local authority of Baringo still maintained those markets along
the lowland. They collected revenue in the markets and maintained the shades. Trade
continued but there were a few days that livestock trade would be hindered by the

activities of cattle raiders. According to archival information from 1961,

In the month of April 1961, Suk raiders attacked Kampi ya
Samaki area and Loruk area in Baringo Lowland during the
market day. They injured the auctioneer Ezekiel Kiplelmet
and some few men. All the cattle in the cattle shed were
stolen. The shades were extensively damaged. There is
need to provide tribal police men when having large market
days... (KNA/DO/ER/2/2/16).

This is the report recorded in the District Gazetteer report of 1961 to 1963. It indicates
that the cattle raiders began targeting local markets long before Kenya’s independence
and the vice has continued for some years. It is also corroborated by FGD members like
Parsalach Samson (Ol., 07.09.2023) a member of the Mukutani FGD who avers that,
there were instances when the traders were dispersed before the sale of their cattle and
goats so as to allow a follow up of cattle stolen the previous day by bandits. Sometimes,
the auctioneers feared selling cattle in the area as there could be some stolen from their

neighbours and thus did not want to engage in sale of proceeds of crime. He notes that he
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witnessed the closure of markets in 1975, 1980 and the years between 1984 to 1987 in the
entire area of Tiaty and the border markets of Kinyach, Loruk, Mukutani and Marigat.
According to the informant, the local inhabitants would also deny the buyers an

opportunity to trade until when their stolen livestock were brought back.

The many cases of raids reported was a hindrance to the operations of the local markets.
There was massive destruction of market stalls and clashes in Loruk and Mukutani area
during times of raids. The Pokot and the Tugen warriors would engage in intense fights
and there were instances when they destroyed the market stalls so as to loot products and
materials like iron sheets from the stalls. These are infrastructure put up by the county
government and it is a loss incurred by the state as well as traders who had goods in the

stalls and the market shelters.

The destruction is not only limited to the Pokot community. There are instances where
the Tugen youth retaliated on the Pokot as they tried to revenge the loss they had incurred
after raids. According to the FGD in Kinyach, it was reported that in Kapturo area in the
year 2005, the Pokot had raided the center some few days back and killed a woman trader
and took her cereals from the shop (NCIC, 2021). The following day, the Tugen warriors
armed themselves and retaliated against the Pokot in a very brutal manner. Benjamin
Sergon (Ol., 14.09.2023) confirms that the Tugen warriors revenged the death of their
mother by destroying the market section in Pokot area and killed five (5) Pokot Ngoroko
as well as driving away several herds of cattle. They caught them by surprise and
unprepared as they were used to the timid and meek Tugen warriors who would not
payback any raids. At the end of the ordeal, the market in Pokot area was burnt down to

ashes, massive losses were incurred and it took several years before the market was
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rebuilt and the county government of course lost a lot during the attack as it had to

rebuild some shades back later.

There are several incidences of destruction of markets in the lowland by the bandits as
they try to displace the local inhabitants from their homes. In 2012, according to NCIC
(2021), raiders attacked Mukutani center and destroyed the entire center. In the same
period, there was an incident in Kapindasum where a posho mill belonging to the area
assistant chief was burnt down and the market shade was also razed down during the raid.
According to Koech (2023, February 2, Saturday Nation) once the raiders attacked the
centers and took all the valuable stock they destroyed the others in a scorched earth

manner.

In 2018 and 2020, the residents of Kagir in the border according to the area MCA
Michael Chebon (Ol., 22.09.2023) witnessed their center being destroyed by bandits
from Pokot area. They are claimed to have destroyed the shops of more than ten (10)
people and took away all the goods that were inside. Two (2) of the shops were built of
blocks so they took away the iron sheets and burnt down all the other semi-permanent
structures. This was a massive loss given that the area is still largely underdeveloped and
with a small population. It will be arduous task to even persuade the local traders to come

back and still establish shops in the border without fearing for another attack.

4.4.4.2. Depreciation of Land Prices

Land is a scarce commodity and as the populations increase, the land prices appreciate at
a very alarming rate (Kipkorir, 2009). As people settle and the climate changes, people
tend to look for land to invest and settle peacefully. This is the case with the Baringo

Lowland too. The local inhabitants have had their lands demarcated so as to have the
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boundary between the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus clearly delineated or defined for them
to avoid the constant disputes over the boundary. Although there were efforts even during
the colonial period to have clearly marked and beaconed boundaries, there are still
disputes as to where the real boundaries lie especially in places like in Mukutani as was

elaborated by the chief.

The Pokot community lay claim on Mukutani area and wanted a chief installed in the
area, whereas the Tugen and Il Chamus as per the government records are the authentic
inhabitants of the area and the chief in charge is identified and recognized by the
government. During the FGD carried out in Mukutani, there were claims of Pokot calling
the area Makutano while the Tugen and Il Chamus since the 1900s have called the area
Mukutani. All government communication and records according to the area chief came
bearing the name Mukutani and that explains even who is trying to swindle the other off
the land. According to the area assistant chief, there is a great problem in even
determining the real owners of the parcels of land in the area and even the boundaries of
these parcels of land leave alone trying to sell land in the area. He further contends that
one cannot legally initiate a clear agreement for selling any parcel of land as almost every
part of the area has injunctions and court cases due to the rampant raids amongst the
community members. The land is left fallow most often during droughts; and when the
area is under attack and once people are back after some months or years, the idea of

finding buyers is always untenable or marred with many disputes.

As per the FGD in Mukutani, the land issues have denied the local inhabitants great
economic opportunities as they would have sold some of their parcels and acquired farm

implements but they cannot do so due to the constant conflicts. The cattle raids that
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happen constantly coupled with the herders from Pokot trying to displace them from their
lands, makes matters worse for them. The area is green during certain months of the year
and can support good herding, but the main problem is the insecurity in the area. The
value of an acre of land in the lowland around Mukutani as the chief observes is not more
than Kshs. twenty thousand (20,000) shillings. This is replicated in almost all conflict-
prone areas in the border. The chief affirmed that even after paying the amount which is
so low, one is not assured of having full ownership of the land as the Pokot can raid any
moment and destroy everything in the area. There is no guaranteed return on any

investment done along the lowland.

Nevertheless, between 1994 to the year 2010 there was relative calm in the lowland
according to FGD discussions in Loruk and Mukutani. This is also supported by the
World Vision Kenya coordinator in Tiaty, Teresa Cheptoo (Ol., 24.09.2023) who stated
that they set up several projects during that period to assist the local people as they were
able to utilize the calm and peaceful period. They equipped Tangulbei Secondary School
in Tiaty as a model institution and this attracted some people to settle around the school
and the shopping center. People bought land in the area and set up permanent residences
to even rent to the teachers and the non-teaching staff around the school. This
information was corroborated by the Assistant Commissioner of Tangulbei, Boniface
Kasusi (Ol., 20.08.2023) who confirmed the role World Vision Kenya played in
developing the area. It is also observed that, this was the apex of land prices in the area
which is primarily occupied by the Pokot community. The price of an acre in the area
rose up to Kshs. one hundred thousand (100,000) shillings and there was an economic

boom in Tangulbei area. Although the land around the school are still owned by clans,
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the individuals were able to convince some elders to curve out some portions for them to
develop. However, in 2010 onwards, there was an upsurge in cattle raids and banditry,
the local people discriminated against the investors who had settled there and this saw a
sharp decline in prices of these parcels. Akeno Julius (Ol., 23.09.2023) posited that the
prices dropped to as low as Kshs. forty thousand (40,000) shillings per acre as the

investors disposed of some of the parcels cheaply and fled the area.

Negative media publicity makes matters more difficult for investors to come to Baringo
County (Kandagor, 2010). The news of cattle raids and banditry in the lowland that are
always carried out on national television channels as well as the print media make the
county have a bad publicity. In places like Lake Baringo where investors had built hotels
and many more others were prospecting, the prices of land have either stagnated or come
down as other parts of the county and country experience a rise in prices of land. A
majority of investors claim that the time for one to achieve a return on investment in
Baringo lowland is long. This makes matters worse for the already marginalized area
which would have taken advantage of the lush lowland. The large tourist potential area
goes to waste and stagnates developmentally due to the negative image painted of the
area. Kipkoech Yusuf (Ol., 20.09.2023) concurs with the local investors in Lake Baringo

and Lake Bogoria that:

Our county is blessed with many very promising
geographically good tourist attraction sites, but the raids we
have always experienced makes us lose great opportunities.
| had planned on selling my parcel of land in Lake Baringo
but the price | am being offered is way too low to consider.
| better leave it as an inheritance for my grandchildren
maybe the prices might be well in their time. | lost my only
son to bandits in Loruk area some years back as he herded
his cattle and that is why | decided to migrate to Marigat.
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This is one testament of how the raids have influenced the downward prices of parcels of
land that would have fetched higher prices had there been relative calm in the area. The
county government and the National government also loses in revenue had the prices

been good and the investors encouraged to invest in the good lowland of Baringo.

4.4.5. Killing of Women and Children

Amongst the pastoral communities of the lowland, killing of people during raids
organized by the community elders was forbidden and scorned upon (Anderson, 2006).
Unless a warrior was ambushed and had to use his weapon to defend himself, it was not
the norm to attack a rival and kill them. They believed that since you have taken their
cattle a thing they valued so much, there was no need to hand them a second killing by
taking their lives. It is further observed that after the raids, there was a cleansing
ceremony for the people who had undertaken a raid and poured blood of their attacked

enemies before being integrated to the community.

Amkich Karanja (2023) describes how women and children were protected among the

Tugen from killing and curses:

One night in the 1950s, my grandfather arrived home with
a few cows smeared with blood. He had been away from
home for a whole month. His wife could not explain about
his whereabouts. Those days, men did not tell their wives
where they were going nor when they would be back.
When the bulls in the boma gave an uncomfortable
bellowing sound to signify the smell of blood, as witnessed
when cows pass by a place where a cow was slaughtered,
my grandmother, then a young wife, came out to find out
what was happening.

In the thickness of the night’s darkness, my grandfather
warned her to stay indoors. She went back. Not even his
children, now our fathers, could run to give him a hug. He
was unclean. He had blood in his hands after the bloody
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raid he was coming from with his warrior age mates. He
spent the night outside his compound several yards away
from his other cows. In the wee hours of the morning, a
group of old men arrived. They poured out libations and
spewed out alcohol and milk in the direction of the rising
sun and uttered words that the distance between would not
allow children to hear. Sometimes a sentence began in a
clear way but some wind blew or a he goat made that
irritating mating noise and the sentence faded into oblivion.
No amount of head turning by curious onlookers would
give away the elderly talk.

They awaited. Children were chased away and women
watched from a distance. Those days, all women were
circumcised so they were considered mature enough. Men
whose wives were expectant kept a safe distance but they
seldom came around. Then the old men went on to dance to
a few tunes soloed briefly and stopped without warning.
They seemed to be addressing the rising sun. together with
his raided herd, he was unclean when he arrived. They had
to be cleansed. That is why my grandfather had a serious
attachment to his cows. He asked to be buried where his
raided herd had lived. He went down his grave with his
hand clutching his ceremonial walking stick. He had earned
it that day he was cleansed and crowned.

Indeed, this is an elaboration of how the Tugen community valued children and women
and shielded them from any curse or wrong spirits after raids. It also gives a detailed
elaboration of what transpired in the cleansing sessions. Dominic Pkalya (Ol.,
23.09.2023) confirms that the Tugen valued their women and children regardless of the

age of the women and ensured their security was their first priority.

The 1l Chamus community (in times they engaged in battle with the Pokot) always
ensured that women and children were spared (Kiptui, 2021). The warriors would leave
women and children and go for the youthful men and at times, the elderly men were
spared too. The old men were also taken to be harmless and rarely did they get Killed.
Further, Odhiambo (2016) observes that in the pre-colonial and the colonial period,

among the Il Chamus, the legal mechanism in place to deal with deaths were specifically
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male oriented since the community rarely heard of killing of women and children. To the
community, women and children were blameless beings who died of natural causes and

would warrant no law to deal with their demise which were rare too.

Kimaiyo (2016) concurs with Odhiambo (2016) in that, women and children just enjoyed
the fruits of the raids of their men and were not to be harmed in any way. The Pokot,
Tugen and Il Chamus had this as an unwritten taboo and it worked for some time.
However, with time, there has been some changes in the behaviours of warriors. The
Tugen and the Il Chamus, after the 1970s reported cases of women and children being

either maimed or Killed by the bullets of the ngoroko raiders.

The introduction of commercial raids which had interests in acquiring large herds of
cattle from their neighbours ushered in a different culture. Solo raids which were
executed impromptu took center stage and the warriors began the wanton Killings.
According to Opondo (2008), the era of the ngoroko warriors attacking a community and
picking the able bodied cattle then leaving the calves for the raided community to still
mature ended in 2000. He observes that this ushered in a period when the Pokot began
attacking their neighbours, the Tugen and Il Chamus then wiping off everything
including chicken and the calves. They began employing scorched earth policy on their
neighbours and ensured that they remained with nothing in the area so they would flee

that area for good.

In the FGD in Kinyach, the members observed that as the Pokot ngoroko attack their
neighbours, they pick on the most vulnerable families. They strike those families that
they know have large herds and do not own guns to protect themselves. The members

speculated fully that; it seems amongst the community members, there are some spies
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who give out such critical information like who owns a gun and who does not. They also
map out those families who are headed by women because their husbands are dead and
are therefore widowed, and attack them frequently. These families are vulnerable to these
attacks because they have little or no resistance as opposed to those families who have
armed men. In the FGD, the members implored on the possibility of their own
community members being on the payroll of their enemies, the Pokot. They also hinted
on the possibility that they could be beneficiaries of the raids. The rationality behind their
argument is that some of the solo raids are so specific and there’s a possibility that the
names of the families are given out beforehand. Stephen Chuliakamar (Ol, 20.08.2023),
the chief of Loyamorok in Pokot area observes that even the Pokot women and children
are victims of these raids. He adds that the Pokot have a habit of not taking keen interest
in their death. He also notes that once one is believed to have died, their ornaments are

picked and their bodies left to decompose or be eaten by wild animals.

This is contrary to the Tugen and Il Chamus who value their death and bury them.
According to the chief, the Pokot do not report the deaths hence you cannot get the news
of the many Pokot women and children killed along the border. Daniel Kiptui who is the
Assistant Chief of Tuluk (OI, 14.09.2023) also observes that to the Pokot, you are as
good as you are alive. Once you die, you are of no value to them. This is further
elaborated by Moses Akeno (Ol., 23.09.2023) who confirms that the Baringo Referral
Hospital disposes off many corpses after some months or years of not being claimed. A
majority of those bodies which cost the county government lots of money in preservation
are of the Pokot community. They do not come back to claim bodies once their kin die.

This is still the practice up and until the time of the research.
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In 2008, there was a brutal attack on the Tugen occupied area of Loruk and Kagir
(Otieno, 2008). The attackers were well aware of all the routes they would use to escape
after staging the attack. They came, targeted the home of the chief in Loruk and the
assistant chief’s home in Kagir. They killed the chief of Loruk as he attempted to repulse
them. During the vicious fight in the area, three (3) women and four (4) children were
killed alongside the chief. Otieno (2008) further notes that the Kagir and Loruk
incidences were linked and it seems were planned and executed by the same people or a
coordinated group. In Kagir, they killed a woman and literally dissected her stomach as
she was expectant. This act was condemned by almost every political leader in both the
Tugen and Pokot area. Moreover, they claimed the bandits were a clique of criminals

who did not have the blessings of their elders.

The Pokot elders were rounded up by the then County Commissioner Peter Okwanyo and
were besieged to beg their sons to end the inhuman acts as narrated by Samuel Kipchilat
(Ol., 10.08.2023) who is the chief of Loruk. It was indeed the lowest point of attacks.
Never had any of the communities witnessed such acts as dissecting the wombs of
expectant mothers and taking out of the foetus. There was an unwritten consensus on
both sides which respected the sacrosanct nature of expectant women. The area was
declared a disturbed area by the Internal Security Minister but the raids still persisted and

the border remained without substantial development as this scared away investors.

4.4.6 Unending Peace-Seeking Meetings
Admittedly, there have been so many peace-seeking meetings that have been organized,
executed by the government and other Non-Governmental Organizations targeting the

Baringo Lowland. These meetings have been held either in the fields where the herders
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engage in conflicts. Consequently, others were held in Lake Bogoria’s Spa Resort, Rift
Hills Hotel in Kabarnet, and Soi Safari Lodge in the shores of Lake Baringo among other
conference facilities. All these were aimed at bringing the cattle raids and banditry to an
end (Kaprom, 2015). In most cases the recommendations of these peace meetings remain
only on paper and the implementation part is shelved until when the next raid is reported
and the same cycle of meetings are convened again. Therefore, the researcher embarked

on trying to unravel why these meetings do not seem to bear the intended fruits.

Since the 1970s when the cattle raids and banditry were on the upsurge, there have also
been concurrent number of peace seeking meetings convened (Kiptui, 2021). These
warring communities in the lowland have their representatives sent to the hotels to
witness the meetings and contribute on how to tackle the menace of the cattle raids and
banditry. Julius Akeno (Ol., 23.09.2023) organized meetings even up to Nakuru at Hotel
Cathay in 2020 where they formed a group called “PeaceNet Baringo”. The meeting was
attended by more than one hundred (100) people from the three communities in the
lowland. These representatives agreed to go back home and be peace ambassadors in
their communities. The informant observes that the meeting was successful and they even
took minutes. They went back to sensitize their communities about the negative effects of
cattle raids and banditry. However, they were not able to come together as a team to
peace rallies across the lowland. The rationality behind this is the lack of motivation and
meagre resources allocated to the team. At the same time, there are instances when teams
are aloocated resources but some squander the resources instead of engaging in peace

seeking missions. Some funds are alleged to be misappropriated before being used for the
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intended purpose. As a result, the team did not achieve its objective of bringing to an end

the conflicts and deaths witnessed in the lowland.

Julius Akeno is among the few elites from Pokot area that have always championed for
peace rallies as one way of ending these rivalries. Kaimba et al (2011) point out that the
elites in the pastoral communities are the ones that champion for peace amongst the local
inhabitants in the pastoral areas. Among these communities in the lowland, there is
always a high regard for the few learned elites by the warriors. The elders in the lowland
also listen to the counsel of the few learned people and in turn later pass the information
to these herders in the pasture fields. The elders in the lowland also listen to the counsel
of the few learned people and in turn pass the information to those herders in the pasture
fields. During such meetings as demonstrated in the FGDs in Kinyach and Loruk, the
local people are allowed to ventilate on the reasons why they engage in constant raids.
The members noted that during such open forums, the local administrators allow the
people to express themselves in their mother tongue (vernacular) and they either translate
to the administrators who come from other communities or offer them explanations on

what the local inhabitants were talking about.

Henry Bartoo (Ol., 10.09.2023) avers that it is during such meetings that emotions run so
high as people express the frustrations they have been taken through by the raiders. The
elders are besieged to name the bandits in their communities and although they usually
are hesitant to name them, the emotions displayed by the suffering mothers and children
force some to give out the names. It is also worth noting that whenever a Tugen elder or

elite speaks in the Tugen dialect, the Pokot and Il Chamus counterparts will understand
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most of the words the elder speaks. These communities have lived side by side for a long

time and they tend to understand each other albeit with few language barriers.

In 2016, there were twenty (20) peace seeking meetings convened in the various hotspots
in the Lowland (Gisesa & Achuka, 2019). The meetings were held along the border
beginning with Arabal, Rugus, Mukutani, Ng’aratuko, Kagir, Loruk, Loyamorok,
Chemalingot, Nginyang’, Ayatia, Kapturo and Kinyach areas. These were the many
meetings organized in a year with the sole purpose of seeking peace and attended by so
many youth and women as well as elders in those centers. Almost all the meetings were
attended by the MCAs representing both the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus communities.
The message delivered in those meetings was always peace for development of the
lowland. Tiaty constituency was represented by their Member of Parliament, William

Kamket, Baringo South by Charles Kamuren and Baringo North by William Cheptumo.

These meetings were intense and the Provincial administration officers as well as the
County government representatives took matters seriously. They chatted with the elders
on how to end the insecurity menace which had hindered development activities in the
lowland. According to the Deputy County Commissioner, Baringo South, Douglas
Mutungi (Ol., 10.09.2023), this was one of the most successful periods when the leaders
and the local people agreed on an issue and it took almost one year of great peaceful
coexistence between the communities before attacks were witnessed again. To Henry
Bartoo (Ol., 10.09.2023), this was the last time they witnessed relative calm in the
lowland for some months. He claims that he was so sure that the peace which had been so

elusive was now being realized. He further claims that his father and relatives even
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transferred their goats and cattle back to their old grazing grounds which they had

abandoned.

Godfrey Chepyegon (Ol., 14.09.2023) also concurs with Bartoo that the end of 2016 to
the beginning of 2018 was one of the most peaceful months he has witnessed in his life as
a resident of Kinyach area in the Lowland. He further avers that there were beehives that
he had set up along the lowland and had not accessed them during period of conflict. It
was the time to check on them and harvest honey. Unfortunately, he found some had
been stolen. He later confirmed from his neighbours that the raiders had become so
callous that they would steal even bee hives. Chepyegon decried the unbecoming
behaviour as uncommon among the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus who embraced their
tradition. It was a taboo to steal honey leave alone the log bee hive itself. To prove that
the hives were taken away and not dropped by honey badgers, there were no pieces of
broken hives in the ground and also his fellow log hive (honey) investors had lost theirs
too. To the local people it was possible that the raiders were either very young youth who
did not care about taboos or they were after crippling the local inhabitants and trying to
chase them away from the area. However, the peaceful period was short-lived and cattle
raids and banditry intensified immediately towards 2017 and after because of the
elections dynamic and how the leaders seeking elections protected the voters which

included the wrongdoers too.

As the raids intensified, peace meetings convened and now in a wider scale. The leaders
decided to visit the interior of Pokotland and involve the Laibon of 1l Chamus and
Werkoyoon of the Pokot. They also involved the leaders from Laikipia and Marakwet

since the raiders were believed to be seeking refuge in their area. This was confirmed
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from the FGDs conducted in the area. There was a peace caravan organized that covered
the Baringo Lowland from the border with Laikipia to the western border with Marakwet
in Kolowa. Godfrey Chepyegon (Ol., 14.09.2023), however, dismissed the participants as
individuals who were just after the funds raised by NGOs that funded the peace caravan.
However, the caravan was good and important in that it identified the hotspots that
raiders focused on and pointed to the government the areas that need focus as opposed to
other parts of the county. According to Esther Makal (Ol., 20.08.2023), the peace
caravan was significant as it proved that the leaders could sit and talk together although
they come from different ethnic communities. It also proved the local inhabitants could
sit too and agree on the issue of peace amongst themselves. The caravans happened but
the impact is yet to be felt by the local populations. It looks like the many caravans and
meetings that have been held are just cosmetic and the results expected are taking long to
be realized in the border since many raids were being witnessed despite all the promises

made in good faith.

Caro Chesaro (Ol., 10.09.2023) observes that since the time she got married in Loruk
area, she has witnessed more than forty (40) meetings held in the chief’s camp all in an
attempt to pacify these warring communities. All the meetings are well attended but the
raids persisted. She posits that the attempts by the National Government officials might
be genuine but they seem to target the wrong people. She claims that those who attend
the meetings are reformed warriors from the Pokot region but the real bandits are in the
caves planning on when to attack. She also observes that in 2013, the County
Commissioner, Baringo County Mr. Peter Okwanyo was so close to the community and

even to the elders who could convince the Werkoyoon to stop blessing the bandits or
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offering the overseeing services to them. Unfortunately, he was transferred or recalled to
the headquarters in 2016 before he accomplished the mission of eradicating cattle rustling
and banditry in the Lowland. There seemed to be more to be done in the fight against this
menace, despite the attempts by the National government administrators and other

stakeholders to silence the gun in the lowland.

4.5. The Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Peace in Baringo County

Peace has been elusive for the communities settled in the Baringo Lowland. The elders in
the zone who are traditionally tasked with ensuring prevailing peace have always been at
a loss trying to explain why they are unable to contain the youthful warriors of their area.
As Catley (2003) notes, there must be relative peace and assurance of constant security in
an area for people to develop and prosper. An area is considered developed or developing
positively when it is able to attract investors; and new amenities are made available for its
occupants to utilize and make life bearable and easy. The lowland lacks in most of these
due to the constant cattle rustling and raiding incidences which make the area unattractive

to investors as well as government development agencies.

According to Girard et al., (2005), every time two or more communities settle in one
place or side by side, there must be some form of disagreement which may lead to
displacements if not carefully addressed. This is so because of competition for scarce
resources hence the perennial conflicts. Intra-community conflicts as well as extra-
community conflicts arise and this will always have an impact on the development of the
area. Bevan (2008) observes that a crisis is experienced in the area as one of the
communities will ultimately arm itself so as to overpower the competing one. This leads

to destruction of existing infrastructure and hindrance to any new developments in the
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area. The Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus communities in the Baringo lowland are thus
victims of this elaboration. They are disadvantaged by the constant disruptions of peace
in the lowland and this makes the once rich potential area to lose its value and thus
becoming a standard gauge measure of poverty while the other parts of the county and

country at large are attracting investors to their regions.

From the 1970s, the lowland has never experienced a span of more than a decade without
cattle rustling and raids reported. The information obtained from Focus Group
Discussions within the locality indicates that there are always incidences of cattle raids
and banditry within a short span of time. The NCIC (2021) report concurs with the FGDs
that there has hardly been a decade from 1970 when the lowland has not experienced a
cattle raid which is fatal. These raids force the local populations to flee from their homes
and farms as they seek for safer grounds away from the battle fields created or alienated
by the bandits. Many people do not even remember the last time they had a peaceful
sleep from evening to morning as they are always awakened by screams from the
neighbouring villages or from their next door neighbours whenever they are raided. The
raids are often, as witnessed by respondents, followed by scorched earth dynamism where
everything is cleared from the area. The local inhabitants are then left with no option but
to flee their homeland and become IDPs. It is also noted that school going children are
also affected by the displacement since most of them live with their parents. So,
whenever an attack occurs, they are also part and parcel of those that run for their lives
and school attendance is not a priority in such circumstances. This definitely
disadvantages them as they are not able to compete favourably with their counterparts

who are in good and secure parts of the country.
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Due to the many raids and volatility of the lowland, there are several NGOs that provide
the basic means of survival. However, they experience several challenges due to the poor
infrastructure and hostile nature of the people in the area. Grahn (2005) discusses the
important role performed by these NGOs and how they help in mitigating the poverty and
misery in the area they operate in and which the government is unable to assist most of
the times. Although majority of the NGOs play a crucial role in the area, there are others
which are into other businesses that impoverish the local populations more as noted in the
research. In some instances, some local business people are reported to take advantage of
the insecure situation of cattle rustling to form NGOs that they supply goods and reap
more at the expense of the local people. Just like in the case of Wildlife Conservancies
that were earlier noted to be used as agents of expansion by some people, there are some
NGOs that are also used almost in a similar manner, (Dolan, 2023, February 18, Saturday
Standard). It is also observed by the researcher that alternative means of livelihood like
irrigation, if considered, can end the cattle rustling menace and make the people of the

lowland self-reliant as the area has a great potential.

Availability of small and light weapons among the communities of the lowland has had a
great impact in the thinking and mode of operation of the warriors in all the communities
of the lowland (KHRC, 2010). It is observed by Mkutu (2008) that the youth have
acquired the weapons which they misuse. They have turned into marauding killer gangs
involved in solo raids as earlier observed instead of engaging in productive ventures in
the community. Obudho (2000) also asserts that the raids in the lowland involving the
youth make the government prioritize other areas in terms of development over the

lowland. The many planned projects for the lowland remain just on paper and at planning
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stage if it goes further as there are no means to actualize these projects. It is a sad state of
affairs because the youth of the lowlands are enemies of their own development. The
bandits who are so few as compared to the larger population deny the local people any
good development projects that would have been actualized in the area. Thus, the
lowland has a great potential for development but the constant raids and cattle rustling are
the main hindrances to the achievement of these developments. With proper government
intervention and with assistance of the elders, youth, women and local government
officials as well as the local and national administration, the lowland of Baringo can

produce the best crops and livestock as well as enjoy sustainable peace.

4.5.1. Rebuilding of Schools

Galgalo (2008), notes that cattle rustling and raids in an area have adverse effects on the
quality and standards of education being offered. The teaching and non-teaching staffs in
the locality are directly affected by the raiders’ hostile activities; and they in the end fail
to deliver as their compatriots in other areas that are peaceful. He further observes that
pupils and students are very sensitive to their environment and what goes around them.
Some oral informants in the FGD in Mukutani area also raised the same concerns in the
discussion. This is corroborated by the Baringo South Deputy County Commissioner
Mutungi who confirms that many pupils are taken out of school by the circumstances
they find themselves in and if not taken seriously can be bandits in the making and a
lethal upcoming clique of young ones (Mutungi, Ol., 10.09.2023). The inhabitants claim
that wherever the area is attacked, those pupils in school are withdrawn by their parents

and they flee the area with their children. The children are tormented by such episodes,
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their learning is disrupted and they will never be able to catch up later as there is no

guarantee of the area being peaceful after the episodes of cattle rustling and banditry.

As earlier noted, there are instances where communities along the lowland have had their
members displaced, their classrooms occupied and vandalized by the raiders (Katam,
2012). Such incidences have been witnessed in Baringo South and Baringo North Sub-
counties and this has brought down the gains that had earlier been made in trying to bring
down the levels of illiteracy in the Lowland (Malak Namai, Ol., 14.09.2023). There are
schools like Kiserian Primary school, Kapindasum Primary school, Kasiela Primary
school, Kagir and Chemoe Primary schools and some others in Mukutani area that have
always been shut down due to cattle rustling as noted by the Baringo County
Commissioner, Sang’alo Kutwa (Ol., 20.09.2023). He points out that the pupils in those
schools are out of school more often in the year than in school. They have suffered so
much since they do not have quality time to study as they are always on the run with their
parents. This is also confirmed and canvassed by the Baringo North Deputy County
Commissioner Malak Namai (Ol., 14.09.2023) who avers that it is a pity that at the end
of the year, they are all expected to do the same national exam as their colleagues
elsewhere in the country. It is noted that there is no special consideration for them
however much their education was disrupted. The exam results they get at the end of the
year is not desirable as they are always behind in syllabus and with no guidance on how
to tackle the exams. Schools along the border are trailing the ones in the area that
banditry rarely affects them in the upper part of the County. According to the County
Commissioner (Ol., 20.09.2023), in 2018, there was no school within the border that had

a pupil with marks above 330 in their final Kenya Certificate of Primary Education
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examination. He affirms that, it is only Sibilo Primary school which has a boarding
section that a pupil got above 330 marks. To the researcher, this seems to be the case with
almost all schools along the border which seem to be more affected by the banditry and

cattle raids.

In an attempt to mitigate the effects of these raids on the young people, the government
of Kenya has put in place several measures. First, they have prioritized the lowland
unlike the past when it seemed neglected. The area seems to be gaining some attention at
the moment. According to the Sub-county administrator of Tiaty, Moses Akeno (Ol.,
23.09.2023), the county government of Baringo has built four Early Childhood
Development Education (ECDE) classrooms .in each ward in the Sub-County and
employed two teachers per school. These ECDE facilities are the main starting points of
forcing the young children to school and exposing them to education early enough in life
and making them competitive like the other parts of the country. There are also efforts to
ensure that all parents take their young ones to school with the help of the village elders
and the chiefs of the area. In this case, the Pokot community is targeted because they are
so mobile as opposed to their Il Chamus and Tugen neighbours. The Pokot had been slow
even during colonial time in embracing school life. In Pokot land, the ECDE classrooms
have been put in place and the parents have begun taking their young ones to the
institutions. The researcher noted that, during the time of research, only the time raids
were active in the border area saw the classrooms in Tiaty closed. The other days the
children were in the ECDE facilities and learning was picking up. It was only in

Loywamorok where there were only five pupils in the school. The area chief clarified that
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the low enrolment was because the school had just been opened up and the parents were

still skeptical about taking their children to a new school.

As the county government focuses on the ECDE projects since it falls on their docket, the
NGOs and National government are also up and trying to implement some of the crafted
measures in the Lowland. The chiefs and elders are encouraged to force the parents of the
school going age children to take them to school. According to Paulo Lowoi (Ol.,
20.09.2023) there is a deliberate attempt by the government to increase the number of
pupil enrolment in basic primary schools by completely making education compulsory
for all the children and making it operational throughout the year. He posits that he has
been approached several times by the area chief in the best interest of talking to parents
within his area to take children to school. The elder further observes that if this trend
continues and the parents assist in ensuring that all children in Pokot area attend school
the National and county government can strategize to introduce incentives to attract
leaners to join school: giving incentives like free meals and providing subsidized
boarding primary schools. Admittedly if such efforts are put in place to occupy youths in
schools the number of cattle raids and banditry will significantly decrease as there will be

few idle energetic youth as is the case at the time of this research.

Habati (2011) asserts that the achievement of sustainable peace and modern schooling
ways in Karamoja area in Uganda took some years and strong will from the government
of Uganda and several NGOs. He acknowledges the fact that before prevailing peace was
noted in the area, the government encouraged the pastoralists to register their illicit arms
first and they also encouraged the parents to take their children to school. They were later

convinced into surrendering all the firearms since they were accounted for and the
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administration would disarm them effectively. After some few months, the government
of Uganda introduced police reservists in the area. In Baringo lowland, it is noted that the
local people are slowly embracing education and at the same time, the government of
Kenya has embarked on rebuilding schools in the borders. Those schools that had been
brought down by bandits are being renovated by the Kenya Defence Forces and peace is
slowly being restored as the local inhabitants being encouraged to return and settle in

their former homes and take their children to school.

A new school has been established in Akoret by World Vision-Kenya in conjunction with
the county government which has also established a nursery school in the area. This
school has been constructed in the perceived route that cattle rustlers use when coming
from raids. According to FGD informants in Loruk, the raiders are slowly being cornered
as they are being left with few unmonitored routes. This specific project will deter the
raiders from their constant disturbance at the border and pull pupils to school in the area.
It was also noted that there are ongoing renovations in all the schools that were
previously destroyed in Ngelecha, Kapindasum, Loruk, Kositei, Chesitet, Chebarsiat,
Chemorilwon, Kasiela and Mukutani according to the County Commissioner. (Ol.,

20.09.2023)
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Figure 4.2: Laying of the Foundation Stone at Akoret School financed by World

Vision on 09.02.2023.

Fig. 4.3: Launching of the Akoret School by Governor Cheboi, MP William Kamket

and World Vision Kenya Officials on 09.02.2023.
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Dietz (1991) argues that in most cases, the pastoralist communities are so proud of their
livestock and even if they were starving they would not slaughter them for food. To the
writer, the herders would always take care of their livestock and even raid for food but
the last thing they would do is slaughter their livestock. He further observes that unless
the livestock is killed by a disease or is malnourished to the point of dropping down,
these pastoralists rarely accept to slaughter their own cattle. In the lowland too, there are
cases of parents allowing their children to attend school not to learn but to get something
to eat. Patrick Lendapana (Ol., 17.09.2023) who is from the Il Chamus community noted
that there were instances when the pupils were so few in schools in his home area but
whenever the government introduces school feeding programmes, the numbers rise
drastically. There are even reported cases of children eating the food and reserving some
for their parents back at home. Lendapana avers that the children may not expressly
admit that they are taking the food to their parents since there is not much food back
home but they always go with the food and they are seen enjoying the food with their
parents at home. Furthermore, he claims that some of the elderly members of the society
hang around school fences at lunch time with containers; an indication that they expect
something to eat once the pupils are all fed. He points out that in some instances, the
schools have no other option but to feed the parents and encourage them to bring their
children and grandchildren to school. These are all in an attempt to cut off supply of

youthful men to raiding and cattle rustling in the caves.

Kjartan (2006) indicates that the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus youthful men, immediately
after initiation, would want to prove their masculinity and also prove to their educators

that they indeed learned something. Most of the young initiates from 16 years to 20 years
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would attack their neighbours and get livestock for bride wealth. However, it is noted that
in the recent past, the government has dissociated the warriors from proving the point and
focusing on their schooling even after initiation. According to Isaac Chepsat (Ol.,
12.09.2023), there are some NGOs and churches that have tried so much to infiltrate the
traditional culture of initiation and blend it with modern ways of behaviour. The youth
are initiated in the traditional way but taught the modern ways of doing things as well as
taught the disadvantages of reverting back to the old ways of their grandparents as the
environment has changed. Ideas like having higher education and investing in hybrid

livestock are encouraged.

On the contrary, the idea of early marriages and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) are
discouraged and spoken against in schools. The children are even made ambassadors of
the anti-FGM crusade. NGOs like World Vision Kenya have always been at the forefront
discouraging FGM among the communities at the border. The young women instead of
being subjected to circumcision as was the case in the past are normally taken to a new
form of seclusion known as “Tumdo nelel” which translates to “the new initiation” where
they are taught how to behave as adults and merge with contemporary ways of going to
school and taking time before being married. Consequently, the lessons seem to be taking
effect as the informants in FGDs point out to decreased cases of FGM in the lowland and

higher enrolment and retention of school girls in schools.

Among the Pokot community, teachers and civil servants in the past were revered as
compared to other groups of people like the clergy (Chesaina, 1991). They were seen as
agents of change and hope in the community. As the elders who converted to Christianity

welcomed them to the lowland, the raids to a large extent went down. Although the
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raiders still caused havoc in the lowland, the place of teachers was still honoured. It is
observed that some areas have a very low retention level of teachers because of insecurity
but most times the government encourages them to persist for the sake of change. It is
hoped that systematically, there will be a replacement of gun-culture with pen/book
culture (education) in the lowland. The government can make deliberate efforts to
employ local teachers who would serve as agents of positive change to improve
enrolment and retention of pupils in schools. They should be able to have a good
perception of education and a contemporary mindset which will help so much in

changing the lowland.

According to the MCA Saimo ward, Michael Chebon (Ol., 22.09.2023), the government
of Kenya should emphasize on converting the day primary schools along the border to
boarding schools. He claims that since most parents at the border are on the move
anytime there is an attack, the boarding facilities will ensure that the children will be in
school all through regardless of displacement of their parents. It will also help to bring
security officers near the local inhabitants as the government will be forced to ensure
proper security of the children in school. The National government has established police
posts near the schools at the border and GSU, ASTU and RDU officers have been
stationed near the institutions. This will also make the Kenya Power and Lighting
Company to connect the learning institutions with electricity and the neighbourhood will
benefit. In so doing, the area will experience development and this will help in reducing
instances of cattle raids and banditry thus introducing alternative means of livelihood in

the lowland.
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Figure 4.4: Destroyed Classrooms in Kapindasum (10.06.2021)

Figure 4.5: Reconstructed Classrooms in Kapindasum by KDF (23.09.2023)
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4.5.2. Water and Irrigation

The Baringo Lowland experiences many long dry spells which make the area arid and
bare most times of the year. Consequently, the famine that always comes after a drought
is experienced makes it difficult for the communities to depend on rain-fed agriculture.
Many members of the FGDs observed that their concern about the scarcity of water. They
noted that in most cases, women spend almost half of the day looking for water. Monica
Kipkechem (Ol., 22.09.2023) observed that they trek for more than five (5) kilometers
from Chepkewel area to look for clean and safe water for drinking. This entails waking
up so early and the latest time one should be at the water point is six (0600) hours.
Additionally, they compete for the scarce resource with herders from the area who want
to also draw water for their livestock. She observes that one has also to wait for some
other people in need of water for company as there have always been cases of raiders
killing people as they went to draw water. She claims that motorbikes have been
introduced in the area but few people would want to use them because they draw the
attention of the raiders who are trigger happy and who have killed many of their youth
while on motorcycles. Thus, most people prefer trekking together to the water pans and
holes than raising the attention of the raiders. This problem of water scarcity is replicated
all through the lowland. The researcher found out that since the area is dry and arid, there
are pan dams which are very few in number and their retention levels are too low. The
dams hold water during the rainy season but after some weeks they all dry up and most
people revert back to depending on the seasonal rivers available which are also far from

the home dwellings and also unreliable.
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It was also observed that, in many river beds in the lowland, there were small ponds
“Kisogee” dug by children and old people as they try to draw water from the dry beds.
These small ponds are unreliable and the water drawn is not clean or safe for human
consumption.  The inhabitants cannot venture to the rivers as they used to in the past
because of the fear of being ambushed by the bandits who are always lurking around the
area. In Chepkewel, Kagir and Mukutani areas, the rivers are not accessible due to the

presence of cattle raiders and bandits who frequently attack the inhabitants.

Figure 4.6: Children fetching water from holes dug on dry river bed in Chepkewel

on 22.09.2023
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The county government of Baringo, in conjunction with Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), has dug more than one hundred (100) boreholes in the lowland in an
attempt to mitigate the problem of water scarcity (Kemboi, 2023, February 17, Daily
Nation). However, the number of boreholes dug is still low and many areas of the
lowland still lack coverage. The occupants are many and in most cases the boreholes dug
according to FGDs are not operational all through the dry season as the water volumes
are low. At the same time, there are cases of mismanagement of the small collections
from selling of water by local committees formed to look after the boreholes and which
lead to a breakdown of the pumps used at the boreholes and end up not serving the
intended purpose of saving the local people from the long tedious treks. It was also noted
that despite the lowland having a lot of solar power, the boreholes still depend on diesel
powered engines and electricity to power all the boreholes. Many informants pointed out
that it would have been better if the boreholes were converted to solar powered pumps as
there is sufficient sun and the running costs would have been minimized and manageable
by the local people. Livestock and people would get good quality water throughout the
year and the many. conflicts over water resources would be minimized. In other words,
there is need for collaborators between the users and donors on the maintenance of the

boreholes.
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Figure 4.7: Commissioning of JICA funded Borehole in Tangulbei by the Governor

Baringo Benjamin Cheboi on 23.06.2023.

Along the lowland, there have been several pan dams dug in private and public lands for
water harvesting (Yazan et al., 2010). The pan dams in Baringo lowland are not few but
in most cases they are dry. According to FGDs, the local administrators failed in guiding
the technicians who dug those pan dams on where to best place them. Many of the
inhabitants forced the dams to be dug in places convenient for them at the expense of
suitable places that would trap large volumes of water. It is observed that there is need to
have many pan dams dug and managed well so as to ensure availability of water, serve
the purpose of shortening the distance to the water points to end the perennial cattle raids

that are always witnessed in the lowland. According to Lomoriti Loper (Ol., 20.08.2023)
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the chief of Tangulbei, once the pan dams were dug in the lowland and especially his
location, the cases of fights for water were reduced. He claims that there is need now to
try and offer water piping services so as to preserve the main sources and take water near
to the herders. He suggests that tanks should be built in many to ensure secure storage of

water and availability when the residents are in dire need for the scarce commodity.

There are places in the lowland like Ayatya, Loruk on the lower side, Mukutani and
Arabal where the water retention of pan dams is a problem as pointed out during the
FGDs. In these places, the County Government and other entities try to provide water
using water trucks and boozers in schools and market centers. It is suggested that there is
need to make the visits regular and the number of boozers increased to meet the high
demand for water. This might be a short term solution but there is need to add more
trucks and save the many people who cannot trek for long distances in search of water.
The number of dams in the area also needs to be increased since the lowland has many
potential sites for dam construction. If many dams are put in place, the dependency on
cattle, sheep and goats will be reduced and the local people will embrace other alternative
methods of livelihood like irrigation farming. This will go a long way in bringing to an
end the constant cases of cattle raids and deaths that occur as a repercussion of conflict

for scarce resources.

There are several oral informants who noted that if dams are constructed in some gorges
in Baringo, the border between the communities will be safe and productive. EXisting
gorges like Amaya, Sossion, Lokurka all in Tiaty East, Kositei, Mukur, Barpello, Loiwat
in Tiaty West and Ayatya, Kinyach, Chepkewel in Baringo North and Arabal and

Mukutani in Baringo South can be dammed and the lowland will be water sufficient. This
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was also observed by the researcher during the study to be a reality. If feasibility studies
are carried out on these gorges and the dams constructed, the desolate nature of the

lowland will be sorted out.

According to Anderson (1988), the government decided to reclaim the eroded lands of
Baringo lowland around the Marigat area by introducing irrigation farming during the
colonial period. It was advocated that since the area was so much eroded and the
continued grazing of many livestock in the area would cause more harm to the soil, there
was need to fence off part of the area and engage in crop farming. The inhabitants were
expected to practice controlled crop farming which would save the area from erosion at
the upper part. This prompted the establishment of Perkerra Irrigation Scheme (PIS) in
1954. This was after several feasibility studies were carried out and the last one in 1936
but the government lacked funds hence the delayed (Anderson, 2016). African Land
Development Board (ALDEV) funded the irrigation scheme and the colonial government
used the labour of Mau Mau detainees in the farm as a means of rehabilitating them back
to the society. According to Kandagor (2010), there were many Gikuyu convicts who
were brought to assist in construction of dykes and tunnels for the PIS system. This
irrigation scheme was expected to help in controlling soil erosion that had been
experienced on a large scale due to the overgrazing by the large number of livestock in
the area. The irrigation scheme helped so much and the area at least managed to control

the erosion.

Furthermore, the scheme was also able to produce some of the best onions and cotton in
the county during its initial stages. The irrigation scheme was later converted into maize

seed as well as tomato production scheme. Marigat town at the edge of the irrigation
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scheme has grown to be one of the biggest commercial centers in the lowland and this has
helped to deter cattle raids. The raiders according to informants can come to Lake
Baringo, attack the Il Chamus but would not go beyond the irrigation scheme. The
scheme has acted as a barrier or buffer zone between the raiders and the local inhabitants
on the other productive part of the lowland. Moreover, there are also other irrigation
schemes that were established and well managed in the lowland after the PIS one was
successful. These schemes have given the local people some other alternative forms of
livelihood and helped in reducing banditry attacks. There are also additional small scale
irrigation schemes namely: Kolowa, Sandai, Kamoskoi, Barwessa, Kapkuikui, Eldume

and Mosuro in the lowland.

According to FGDs in Mukutani and Loruk, there is need to establish more irrigation
schemes along the border using gravity for watering the schemes. There were also
suggestions as to the use of water from Lake Baringo which is a fresh water lake for
irrigation around the lowland. If this is realized soon, the lowland will be one of the
leading food baskets of the county if not the entire country. This would likely develop the
idle land that has remained as a battle field for the two communities. This would surely
reduce greatly banditry in the lowland. The grass and good pasture for the livestock will

be guaranteed and there will be few cases of conflicts in the lowland.

It was also noted in the FGD carried out in Loruk that the Geothermal Development
Company (GDC) that has drilled geothermal wells in Silale Hill in Tiaty is providing
drinking water to the local inhabitants. It has constructed several water tanks and has
piped water supply within the area. The Pokot community residents are benefitting from

the water and there are plans to extend supply to the border. This will mark a great
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developmental achievement as the neighbours will be able to access safe drinking water
at almost no cost for themselves and their livestock. This will in the end contribute to

ending the perennial bandit attacks and conflicts for the scarce resources.

4.5.3. Communication Masts

Communication is an essential tool in the development of an area. According to Moses
Kaptum (Ol., 11.08.2023), the chief of Ng’orora location in the border, in the past they
used to depend on the word of mouth to pass information about barazas or even some
urgent information from one end of the location to the other, however, because of the
location’s vastness, it was so cumbersome. He further avers that other parts of the county
and country were well connected to the mobile telephony network but to them in the
lowland there was no network coverage. He claims that there were only less than ten
people with phones in the whole location all through to 2015 when a network
communication mast was erected in Kipsaraman area and his area was now covered. It
was common to see people trek more than ten (10) kilometers to the hills so as to make a
call and get briefed on some important issues. There were few places that had a network
coverage though not reliable. He contended that his work of coordination was a
nightmare and he lost several opportunities since he was unreachable or not able to

transmit messages in good time.

Moreover, the informant confirmed that there were instances when raiders hit his location
and coordination of response was tough since by the normal shouting or raising an alarm,
the enemy was also alerted and they would get the communication of action intended on
them. He however points out that since the mast was erected in Kipsaraman on the hill

and another one on Silale Hill, there is full network and the area is now a bit safe. He
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asserted that any time there is a raid, within minutes the local people will have informed
him and he alerts the officers from Rapid Deployment Unit (RDU) and ASTU in his area
who would assist to recover stolen animals. Mobile phones have come in handy in
helping secure the lowland and if many more masts were added, it would assist in

combating the scourge of banditry in the lowland.

This communication advancement in the lowland has also come with some disadvantages
to the local people. The Eastern African Police Chiefs Cooperation Organization
(EAPCCO) (2008) report notes that advancement of communication is a double edged
sword to the local inhabitants of an area. As security officers use the communication
network to combat cattle rustling, the raiders use it also to deceive and evade the security
officers. In most cases in the lowland, the raiders use phones to coordinate, organize and
plan raids. A number of informants observed that the availability of network enables the
raiders to spend days in the forest or bushes coordinating and monitoring movement of
herds and once they strike an area, their informants use the phones to also inform them of
the possible security officers’ counter attack routes. These raiders were appraissed of the
routes that were safe by those outside the operation area thus enabling them to navigate
the area well without detection or being arrested. Furthermore, they are also notably
informed of the nature of weapons these officers have and their numbers enabling the
raiders know the strength of their competitors. In other instance also, the informers are
paid using the mobile money platforms after the cattle and goats are sold for the
information they relayed to the raiders. It is thus noted that the availability of network in

the lowland is both a blessing and a curse in equal measure. But one gains more by being
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connected to a network and it makes communication easier and cheaper than it was in the

past.

4.5.4. Disarmament and National Police Reservists

Availability and easy access to illegal Small Arms in the region of East Africa has
emboldened cattle raiders to engage in raids all throughout the year without any fear
(Bevan, 2008). It is almost an accepted fact that all families in the lowland own illegal
guns and are no longer afraid of showing them off especially in the Pokot area. These
communities bordering each other at the lowland always claim that the guns are for their
protection against external attacks since the government has turned a blind eye on them
as they are being wiped off by their neighbours. The chief of Bartum Location, William
Chebii (Ol., 11.08.2023) asserted that in the period 1982 and 1985 there was a massive
disarmament exercise carried out in Pokotland. This disarmament was spearheaded by
General Joseph Nkaissery of the Kenya Army. He claims that it is the only time they felt
like the government responded to their plea and assisted them from the constant
harassments by their neighbours who had terrorized them for quite some time. During the
FGDs in Mukutani and Loruk, there were claims that the disarmament exercise carried
out in the lowland was the only one which was successful and done in record time. Those
informants from Tugen and Il Chamus communities aver that this was one good
disarmament exercise that any living Pokot elder will never forget and yet when asked
about it they claim ignorance about it. They hate discussing about the disarmament done
then and they do not talk about it at all. This is believed to be largely because it was one
of the most humiliating times of the Pokot community and they had never imagined that

they would be beaten that much by the government.
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Cheptoiyo Lodowian, who is the assistant chief of Korossi sub-location, (Ol.,
18.09.2023) from Tirioko recounts what happened during the “Lotiriri” disarmament.
They called it that way because there was extensive use of military choppers during the
exercise and the sound of it was all over. The respondent claims that the exercise was of a
magnitude compared to a devastating drought that had hit the area in the past or the
rinderpest infestation that had afflicted the area some years back. The respondents
claimed that during the exercise the entire Pokot area stunk because of the many livestock
killed as well as the people who had been killed by the merciless soldiers. The chief
asserted that any slight resistance was met by a bullet and ransacking of the small
homestead followed. Many Pokot warriors had hidden their guns in the heap of cow dung
and ran away to neighbouring West Pokot or Uganda but the firearms were dug out and
confiscated. The operation netted more than five thousand (5,000) guns and twenty-five
(25,000) thousand rounds of ammunitions. The number of guns and ammunitions
recovered is corroborated by an article by Jesse Masai (2014, December 7, The Standard)
where he also avers that the then commander of the exercise directed that cattle be
confiscated and taken to Kapenguria for the local people to yield into the pressure of
surrendering the illegal weapons. He further writes that the Pokot suffered a great deal of
humiliation as twenty-five (25,000) thousand heads of cattle were driven to Kacheliba in
Kapenguria, ten thousand (10,000) died in the police station while fifteen thousand
(15,000) were transported to unknown places. He further avers that at the end, the few
remaining Pokot swore never to trust any soldiers and up until the time of research, the

Pokot do not have any good or strong feelings or attachment to the soldiers. During the
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FGDs in Loruk and Kinyach, there were claims of statements to the devastating state of

the operation on the Pokot and they said:

If the soldiers met a woman, they Killed her because she
would sire another Ngoroko in the making in some few
years. If they met a youthful male, that was considered a
Ngoroko and was neutralized immediately. If they met
cows, goats and sheep, they were all slaughtered as they
would be food for the Ngoroko to come and disturb people.

These were some of the statements made by the FGD members and to a great extent paint
a picture of how the disarmament exercise was brutal and brought about induced peace
for some years. It is noted that disarmament can do so much good to the lowland but must
be carried diligently and involve all the communities so as not to expose one side to

hostilities and vulnerabilities if one is left with weapons while the other is disarmed.

During an FGD in Loruk, the participants posited that they wish another exercise of the
same magnitude or more was done so as to get rid of all the illegal guns in the wrong
civilian hands that are being misused by raiders. They claim that the disarmament ought
to be done across all the communities of the North Rift Region. According to Moses
Kwonyike (Ol., 20.09.2023) who is a retired military Colonel, disarmament ought to be
done on all the communities of the lowland and the North Rift at large without
discrimination for proper peace to be achieved. It should begin with the communities of
the former North Eastern Province, then the Samburu, Pokot, Tugen, Il Chamus,
Marakwet, El Geiyo, Turkana and their neighbours the Karamoja of Uganda so as to
bring to an end the issue of cattle rustling. He further asserts that the disarmament should
be forceful and not voluntary as many herders will just lie and surrender defective
firearms as they keep the lethal ones and at some time even try to stop the exercise. The

bandits, he averred, are well versed with the area they undertake their raids and with a
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long experience in using guns, they are always hard to be convinced to surrender their

precious commodities.

The retired military officer further reiterates that there ought to be a deliberate attempt to
cut off supply of these arms from the neighbouring countries as they cause more harm to
Kenyans than gain. Local barazas should be convened and all locals sensitized on the
dangers of the arms. These arms when in large numbers would be used for robbery on
their own people once the livestock diminish. The local inhabitants will eventually turn
against themselves using the guns. Other members of the FGDs also suggested that the
borders which are porous ought to be closely monitored and manned as well as road
blocks introduced in the routes suspected to be used and in the roadblocks, firearm

sensors be introduced so as to slow down the proliferation of small arms to the country.
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Figure 4.8: Elders and members of the Public during a baraza in Loruk on

23.08.2023 to discuss the effects of illegal guns

o 14 i
.

Initially before 2009 when the Minister of Interior and National Coordination Fred
Matiangi withdrew all Kenya Police Reservists (KPR) and dissolved the whole service,
there existed a buffer zone between communities in the name of KPR (Florah, 2023,
February 2, Saturday Nation). These are officers picked from the local community with a
prior knowledge and understanding of the terrain of the area. These officers were armed
by the government with registered government guns and ammunitions. Anytime there
were any raids, the KPR were the first and reliable responders. Along the lowland, there
were very many cases of successful repulsion of raiders by the KPR in Arabal, Kinyach

and Ayatya areas among other places. However, there were instances of misuse of
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firearms by the officers and some leasing their guns to raiders and getting paid by them.
This contributed to the disbandment of the KPR. The local population was left exposed
and the attacks by the raiders intensified as they knew the police officers deployed in the

Lowland were not as conversant with the terrain as they were.

Eaton (2008) affirms that the cattle raiders are masters of their terrains and require an
equal force to stop them. According to the County Commissioner Baringo, Sang’alo
Kutwa (Ol., 20.09.2023) there are about ninety-three (93) National Police Reservists
(NPR) who have been trained and deployed across the lowland. These officers are drawn
from the Tugen and Il Chamus communities as they are the ones that are mostly affected
by the raids. He further asserts that the NPR are expected to help the security officers in
the lowland to curb the cattle rustling menace and enable the government to carry out
development activities as planned. The NPR also assists in real time intelligence
gathering and they relay the information to the responsible authorities whom if well-
coordinated can assist in bringing down the cattle rustling menace in the lowland.
Members of the FGDs in Loruk and Kinyach observed that the NPR ought to be
commanded from one point for better coordination and also to avoid suspicion of being

misused by politicians for their selfish political gains.

4.5.5. Demarcation, Titling and Urban Development

One of the main cause of banditry and cattle rustling as earlier indicated is fight for
extension of land territory and boundaries on the untitled lands. The relative peace that
would be enjoyed in the lowland has been curtailed because of conflicts over who owns
what and to what extent. There is no proper or clear demarcation done on the boundaries

of the lowland. The Highland parts of Baringo County have had their lands demarcated

224



and titled with most of the areas done in the period 1980 and 1995 (Kandagor, 2010).
Kiptui (2021) further observes that the lowland still has its lands under communal
ownership with no proper documentation to prove ownership. They are all still lumped up
under Group Ranches and the individuals occupying the lands have no rights to sell the
parcels. According to the FGDs, since the area is always in constant cattle raids and
banditry disturbances, there is almost no land with titles or proper allocation letters in the
entire lowland. The centers in the boundary are the ones that are more affected. Samson
Krop (Ol., 24.09.2023), the ward administrator Tirioko ward, observed that there are no
titles in his ward as well as the neighbouring wards in Tiaty East. The only boundaries
they rely on are the ones which were shown to them by their elders and these are subject
to manipulation most of the time. He confirms that in most cases disputes arise due to

ownership as clans fight over the lands.

Krop further observed that, if there were proper land demarcation in the lowland, the
people would be at ease and at times even be able to sell their land at a good price or even
develop them knowing very well that they have full ownership of the land. To him, there
is no guarantee of land ownership and the raiders and cattle rustlers still roam around
without any regard for property as there is no definite ownership. Loruk, Kinyach,
Mukutani and some other few centers which are at the border have double allocation of
plots. These centers are at the border as earlier noted and the MCAs of these centers need
to agree on a proper way of sharing the plots so as to end the double allocation. The claim
on the centers by the two Sub-Counties of Baringo North against the one of Tiaty will
end if proper demarcation is done. The Assistant County Commissioner Saimo Soi,

Jimmy Kemboi (Ol., 12.09.2023) also notes that, with a proper physical planning
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schedule of the centers, they will grow even to be towns and facilities will be brought
near to the local inhabitants. This will in turn make the area more productive and the

cattle raids and banditry will slowly come to an end.

It was also established that, some centers have more than one center committee
overseeing it. This is largely because being border centers all the communities want a
share. In Loruk center for example, the center has two committees one from Tugen and
the other for the Pokot. It pits the Baringo South Sub-County against the Tiaty Sub-
County administration. This has hindered provision of basic services like sanitation as
each group blames the other for not being responsible. Given that this center hosts one of
the largest livestock market in the lowland, the government loses a lot of revenue because
of such misdeeds. There have been incidences for example in Loruk in 2021 when the
Lake Baringo water levels rose displacing the center from where the initial auction was to
the higher grounds which seemed to go deeper into Tiaty area and the plot owners in the
center clashed bitterly. The FGD members claimed that this was not addressed
exhaustively and the inhabitants still live in fear of retaliation anytime from the ones that
feel aggrieved. Whenever there is a market day set aside, the cattle raiders have a field
day as responsible cattle inspectors who would have deterred stolen cattle from the
markets are not as efficient as they should be in a proper market. It is thus observed that,
with a proper committee in place, issues like building of the market, collection of litter,
building of toilets, enforcement of county government bylaws, and opening of feeder
roads in the market area as well as proper physical planning of the border markets would

have been done in an organized and smooth way.
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According to the FGDs in Kinyach and Loruk and canvassed also by the ACC of Saimo
Soi, Jimmy Kemboi, the constant raids experienced around the lowlands are also fueled
by the business people who have settled in these centers. They always fund the raids with
intent of making the herders sell their cattle at throw away prices. They claim that, these
traders are well aware that, anytime there are reported cases of raids, the prices of cattle
and goats plummet as herders prefer to sell their livestock before they are forcibly taken
away from them. So, according to the local people, these traders who come from the
Pokot, Tugen and even Somali communities are to blame for the constant raids to a great
extent too. They also buy land in the centers and tend to cause more chaos while they live

in large towns like Kabarnet, Nakuru and Marigat with their families.

4.5.6. Displacement of Populations

In almost all cases when a raid or cattle rustling episode is reported, there occurs mass
displacement of people from their area of occupation (Nhema et al., 2008). As earlier
observed, the areas of Mukutani, Loruk, Kinyach, Kositei, Chepkewel, Arabal and many
others along the lowland area always displaced whenever there are cattle raids. People
flee away from the areas because of the scorched earth policy used on them by the raiders
whenever it happens (Mwangi, 2006). It is reported that Eldume area in Il Chamus and
Barbarchun area in Baringo North hosts Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who were
displaced by the raids (Ngwiri, 2023, April 15, Saturday Nation). Kirui and Mwaruvie
(2012) elaborates that whenever a raid occurs and people are displaced then they
establish a camp. That IDP camp will rarely be closed because any time an attack
happens; people will just rush to the camp. This is the case with the local population of

the lowland. They have set the camp in more than ten (10) times and they rarely close the
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sites. The oral informants paint a picture of complete surrender by the local inhabitants
whenever there is a raid. They claim that the bandits ambush them and force them to flee
the area without any material property. In some instances, they kill the children and
women who are unable to run away as well as the elderly so as to serve as a lesson to

anyone who wants to resist and be left behind.

Whenever the national and county governments want to close down the IDPs camps and
relocate people back to their homes, they are always reluctant as they know the raiders
will hit again (Kirui & Mwaruvie, 2012). In some instances, among the lowland
communities, they are true to it and the raiders’ return with a lot of force making the local
people lose faith in the government. The Pokot raiders hit at Arabal area just some few
days after resettlement by the area Member of Parliament, the Sub-County security team
and the county government team and the local inhabitants were largely affected. They
lost their property and some of them even lost their lives in the attack. The local
inhabitants were devastated and many of them decided to look for alternative lands to
settle after the ordeal. The cattle herders are reported to go back to their homeland after
the rainy season begins leaving the invaded lands. This gives the local people a false hope
of surrender by the herders. But immediately after some months of drought in their area
and diminishing of grass, the Pokot herders return to the Arabal, Kapindasum,
Chepkewel and Ngaria areas to graze their cattle. This obviously, leads to confrontation
and eventual to displacement of the local population. This cycle is repeated again after
some years and the local people do not have time to live and enjoy their ancestral

homeland.
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It was also clear from the Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) that the local population
cannot be able to establish anything substantial in the area because they will be destroyed
by the intruders after some few months. In some instances, maize flour threshing
machines in Mukutani were destroyed by the herders who invaded the area, (Koech.,
2023, February 2, Saturday Nation). Good irrigation channels in the lowland were also
destroyed and attempts to rebuild them were thwarted after some months too. The
residents claim that it seems the herders do not want to see any positive development
which is permanent in the area as they know that would prevent them from returning next
time to graze their cattle. It is noted that the constant displacements disrupt the lifestyle of

the occupants of the lowland which discourages sedentary life in the valley.

4.5.7. Roads and Infrastructure

The Baringo Lowland as earlier observed is wide, rugged and vast. The arid and semi-
arid area has some road network that opens it up for trade. It is noted that there are
several attempts at making the area accessible and many more efforts are needed. The
road network in the lowland is not so well developed and connected and this gives the
raiders the advantage of ambushing the security officers whenever they want to counter
them. According to FGDs in Loruk and Kinyach, there have been many cattle rustling
incidences that take place in the border and when the raiders are pursued, they take
advantage of the poor roads. On the other hand, the raiders are well versed with the
terrain of the area and end up outmaneuvering the security officers who only depend on

the main roads.

Baringo lowland as earlier noted has two main roads that are tarmacked while the others

are murrum roads that are all weather roads but in need of proper maintenance. Marigat-
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Nginyang-Chemolingot road and Oinobmoi to Barwessa road are the only roads that are
tarmacked across the lowland. According to Bernard Tonui the Assistant County
Commissioner Barwessa (Bernard Tonui, Ol., 16.09.2023), there are roads that are
important in the area and need keen emphasis on maintenance for the county to be
opened up and make it competitive as the other counties. He avers that if the main roads
would have been fully tarmacked, arresting and ending the cattle rustling menace would
be easy and achievable. He claims that in most instances, the raids being conducted in the
lowland and specifically at the border are possible because the road access is limited and
the raiders take advantage of the situation to trek and split the cattle before assembling

them together in the interior of Pokotland which is peaceful and conducive for them.

Tonui further argues that the tarmacking of the two main roads has helped in minimizing
the raids in the areas where the roads pass through. The cattle raiders avoid the two main
roads and get to the interior of the borders between the roads since they are assured of
their activities going on undeterred most of the times. To the respondents and supported
by the FGDs members, if the government would have tarmacked more roads across the
lowland, the area would be opened up and better placed to fight the banditry menace and
the local inhabitants would enjoy their peace and development of the area achieved.
Lomiriti Loper (Ol., 20.08.2023) points out that the tarmacking of the road between
Marigat and Nginyang’ is a close testimony of how the transport sector has changed and
the security of the area improved so much. He avers that before the road was tarmacked
and expanded in 2003 from Loruk to Nginyang, they had difficulties whenever they
wanted to travel. He claims that the vehicles plying the route first were very few.

Catholic mission vehicles at Barpello were the main users of the road and they usually
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operated once per week. The vehicle would carry lots of luggage for them and often they
would miss a lot. Then came the police officers and the inhabitants of the area would
hitch a ride on the lorries. The trucks were always overloaded and there are incidences of
accidents occurring and the locals were always affected (Matara., 2016, June 22,

Wednesday Daily Nation)

Sang’alo Kutwa (OI., 20.09.2023) further elaborates that in 2007, there was an incident in
Nginyang’ National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB) where the herders attacked the
government lorries that were supplying relief food. The police station at Ng’inyang was
overwhelmed and had to request for reinforcement from Nakuru and Kabarnet. The fact
that the Loruk to Ng’inyang road is tarmacked helped saved the situation as the
reinforcement officers were able to arrive within four (4) hours. If the case was in Amaya
or the border in Kapindasum or Ayatya where the roads are still in worse condition, the
officers would have been completely overrun by the bandits. Loper (Ol., 20.08.2023)
further posited that the tarmac road has helped the local inhabitants so much and wishes
more roads would be opened up. He asserted that, the 2007 incident was the last one in
which bandits attempted to attack a police station or the NCPB in Ng’inyang because
they realized that with a good road network it would be an attempt in futility trying to run

down an area as reinforcements would come faster.

Most security agencies in the lowland are hampered in their operations by the poor state
of the infrastructure. The roads are so poor that even with armored vehicles and four-
wheel drive vehicles one still needs to use motorbikes or even trek in the lowland.
According to a number member of the FGDs in Kinyach and Loruk, there are several

roads which they feel if tarmacked, will contribute so much towards ending the menace
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in the lowland. A road like: Barwessa- Kolowa- Ngoron- Lomut and Chemolingot-
Kapedo- Lokori- Lokichar as well as Loruk- Tangulbei- Muggie if tarmacked will have
completely opened up the lowland with constant raids. These roads when finally
tarmacked will make it impossible for the raiders to raid anywhere and go scot free.

These roads cut across the lowland and bring the whole area in control.

It is also noted from the research carried out that there are attempts to upgrade and open
other roads in the border. The Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) engineering team has in
collaboration with the county government of Baringo made advances in dozing and
grading some roads in the interior. Kolowa- Kapau- Kapedo is currently a murrum road
which covers a long distance but not in good state. If upgraded to bitumen standard it will
cover the route that cattle rustlers take advantage of in transporting stolen cattle and
security officers will be able to offer patrol drives easily and counter the raiders with a
good response time. There are also other security and access roads that need to be
maintained and put in good shape for the local inhabitants to experience peace in the area.
Definitely, if peace can be maintained people would begin to engage in better income
generating activities. As earlier identified, the lowland of Baringo can be a very good
irrigation farmland but with the cattle raids and bad roads, this has not been achieved yet.
Roads like: Amaya to Akwichatis, Nasur to Lochokia, Kadokoi- Paka- Silale, Nginyang’-
Chemoril- Naudo- Silale and Bartabwa to Chemolingot are the ones that need to be
focused on and maintained well. They cut across the lowland covering the border of the
three communities and with them being in good condition, any raids will be repulsed with

speed.
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These roads can also lead to rivers with good building sand which can be utilized for
affordable housing among other government related projects. Lorries can ferry sand from
the rivers to towns like Marigat, Kabartonjo, Kabarnet and Barwessa in the lowland with
ease. These roads will not only act as security roads but also as agents of development.
The roads will enhance better business; open up the lowland for settlement and growth.
These development activities are hampered by raids at the moment and if steps are taken
will make the economy robust and the county and national government will be able to
collect more revenue and this will be cascaded back to the lowland in terms of

development projects.

Joseph Chemitei (Ol., 10.08.2023), the chief of Sibilo area, argues that whenever there is
a cattle raid, the officers are hesitant to offer assistance since the roads are so poor and
the attackers choose to attack in the evenings when they know that it is easy to lay
ambush and attack the officers. He further notes that if there was a way the officers
would blend their vehicles and avoid using the white land cruisers which the bandits
mark and make them easy target, at least operations would be okay and faster. The chief
contends that in most cases the attackers take advantage of the bad roads, the marking of
the security vehicles and always attack at night. Wherever the security officers want to
use drones in tracking and tracing the cattle raiders, it is dark and not possible for them.
He thus observes that if the roads are opened, the drones will come in handy and the
attackers will be easily apprehended and development in the lowland will be achieved at
a better rate. It is thus noted that, if the several raised issues would be tackled, the
banditry and cattle rustling cases would be ended and the lowland would be made a

secure, peaceful and conducive environment for all the inhabitants.
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4.6 Summary

In the first objective, the historical causes of cattle rustling; which later transformed to
banditry have been elaborated. Population pressure which has been experienced in the
Lowland has been cited as one of the causes. Population pressure has led to conflicts
among the communities living in the lowland. Meanwhile, the presence of government
was still not adequately felt to address the problem since there were still very few
government structures in place. The headquarters of the county was relocated several
times from the shores of Lake Baringo in a place known as Lominange to Arabal which
proved to be far away into the interior and disconnected then back to Mukutani in the Il
Chamus dominated area. Mukutani proved to be a dry area with poor structures to host
the headquarters. At the same time, the other communities of Pokot and Tugen felt as if
the 1l Chamus were taking advantage of the location of the headquarters to influence the
administrators to act to their advantage and favour always. As a result, the headquarters
of Baringo was moved to Kabarnet in the highlands in 1914 where it has continued to
serve the Lowland since then. Issues of cattle raids increased and many were unresolved
since the security officers were far away and their command as well as response was slow

and unreliable.

Furthermore, the traditions and cultures of the communities in the Lowland contributed
so much to the cattle raids and banditry between the inhabitants in the border shared by
the three communities. Cattle and goat keeping as well as small scale sheep rearing are
the mainstay of these communities. Their lives revolved around livestock which they held
so dear to their hearts. Large heaps of cow dung signified one’s wealth and they derived

prestige in that. In case a disaster strikes the community, either natural or man-made and
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the dung heaps diminished, raids had to be organized for replenishing. Mothers and
brides also encouraged the youth to engage in cattle raids by singing songs of praise to
those who successfully raided and cajoling those who refused to take part in cattle
rustling. These raided livestock were used in payment of dowry which was a must before
one takes in someone’s daughter as wife. Most of the parents from these communities
demanded large number of livestock for dowry and this necessitated the youth to engage
in cattle raids for the livestock to be used as bride price. Droughts, diseases and internal
disagreements in the communities in the Lowland also lead to cattle raids and banditry as
they try to come up with a way of replenishing their stocks after the disaster. Moreover,
expansionism and change of boundaries by the communities bordering each other in the
Lowland contributes to banditry as the herders try to look for extra space to herd their
livestock during seasons of drought. This also leads to competition for the scarce
resources at the border which are diminishing. This leads to violent encounters. These
encounters are also fanned by the proliferation of small arms from the neighbouring
countries with unstable governments. These attacks as well as counter attacks are in the
upsurge because of the availability of these arms. Where banditry attacks and cattle raids
constantly happen, there are wildlife conservancies that have been set up in the area.
These conservancies are noted to be used to drive away the inhabitants violently paving
way for the conservancies. Thus, the inhabitants in the past engaged in cattle raids for
replenishing, then changed to customary needs for dowry and contemporarily for

expansionism which has been elaborately substantiated.

It is quite elaborated in the second objective that there were several changes in tactics and

weapons used in the Lowland for cattle raids and banditry. These changes are
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demonstrated to have begun in the 1970s coming forward due to the instability in the
neighbouring countries of Somalia, Sudan, Uganda and Ethiopia which allowed civilians
to hold illegal arms and this infiltrated to Kenya and to a large extent the communities of
Lowland. The rudimentary weapons that were used in the past were relegated to
ceremonial regalia while guns and bullets took up the main role. Elder’s advice which
was initially sought before raids were discarded and elements of solo raids and banditry
took an upward trajectory. Roads were opened up and motorbikes introduced to the trade
and this has led to an upsurge of cattle raids and banditry in the Lowland. It was also
noted that politicians provided protection to the suspected raiders arrested and it took a
political turn almost anytime arrests were made and thus the perpetrators became
emboldened knowing they had God fathers for protection after raids. The bandits and
cattle rustlers were identified to share the loot with politicians and business people and
thus acting with impunity, killing women and children knowing that they are protected

and will not be brought to book.

The third objective clearly illustrates the impact of the cattle rustling and banditry in the
development of the Lowland. It brings out the several problems that affect the inhabitants
of the Lowland as compared to the other parts of the County and country at large. Sectors
of the economy that would have assisted in growth of the county but have borne the brunt
of the banditry. These issues cut across the communities in the Lowland and affects them
all regardless of the boundaries which are defined. These are positive and negative
reactions that occur in the areas affected. Tourism which is a key pillar in the growth of
the county has been adversely affected due to the many reported cases of banditry and

cattle rustling in the Lowland. Hospitality industry is crippled due to the raids and this
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has been canvassed well in this sub-section. Due to the many raids and counter attacks,
the lowland has witnessed many learning institutions closed or destroyed by the bandits.
Schools that were established in the colonial periods and others recently in the Lowland
have been destroyed by the suspected bandits and these schools fall at the border mostly
and ought to have been shared by all the communities. These schools would have helped
to make many pupils and students gain education cheaply but they are now compelled to

acquire the same from a far place making it more expensive.

Furthermore, as the raids escalate, displacement of the inhabitants from their ancestral
homelands also happened. IDPs are created in their own homeland and this has been
elaborated in this objective. There are instances of destruction and looting of market
places both in Pokot and Tugen lands during bandit attacks and this has been well
articulated in this sub-section too. It is also noted that the prices of land in the banditry
prone areas depreciated as investors shied away from the insecurity prone area and this
has destabilized the economy of the Lowland. In this sub-section also, there are reports of
killing of women and children; a trend which came up after the advancement of weapons
and this was adequately articulated. In an attempt to bring to an end all these issues of
insecurity and disruption of economic growth, there have been so many peace-seeking
meetings but the results are not felt. These meetings have been analyzed and suggestions

presented on how to actualize the sittings and make an impact on the Lowland.

Lastly, the final objective, has clearly elaborated how cattle rustling and banditry has
brought about challenges and opportunities for sustainable growth in the Lowland of
Baringo. The perennial conflict witnessed in the Lowland has led to the destruction of

schools. The National government through KDF has tried to rebuild many schools in the

237



border and invited communities to settle back in their homelands and utilize the schools
hoping for sustainable peace to be achieved in the area. The County government, on the
other hand, has also build two ECDE classrooms in every ward in an attempt to force
parents to take children to school and avoid making them join banditry at a young age. It
is clearly articulated too on how new schools are being initiated by donors who comprise
of churches and NGOs in these areas that did not have learning institutions in the recent

past like Akoret in Tiaty Sub-county.

Food security in the lowland can be achieved through irrigation farming and provision of
clean safe drinking water for domestic and livestock use in the Lowland. This is because
the rain-fed agriculture is not so sustainable as compared to irrigation and this has been
illustrated well in this sub-section together with the attempts made by the county
government to mitigate the shortage of food experienced in the area of study.
Improvement of transport and communication is also well captured and explained in the
sub-section with the emphasis on the importance of erection of several masts being
brought out clearly. In the same breath, disarmament has been discussed and its
effectiveness in eradicating cattle rustling and banditry. Moreover, the introduction of
NPR has been discussed and their contribution in ending the banditry and cattle rustling

menace in the area.

As a suggestion to providing a long lasting solution to the cattle rustling and banditry
menace, demarcation, titling and urban development in the Lowland has also been
discussed. It is suggested that a clear demarcation of boundaries will make many bandits
to stick to their defined farms and engage in alternative sources of livelihoods instead of

cattle rustling and banditry. Finally, the displacement of populations from their homes
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has been discussed and a better way of dealing with IDPs elaborated in this sub-section.
Improvement of roads to bitumen standards as well as returning people to their
homelands have been discussed as possible ways of ensuring that proper security is
provided to the inhabitants of the Lowland. Although the government’s effort to end the
menace of cattle rustling and banditry seems to be elusive, it is hoped that normalcy will

slowly be restored in Lowland.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Overview

This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, and recommendations of the study’s key
findings. Cattle rustling and banditry in the lowland of Baringo County has been an
endemic problem. The lowland has experienced more years of conflict as compared to the
years it has enjoyed relevant calm. These raids have disrupted the planned flow of
development activities in the lowland either spearheaded by the National government,
County government or NGOs. The impact of cattle rustling and banditry in the growth of

the lowland is palpable and the menace seems to be elusive.

5.2 Summary of the Findings

The first objective sought to trace the historical origin of banditry and cattle rustling in
Baringo County. From this objective, it is quite clear that the settlement of the lowland by
the communities marked the beginning of the perennial attacks on their neighbours albeit
for replenishing purposes. The Pokot youth came with their herds down from Churo,
Paka and Silale hills and settled in the lowland. At the same period, around 1900 to
1914, the Tugen youth left their elderly in the Tugen hills and joined the Pokot in the
lowland which had abundant pasture and water. They found their Il Chamus counterparts
already settled around the shores of Lake Baringo and primarily practising fishing and
small scale livestock keeping. The settlement pattern and pressure exerted by their arrival

is clearly elaborated in this sub-section.

The rise in population in the lowland following the arrival of the Pokot and Tugen youth

with their large stocks exerted pressure on the diminishing natural resources. This led to
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constant conflicts between these communities. Kipnukie/ Kipnyigeu era of 1904 to 1917
marked a better season as there were abundant rains and pasture hence peace was
paramount among the neighbours. The archival sources point to a season when relative
calm was experienced as opposed to the following years when conflicts arose among the
communities in the lowland. Lack of proper government structures and its presence not
being felt is also canvassed. This prompted the colonial government to relocate its
headquarters severally. The administration was struggling to make itself felt and moved
from Lominiange in the shores of Lake Baringo to Arabal then Mukutani and finally to
Kabarnet. It was observed that these relocations were necessitated by the increased
insecurity challenges which included cattle raids and the available police officers were

looking for a central place to set base in order to respond to the outcry in good time.

On the other hand, traditions and cultures of the communities contributed to the menace
of cattle raids and banditry in the lowland. The men who were heads of families had a
culture of keeping a heap of cow dung as a status symbol in the community. They would
ensure a large number of livestock was kept for one to own a large heap of dung and be
recognized in the community. It was established that when one died, they were buried
beneath the livestock’s heap of dung as a sign of respect and the heap was kept for some
years after the owner’s death. Mothers and brides sang songs of praise to their sons and
bridegrooms respectively. They encouraged them to raid from their neighbours for bride
wealth and for their mothers to milk and those who did not partake in the raids were
ridiculed. It was also observed that livestock had a central place in the lives of pastoral
communities. Everything the communities did revolved around livestock and their

products. From their food, bride wealth, clothing, ceremonies, sacrifices among other
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activities were all dependent on livestock. This constant demand for livestock forced the

communities to engage in raids so as to meet the demand.

Natural calamities like drought, diseases and internal disagreements would take place
among the communities and would lead to many loses. Lack of clear administrative
boundaries and expansionism are among the major causes of the constant conflicts
witnessed in the area. Some of the communities engaged in raids as a way of looking for
more grazing land. This was exacerbated by the stiff competition for pasture and water.
This resulted into the warring nature among the communities in the lowland. From the
1970s, there have been several cases of disturbed states amongst the neighboring states of
Kenya like the Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia and Uganda. These states have many illicit arms
among the civilians which find their way to the lowland resulting to the constant fights
among the communities as they become available, precise and accurate. Another
phenomenon is the rise of purported wildlife conservancies which were observed to be
harbouring expansion tendencies and displacement of local inhabitants to accommodate
them for wild game hunt. Thus, this becomes the genesis of the continuous animosity
between the neighbouring communities in the lowland with other causes being so

contemporary.

The second objective aimed at examining the changing nature of cattle rustling and
banditry in Baringo County from the 1970s.From this objective, it was clear that there
were several changes that happened in the lowland and have had an impact since then.
The dependency on rudimentary traditional weapons for raids changed from the 1970s
because the raiders acquired sophisticated and modern weapons for cattle raiding and

banditry which increased their chances of successful raids. The introduction of AK 47
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and G3 guns coupled with availability of sufficient ammunitions gained prominence in
the lowland as Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia had internal strives. The 1979 Moroto
Barracks attack in Uganda also flooded the area with guns and ammunition. The gun
routes were precisely mapped here and its effects on the raids also elaborated. The advent
of solo raids as opposed to community organized raids is clearly elaborated and the
reason for its rise from the 1970s. It is also noted that at this period, the modes of
transport were advanced. Roads were murrumed and others opened up. This period also
saw the introduction of vehicles and boats in Lake Baringo. These modes of transport
facilitated easier movement of raided cattle. They were also utilized by the bandits in
transporting their spies before executing an attack. In the later years, motorbikes were
introduced and this proved to be a fast means of transport and camouflage for the raiders

in the lowland who are also used to the poor terrain.

The introduction of the mobile technology in the lowland opened up the area for easy
communication that proved both advantageous to the government agencies and
disadvantageous too as the raiders used it to plan, organize and execute cattle raids with
ease. The raiders would be informed of where to pass through or where not to as they
evaded the security agencies. It was also observed that the perpetrators were in many
situations protected from the law by politicians after being caught in the act. These
politicians embolden the perpetrators to continue terrorizing the local inhabitants quite
aware that nothing will be done to them. The elders who used to have great say before
any attack was undertaken are also viewed to lose that authority quickly and that is well

elaborated in this section.
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The third objective sought to assess the role of banditry and cattle rustling to the
development of Baringo County. It was clearly explained on how the menace has
impacted on the positive and negative development of the lowland of Baringo. There are
those projects that were planned to be implemented in the lowland but due to insecurity,
they have been halted or abandoned. Then there are those projects that have been
established in the lowland as a result of the menace. Cattle rustling and banditry is thus a
two- edged sword. Tourism which was supposed to be one major investment and revenue
earner for the county given the many tourist attraction sites has borne the brunt of the
raids and thus has not performed as was supposed to be. This has been explained well in
this sub-section. There are reported cases of schools closed down and others razed down
by the bandits. This has resulted in poor performance by these schools in the lowland;
and especially at the border due to the rampant cases of raids and cattle rustling reported
in the area. Cases of bandits misusing school structures and converting them to their halls
of residence have been noted. There are also cases of displacement of people from their
ancestral homes. IDP camps where there were none have been created due to the cases of
cattle raids which have resulted in displacement of the local inhabitants. There are also
reports of raiders looting and destroying markets which have been established by
individuals and the county government along the border. These cases have been captured

well and explained as to why the raiders destroy the markets.

As a result of the constant raids being reported in the print and broadcast media, the
prices of land in the lowland have depreciated so much. Investors shy away from
investing in the lowland as they fear attacks or loss of their property to the raiders while

others observe that a return on investment is not guaranteed. An assessment on the many
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unending peace-seeking meetings by the government and NGOs in hotels and caravans
have also been assessed. The meetings seem to increase as the raids rise. However, the

end the results have not been felt by the affected inhabitants of the lowland.

Finally, the last objective analysed the challenges and opportunities for sustainable peace
in Baringo. It reveals that although peace in the lowland has been elusive, there are many
opportunities that have been achieved in a way in the area of study. As a measure of
trying to curb the banditry and cattle rustling menace in the lowland, there are several
schools which are being rebuild and restored to habitable status by the government
through KDF officers. ECDE schools are also being constructed by county government at
the border areas so as to force parents to take their children to school and cut off the
supply of bandits in the bushes. New secondary schools have also been established in
areas perceived to be cattle rustling routes so as to put to an end the menace. Baringo
lowland has always experienced water shortage since the area is dry. However, there are
several attempts to build wells, boreholes and dams. There are also attempts to improve
provision of clean and safe drinking water for the local inhabitants despite attacks by the
raiders and subsequent destruction of installed borehole equipment. There have also been
attempts to introduce irrigation farming to help supplement rain fed agriculture in the
lowland as an alternative source of livelihood to help alleviate food insecurity and

scarcity among the locals.

In the past, communication along the lowland was not guaranteed as the mobile network
was limited hence the bandits would not be monitored easily. There have been attempts
to increase the coverage by installing more communication masts and this has been

adequately captured in this part. A disarmament exercise was carried out on the Pokot
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community in 1982 to 1985 and this brought relative calm for some years before they
restocked again. The effects of the disarmament and introduction of NPR officers across
the communities in the lowland has been adequately covered. In the same breath, the
demarcation, titling and urban development undertaken in some of the lowland areas has
been captured and one hopes that these exercises are extended across the lowland as they

will help to completely curb the menace of banditry and cattle rustling.

It was also noted considerably that there have been cases of many displacements of
populations on the lowland as a result of banditry. These displacements have intensified
to as the bandits now target women and children instead of cattle. It was observed that
IDP camps have remained in place for some years and the locals have despaired going
back to their lands as they are always attacked despite the personnel presence in the
lowland. The government has also evidently begun opening up of security roads and
upgrading them to bitumen standards at the border of the communities. Although this is
met with resistance by the raiders, the government is relentless in its resolve to open up
the lowland. It is clearly observed that if the roads are adequately opened up, the cattle
rustling and banditry menace will be curbed since there will be ease of movement by the

security personnel.

5.3 Conclusions

Cattle rustling and banditry in the lowland has been an endemic problem. This menace
has affected almost all the generations that have occupied this lowland from the period
they settled in the area. It is noted that the increase in population in the lowland correlates
with the increase cases of cattle raids and banditry. The reasons or causes for the raids in

the lowland are diverse. There are those that are man-made while others are natural.
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These causes lead to the local inhabitants of the lowland trying to replenish their stocks.
The replenishing act is accompanied by a trail of loses since the raided community will
often resist and later retaliate. The retaliatory attacks will lead to more losses of lives and
property as well as displacement and the cycle continues after that. Neighbours who share
a border in the lowland are turned against each other as they try to replenish their stocks.
Cattle rustling in the past were purely for payment of dowry but with time, it has
transformed into banditry as the communities have commercialized the whole exercise.
An observation was made that with time, the local inhabitants turned even against
themselves and secretly spied on their own as they colluded with the raiders and later

shared the loot after selling their livestock.

Insecurity arising from the cattle raids and banditry attacks reported in the lowland has
also scared away investors from investing in the area. Many hotels scaled down their
operations and tourism which had been the mainstay of the lowland has been on a sharp
decline. Both print and broadcast media make it worse by always giving negative reports
about the lowland. If one incident happens, they extrapolate the whole issue and report
the negative part making it so popular instead of advancing a positive narrative about the

lowland which exists.

Elders in the communities held revered position among the youth and their parents. They
were consulted first before any undertaking was performed. Elders are reported to begin
to lose their relevance in the community as the youth acquired lethal weapons. They now
use phones and motorbikes to access their neighbours’ livestock and market their loot
with ease. It was noted from the several informants that the youth prefer solo raids since

it involved a shorter chain of command and the loot is shared between a few individuals
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hence maximum profit. It is a pity that these raids leave a trail of deaths as the youthful
raiders shoot indiscriminately at women, the elderly, and children. Had the elders been
involved, they would be able to beseech them not to harm women and children as was the

case in the past.

The county and national government’s intervention on this menace is lauded although
this has not been felt by the inhabitants. Many lives and property are lost due to those
banditry attacks and raids. The local inhabitants at some point are reported to point out to
some possible culprits but they are eventually protected from prosecution by politicians.
This emboldens them and makes them to attack again and with vigor as compared to the
other periods since they are well aware that the government will not catch up with them.
Thus, it is upon the government to assist in nabbing these perpetrators, prosecuting them
and making them pay dearly so as to dissuade the others from joining these banditry
bandwagons. Schools as earlier noted should also be increased in the lowland and most of
them converted to boarding facilities and with a small supply of youth to the bushes. As a
result, the menace will diminish and people will seek alternative means of livelihood like

irrigation since there is a high agricultural potential in the lowland.

5.4 Recommendations for further reseach

It is recommended that both the national and county governments should embark on
sensitizing the local inhabitants of the lowland on the importance of taking their children
to school, convert most of the primary schools at the border area to boarding facilities so
as to ensure that pastoral children attend school and construct more schools in the
lowland and at the border. With many schools constructed at the border, security

installations will be put in place and roads as well as clean water will also be facilitated
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and children from Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus will mix and begin to appreciate each
other. With such interventions in place, the lowland will turn to be productive hub and
the incitement cases by politicians will tone down and the marginalization tag will also be

a thing of the past. As a result, peace in the lowland will finally be realized

This study engaged with knowledge produced by the local inhabitants and security
agencies in the lowland with a view of trying to understand why the menace still persists
despite the governments’ intervention. There is still a knowledge gap on the new actors
who have waded themselves in the conflict; and especially those who emphasize on the
need for conservancies in the area and the possibility of a disarmament exercise across all
the communities in the area and its resultant impact. Further research needs to be done
on; the role of these new entrants as most informants kept on talking of the presence of a
white helicopter in the lowland which whenever it is sighted the following day the local
inhabitants are attacked in a serious way; The link between introduction of conservancies,
the players in this sector and the banditry attacks in the lowland requires further research
and urgent attention. The idea of a disarmament of the communities in the lowland also
needs to be checked into and considered by the government after a careful assessment of
its impact, viability and the long term benefits of the exercise as was in the Pokot
disarmament of 1982 to 1985. It is also noted that the commercialization of cattle rustling
and banditry needs to be researched on further to find out the main culprits behind the
whole chain and come out with a clear recommendation on how to bring them to book

and end the menace in the lowland.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR THE YOUTH

My name is Symon Barkachai Keitany. | am a postgraduate student at Karatina
University currently conducting a research on, “THE BANDIT ECONOMY:
ASSESSING CATTLE RUSTLING’S ROLE IN BARINGO COUNTY’S
INSECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT, 1900-2020” You have been selected by the
researcher as the respondent in the study, kindly answer the following questions to enable
me complete my study. | undertake to treat any information you provide in strict

confidence and it shall be used strictly for academic purposes.

Name Age/Age group
Sex Occupation
Place of residence Date of interview

This list will be administered to the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus warriors or youth
in the Lowlands.

1. Have you ever heard of a case of cattle rustling in your home area?

2. If yes, when was the first time and the last incident you heard?

3. What happens when there are cases of cattle raids reported in your area?

4. Have you ever participated in any cattle raids?

5. s there anyone you know in person who has participated in banditry and cattle

rustling?
6. How are they fairing on now?

7. Which community do you perceive to be the aggressor any time a raid happens?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Who helps to recover cattle when there are raids in your area?

How successful are they?

When cattle raids happen, are there cases of deaths reported?

How does the society view the youth that participate in raids and come back?
Avre there any ceremonies performed to warriors before raids take place?

If yes, who perform them?

In your community is there a taboo against cattle rustling or banditry?

Avre cattle rustling and banditry encouraged or frowned at?

Is there any incident you have witnessed of solo-raids in your community?
How many security/ peace keeping meetings have you attended?

If any, what happens in those meetings and do you see them working?
Anytime some youth reform and leave cattle rustling, how do the community per-
ceive of them?

Are they readmitted or chased away?

Do you know of any NGOs in this area?

Who runs them?

What do they do in the area to stop banditry?

Do you have cattle of your own?

Are they in this area or elsewhere to hide them from bandits?

Between those youths that are educated and those that did not go to school who
are prone to join the cattle rustling and banditry?

Which types of weapons do the bandits use during their raids?
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28. When cattle are driven away, which means do the bandits use? Vehicles, Lorries
or trekking?

29. Who funds these cattle raids in the community?

30. Who pays the bonds and fines that the arrested bandits are given to be released
from police custody?

31. Who are the major beneficiaries of these cattle raids in Baringo?

32. Is there any other issue you feel like we have not discussed in this interview?
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APPENDIX I1: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR THE ELDERS (WAZEE)

My name is Symon Barkachai Keitany. | am a postgraduate student at Karatina
University currently conducting a research on, “THE BANDIT ECONOMY:
ASSESSING CATTLE RUSTLING’S ROLE IN BARINGO COUNTY’S
INSECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT, 1900-2020” You have been selected by the
researcher as the respondent in the study, kindly answer the following questions to enable
me complete my study. | undertake to treat any information you provide in strict

confidence and it shall be used strictly for academic purposes.

Name Age/Age group
Sex Occupation
Place of residence Date of interview

This list of sample questions will be administered to the Pokot, Tugen and Il

Chamus warriors or youth in the Lowlands.

1. How was your life in the Valley/ Lowland during the pre-colonial and colonial
period?

2. How was life like when growing up in the Lowland?

3. Were there instances of cattle raids in the Lowlands?

4. If so, who were the main participants?

5. What necessitated cattle raids in the past?

6. Were the objectives in 5 achieved?

7. Who sanctioned cattle raids in the past?

8. Were there blessing meetings before raids?
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9. Did cattle raids in the past happen spontaneously or were pre-planned?

10.  When did the cases of solo-raids happen?

11.  Were there any cases of lives lost in raids?

12.  Were women and children attacked?

13.  When did it change to women and children being killed for cattle to be
taken?

14.  During initiation and seclusion in the past, were the youth encouraged to
partake in cattle raids?

15.  Were they taken through an oath to raid but never kill?

16.  Which weapons were used then?

17.  Which ones have now been introduced and how effective are they?

18.  When did commercialization of cattle rustling begin?

19.  Who are the chief beneficiaries?

20. Is the government doing enough to provide security in the area?

21. Have you ever lost any cattle to the raiders?

22.  If yes, were the culprits apprehended?

23.  As an elder, have you ever attended any security meeting convened by the
GoK or NGOs in the area?

24.  Why are the meetings not yielding any positive results despite being nu-
merous?

25.  What is your view on ending cattle rustling among these communities?
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APPENDIX Ill: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR NGOs, PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATORS AND COUNTY ADMINISTRATORS

My name is Symon Barkachai Keitany. | am a postgraduate student at Karatina
University currently conducting a research on, “THE BANDIT ECONOMY:
ASSESSING CATTLE RUSTLING’S ROLE IN BARINGO COUNTY’S
INSECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT, 1900-2020” You have been selected by the
researcher as the respondent in the study, kindly answer the following questions to enable
me complete my study. | undertake to treat any information you provide in strict

confidence and it shall be used strictly for academic purposes.

Name Age/Age group
Sex Occupation
Place of residence Date of interview

This list will be administered to the Provincial Administrators and NGOs in the

Lowlands.

1. How long have you served in this community?

2. How has your experience been?

3. What are the main challenges experienced while working in this area?

4. When did the organization you are working for if NGO set base in this area?
5. What are your objectives?

6. Do you see yourself achieving them in this current situation?

7. Are the residents of this Lowland receptive to conflict resolution or how do

they relate with you?
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8. Why are the meetings you constantly organize not yielding positive results?

9. Is there another way of finding solution to this perennial problem?

10. There have been several disarmament promises by the government but
they seem not to work?

11.  How do you plan on them working?

12. What or who prevents them from happening?

13. Is there any appropriate government policy how to deal with this menace?
14. Do you have alternative means of production for these pastoralists apart
from cattle keeping?

15.  Are they taking the offers?

16.  What interventions have you undertaken to end this cattle banditry?

17.  Are they successful?

18. What plans do you have to actualize them?

19.  Which type of weapons do these bandits use?

20.  Where do they source them from?

21.  Who funds them?

22. Is there any other thing you wish to say?
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APPENDIX IV: FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR ELDERS

My name is Symon Barkachai Keitany. | am a postgraduate student at Karatina
University currently conducting a research on, “THE BANDIT ECONOMY:
ASSESSING CATTLE RUSTLING’S ROLE IN BARINGO COUNTY’S
INSECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT, 1900-2020” You have been selected by the
researcher as the respondent in the study, kindly answer the following questions to enable
me complete my study. | undertake to treat any information you provide in strict

confidence and it shall be used strictly for academic purposes.
General Information:

Names of Participants and the Location:

Number of participants in the discussion: [ ]
Gender distribution: Male[ ] ~ Female [ ] Date:
This list of questions will be administered to the Pokot, Tugen and Il Chamus Elders

1. How long have you as a person lived in this area?
2. What is your relationship like with the neighbouring communities?
3. Are there any ceremonies you conduct in the lowland on behalf of the com-
munity?
4. If yes, do you perform any rituals for cattle raiders before they embark on
raids?
5. In the past and up to now, how do people raise cattle for their bride price?
6. Israiding part of it?

7. Do you approve of the raids?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Which types of weapons were used in the past during cattle raids?
Which are the current ones and how effective are they?

How frequent are the cattle raids nowadays?

Who organizes for these raids?

Are there known cases of solo raids you have witnessed?

Where are the cattle driven to immediately after raids?

Who are the key beneficiaries of this cattle raiding?

Is there any government intervention which you are aware of?
Why are the meetings many but not yielding positive results?

Are there any NGOs in this area you are aware of their existence?
Which roles do they play?

Has any ever assisted you personally?

Did you partake in raiding?

What made you reform?

What has the different regimes of government done to end cattle rustling
in Baringo?

Why are they not successful yet?
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APPENDIX V: UNIVERSITY APPROVAL LETTER

& 1
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Inspiring Innavation and Leadership

KARATINA UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Tel. +254 — (0)729721200/0202176713 P.O. Box 1957 - 10101
Email: school_sess@karatinauniversity.ac.ke KARATINA, Kenya

)

Ref: KarU/RC/SESS/2023 Date: 30 March, 2023

National Commission for Science and Technology,
P.O. Box 30623 — 00100,
NAIROBI

Dear Sir/Madam
RE: SYMON BARKACHAI KEITANY — E403/1480P/18

This is to confirm that Symon Barkachai Keitany Adm. No. E403/1480P/18 is a Post Graduate
student in this University pursuing PhD in History.

He has finished course work and defended research proposal, titled: “The contribution of Banditry
and Cattle Rusting to insecurity and Under develoment in Baringo County, Kenya, 1900-2020.”

Mr. Symon is a hardworking student and dependable. He is recommended to collect data which is
required for the final writing of his PhD thesis.

On behalf of Karatina University, School of Education and Social Sciences, I recommend him for

any necessary assistance that would enable him.to collect.data in order to complete his PhD degree.
KARATINA UNIVERSITY

Dean, Schael of Béneation & Sociel Sclnm
Thank you, f

e
tve

-—@@ML P, 0. Box 1957 - 10101,
Dr. Michael Gachahi KARATINA. b
AG. DEAN, SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
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APPENDIX VI: RESEARCH PERMIT

-
f (coa :
E ,x:':(“.‘:«';; - o :
! REPUBLIC OF KENYA NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR
| SCIENCE,TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
Ref No: 610776 Date of Issue: 05/April/2023
; RESEARCH LICENSE ;
E ) :
i i '
: L :
: 'i .
E This is to Certify that Mr.. symon barkachai keitany of Karatina University, has been licensed to conduct research as per the '
| provision of the Sci Technology and I ion Act, 2013 (Rev.2014) in Baringo on the topic: THE CONTRIBUTION OF i
E BANDITRY AND CATTLE RUSTLING TO INSECURITY AND UNDER DEVELOPMENT IN BARINGO COUNTY, KENYA, !
1 1900-2022 for the period ending : 05/April/2024.
: License No: NACOSTI/P/23/25035 :
II \@ukﬁln E
; 610776 v ;
Applicant Identification Number Director General :
' NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR '
i SCIENCE.TECHNOLOGY & ]
: INNOVATION '
; Verification QR Code :
E NOTE: This is a computer generated License. To verify the authenticity of this document,
Scan the QR Code using QR scanner application.
See overleaf for conditions

L
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APPENDIX VII: RESEARCH AUTHORIZATION

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Telephone. 053-21285 COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE,
Fax. (053)-21285 MINISTRY OF INTERIOR BARINGO COUNTY,
E-Mail: P.O. BOX 1 - 30400
baringocountycommissioner@gmail.com AND KABARNET.
VWi SopiIg PNARS oM NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION

REF.NO. ADM.18/2 VOL.III/112

Deputy County Commissioners

» BARINGO NORTH
» TIATY WEST

» MARIGAT

» TIATY EAST

RE: RESEARCH AUTHORIZATION

Reference is made to letter Ref. No.610776 dated 5 April, 2023 from the Director
General, National Commission for Science, Technology and Innovation (NACOSTI)
regarding the above mentioned subject.

6™ APRIL, 2023

This is to confirm that MR. Symon Barkachai Keitany of Karatina University has
been licensed to conduct research in-your Sub Counties on the topic: “The
Contribution of Banditry and Cattle Rustling to Insecurity and under
Development in Baringo County, Kenya,1900-2022" for the period ending

5th April, 2024.

Please accord him necessary support.

N

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
BARINGO COUNTY

1 - 30400, KABARNET

BARINGO NTY

For: COUNTY COMMISSIONER

CC: Mr. Symon Barkachai keitany
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APPENDIX VII: BARINGO COUNTY GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION

REPUBLIC OF KENYA
BARINGO COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Baringo County Government,

Email:csbaringo@baringo.go.ke b P.O. BOX 53-30400,
KABARNET
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY SECRETARY
Our Ref: BCG/ CS//RES/100VOL.11/14 Tk April, 2023.

To Mr. Symon Barkachai Keitany
Karatina University

Dear Mr. Symon Barkachai Keitany,

RE: CONSENT TO UNDERTAKE RESEARCH ON THE CONTRIBUTION OF
BANDITRY AND CATTLE RUSTLING TO INSECURITY AND
UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN BARINGO COUNTY

Subject matter refers.

I am pleased to inform you that the County Government of Baringo has granted you consent to
undertake a research study within Baringo County on the contribution of banditry and cattle
rustling to insecurity and underdevelopment in Baringo County, Kenya, from 1900 to 2022. Your
research license number is NACOSTI/P/23/25035, and the research period will end on 05 April
2024.

I am aware that the purpose of your research is to investigate the historical roots and patterns of
banditry and cattle rustling in Baringo County, as well as their impact on the region's security
and development. The study aims to provide insights and recommendations that could inform
policy and decision-making aimed at addressing the challenges of insecurity and

underdevelopment in the county.
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The County Government of Baringo acknowledges the importance and interest of the study, and
therefore, we humbly request that you give the county government of Baringo through the Office
of the County Secretary a copy of the final report. We believe that the findings of your study will

be useful in informing our development agenda and enhancing security in the county.

We expect that you will conduct your research with utmost professionalism and adhere to ethical
standards. If you require any assistance or clarification from our office or any other relevant

government agency, do not hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your interest in undertaking this research in Baringo County. We wish you all the

TY SECRETARY |

~ ot RVICE
C SERVIVE

best in your endeav:

Sincerely,

{ NeO COUNTY GOVERNMENT

HON. JACOB KURUTCHEPKWONY
COUNTY SECRETARY & HEAD OF PUBLIC SERVICE
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APPENDIX VIII: MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AUTHORIZATION

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
State Department for Basic Education

Our Email:countyedubaringo@gmail.com COUNTY DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
BARINGO COUNTY
P.0. BOX 664
KABARNET

REF: CDE/BAR/RESEARCH.GEN/VOL.1/109 13/04/2023

Mr. Symon Barkachai Keitany

Karatina University
RE : RESEARCH AUTHORIZATION

Reference is made to research license Ref. No. 610776 dated 05/April/2023.

Authority is hereby granted to yoa to carry out research on: “The contribution of banditry
and cattle rustling to insecurity and under development in Baringo County” for a period
ending 05/04/2024.

Masibo J. Kituyi
County Director of Education
BARINGO COUNTY
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International Journal of Arts and Social Science www.ijassjournal.com
ISSN: 2581-7922,
Volume 7 Issue 4, April 2024

The Changing Nature of Cattle Rustling and Banditry from
the 1970s: A Case of Pastoral Communities of Baringo

Lowland, Kenya

Keitany B. Symon?, Mwaruvie John?, Osamba Joshia®

1,23(¢ ~ ; e ; S— :
**School of Education and Social Sciences, Karatina University, Kenya)

\./ 1 Bl Ueprmt Journal of Frontiers of I.-Iuma‘nities
A\ // A demic and Social Sclenzc(;;
. Ca
7 A \\\\ ) Received: March 28, 2024
/ /'\\ \ pUb“SherS Accepted: May 11,2024

The Origin and Causes of Cattle Rustling and Banditry
in Baringo Lowland, Kenya

Keitany B. Symon, Mwaruvie John and Osamba Joshia

Department of Humanities and Languages, School of Education and Social Sciences, Karatina University,
P.O Box 1957-10101, Karatina
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